Blackthorn Parish Council

Project Plan: Legal Services/ Advice

Objective: To ensure that exposure to litigation is limited and that the activities of BPC and its Councillors are protected against legal challenge. Whilst all councillors are aware of and follow the appropriate statutory requirements and guidance for conduct and operation, it is not uncommon for the activities (or omissions) of a parish council to be challenged, rightly or wrongly. We live in a time of growing litigation and as such the council will need to on occasion seek legal reference or advice upon its activities or potentially upon matters where parties seek legal resolution against the council.    

Proposed Methodology: Confirmation will be sought from NALC, of the extent of free legal services available to parish councils and the scope of such services. From this, reference will be sought of recommended, local legal practices that have significant experience of supporting parish councils. It is assumed that a preferential charge out rate will have been negotiated with NALC registered practices (this needs confirming). As for all contracts, BPC will seek expressions of interest from legal practices, based upon securing maximum value for money for residents of Blackthorn. Upon appropriate selection, a preferred practice will be retained (at no cost) for use by BPC should the need arise, over that satisfied by NALC.  

Programme: Appoint and retain appropriate legal practice by June 2008. 

Budget: An allocation of £500 (approx 3 hours output following initial consultation on any particular assignment) has been made for this service across financial year 2008/9.

Resource: Project Lead – Cllr Arshad

Risks: None as cost to retain will be nil. 

