Blackthorn Parish Council
M8/09

1

Minutes of the Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council

Held in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 9 September 2009 at 7.30p.m.

PRESENT: Chairman Cllr. L. Butler, Vice Chairman Cllr. M. Trilk,  and Cllr’s. Mrs A. Stevenson, Mrs J. Lamont, Mr C. Isaacs and Mr E. Bannock.

IN ATTENDANCE:  T. Charlesworth (Clerk).

09/89  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: None.

09/90  DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL OR PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS:  

· Cllr. A. Stevenson declared a prejudicial interest in Application No: 09/00759/CLUE – Applicant's Name: Ms Suzanne O'Driscoll – Immediate neighbour.

09/91  THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING: Minutes of the Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council  held on 1 July 2009 at 7.30pm  were read, agreed and signed as a correct record by the Chairman Cllr. L. Butler.

09/92  CO-OPTION:  Clerk reported that Cllr's. Mrs J. Lamont, Mr C. Isaacs and Mr E. Bannock had signed their 'Declaration of Acceptance of Office' witnessed by the Clerk.  Following the advertisement of the vacancy created by Cllr. A. Arshad, the Clerk had received permission from C.D.C. to fill the vacancy by co-option.  It was proposed and RESOLVED that Richard Burden, the fourth applicant for the three vacancies filled at the previous meeting, be co-opted as a councillor, if upon invitation applies for the vacancy again.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler.

09/93  MATTERS FOR REPORT: (See Appendix 1 – attached): Accepted.

· 5.2: End of Year Accounts 31 March 2009: Clerk has submitted Annual Return to BDO Stoy Hayward Plc.

09/94  FINANCE: (See Appendix 2 – attached):  Accepted.

· Invoices paid prior to the meeting: (Appendix 2): 

· Invoices for payment:  It was RESOLVED that the attached list of invoices (Appendix 2) were approved for payment.  

· Clerk's Pay/Exp June/July 2009.

· A. Morrissey July/August 2009: Cllr. A. Stevenson to see if she can deliver cheque as usual, if not it will be held over until next meeting.  The PC requires clarification as to whether A. Morrissey is to continue cleaning the bus shelter.

· M. R. Cross – Inv. No's 285 and 286.

· S.L.C.C. - Purchase of Clerk's Manual updates – It was RESOLVED that the PC would be prepared to share the cost with Merton PC.  Clerk to approach M.P.C. c/fwd to next meeting.

Action: Clerk.

· Receipts: (See Appendix 2 – attached): Merton PC – S.L.C.C. Membership (shared with B.P.C.) - £41.00.  Clerk banked.

· 6.1: Internal Auditor – Report 2007/08: Actions update: It was RESOLVED that Chairman Cllr. L. Butler would carry out the action.

Action: Chairman.

· 6.2: End of Year Accounts 31 March 2009: 

·         (c)  Risk Assessment: Formal Asset Register as recommended by the external auditor.

             (g)  Payroll: As above 6.1.

             (h)  Fixed Assets/Insurance: Formal Asset Register as recommended by the external  auditor.  The Clerk had emailed a draft format.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr. C. Isaacs would look at depreciation value for the figures being used as asset value from the Insurance policy.

Action: Cllr. C. Isaacs.

·  Fidelity Guarantee:To minute reasons why the level of recommended cover is not maintained. C/fwd.

Action: Clerk.

· 6.3: Precept:  Proposals to be presented at next meeting.  Blackthorn Recreational Park Committee to present  budget recommendations at next meeting.  Clerk to email copies of last years budget to the new councillors and a budget comparison for current year to all councillors.  The PC to be proactive and use the website and the parish magazine to explain the budget.

Action: Clerk.

· 6.4:  BR Consulting Ltd: Clerk to write to Philip R. Hood of Arrow Accounting, in consultation with the Chairman, as recommended by B. Rollerson and request a quote.  

Action: Chairman Cllr. L. Butler and Clerk.

· 6.5:  Traffic Calming Gates: Maintenance: The PC was in receipt of three varying quotes, each far more than budgeted for. 

·  It was RESOLVED that:

· the following points needed to be clarified:

· 1.  Clarification on the quality of paint to be used.

· 2.  Clarification on V.A.T. registration.

· 3.  Clarification on inclusions: a) Minor repairs b) Tools/Equipment c) Safety d) Insurance.

· A quote can be approved by email following clarification of the above, because of the time scale of getting the work completed before winter.

· That the balance, over and above that budget for the maintenance of the gates, be met by the Traffic Calming Fund.

· Clerk to obtain a quote for increasing the PC insurance policy to ten million public liability cover.

· Thanks were expressed to Cllr. A. Stevenson for her time and efforts.

Action: Cllr. A. Stevenson and Clerk/RFO.

09/95  PLANNING MATTERS: (See Appendix 3 – attached): Accepted.

· 7.1 New Applications:

· C.D.C. - Planning, Housing & Economy – Lawful Development Certificate – Application No: 09/00759/CLUE – Applicant's Name: Ms Suzanne O'Driscoll – Proposal: Certificate of Lawful Use Existing – Conversion of stable into self contained residence – Location: The Studio Lower Road Blackthorn Oxfordshire – Parish(es): Blackthorn – Rec/d 26.6.09.

·  C.D.C. - Planning, Housing & Economy – Determination of Planning Application – Delegated Powers -Application No:09/00750/F – Proposal: Two new dwellings – Location: Mill House Farm Blackthorn Hill Blackthorn – Rec/d 28.7.09.

· 7.2: Decision Notices: 

· C.D.C. - Notice of Decision – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (As Amended) - Application No: 09/00475/F – Applicant's Name: Mr Richard Burden – Proposal: Retrospective – Wooden clad two bay open garage block with workshop and stable to either side – Location: Elm Tree Farm Station Road Blackthorn Bicester – Parish(es): Blackthorn – UPRN: 100121291944 – Permission for Development subject to Conditions – Date of Decision: 22 June 2009 – Rec/d 4.7.09.

· C.D.C. - Planning, Housing & Economy – Notice of Decision – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)  -Application No:09/00750/F – Proposal: Two new dwellings – Location: Mill House Farm Blackthorn Hill Blackthorn – UPRN: 100120800790 – Refusal of Permission for Development – Date of Decision: 24 July 2009 – Rec/d 30.7.09.

· C.D.C. - Notice of Decision -  Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) – Application No: 09/00732/F – Applicant's Name: Mrs Kumari – Proposal: Vehicle access and gates – Location: OS Parcel 1100 Adjacent and South of A41 West of Heath Bridge Marsh Gibbon Road Blackthorn Oxfordshire – Parish(es): Blackthorn – UPRN: 010011900400 – Permission for Development subject to Conditions – Date of Decision: 29 July 2009 – Rec/d 5.8.09:  PC to be aware that there are several conditions that need to be complied with.

Action: All Councillors.

· C.D.C. - Town and Country Planning Act 1990: Sections 191 and 192 (as amended by section 10 of the Planning and Compensation Act 1991) – Town and Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995: Article 24 – Certificate of Lawfulness of Existing Use:  - Ref: 09/00759/CLUE – Rec/d 17.8.09 

· 7.3: Withdrawal Notices: None.

· 7.4: LDF Update:  Nothing to report.

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk.

· 7.5: Aylesbury Vale LDF: Nothing to report.  

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk.

· 7.6: Eco-Town: Updates had been on the local news channel.

09/96  HEDGE FROM BLACKTHORN VILLAGE HALL TO THE JUNCTION OF LOWER ROAD AND THAME ROAD:  Chairman L. Butler had explained to Chris Anstey that the PC was in a change over period and hoped to be able to respond to him following this meeting.  

Action: Chairman Cllr. L. Butler and Clerk.

09/97  PROJECT REPORTS:

· Projects for New Councillors: Chairman Cllr. L. Butler provided each member with a list of the current project/councillors ownership of Specific Area of Responsibility, showing areas that need covering.  It was RESOLVED as follows:

· Finance: Lead: Parish Clerk/RFO – Assisted by: Cllr. J. Lamont.

· Planning Applications:  Lead: Cllr. M. Trilk – Assisted by: Currently vacant.

· Development of Play Area:  Lead: Chairman Cllr. L. Butler – Assisted by: Cllr's. M. Trilk and A. Stevenson.

· Traffic Calming: Lead: Cllr. E. Bannock – Assisted by: Cllr. A. Stevenson.

· Affordable Housing: Lead:  All Councillors.

· Village Risk Assessment: Lead: Cllr. C. Isaacs – Assisted by: Cllr. E. Bannock.

· Drainage and Flooding: Lead: Cllr. A. Stevenson – Assisted by: Cllr. J. Lamont.

· Grass Cutting/Hedges: Lead: Cllr. A. Stevenson – Assisted by: Clerk and Cllr. J. Lamont.

· Other Items: Lead: All Councillors.

· Neighbourhood Watch: Lead: 

· Management of Weir Pond: Lead: Cllr. C. Isaacs – Assisted by: Vacant.

· Village Website:  Lead: Cllr. L. Butler – Assisted by: N/A.

· Village Hall Management Committee PC representative: Lead: Cllr. A. Stevenson – Assisted by: N/A.

· Contribution to Parish Mag: Lead: Chairman Cllr. L. Butler – Assisted by: N/A.

· Correspondence requiring response from PC: Lead: Clerk – Assisted by: All Councillors.

· Correspondence to PC: Lead: Clerk – Assisted by: All Councillors.

· Management of Allotments: Lead: Cllr. L. Butler – Assisted by: Clerk.

· Rural Footpaths: Lead: Cllr. A. Stevenson (unless new Cllr. Interested) – Assisted by: Vacancy.

· Children's Services: Lead: Cllr. M. Trilk – Assisted by: External support.

· Key points were discussed:

· Traffic Calming: Note: Harlan UK are keen to negotiate with regards to contribution to a painted mini roundabout, in consultation with C.D.C. to widen the road.

· Grass Cutting: The contract is due to be reviewed and put out to tender.

Action: Cllr's. A. Stevenson, J. Lamont and Clerk.

· Finance: RFO to keep councillors updated on key figures.

Action: RFO.

· Website: Chairman to publish a summary of the minutes.  Relevant points to be agreed at meetings.  Clerk to form agenda item.  There is the possibility for more editors.  Chairman to put together a list, to be circulated for any additional ideas, for a 'Welcome Pack' for new villagers.

Action: Chairman Cllr. L. Butler and Clerk.

· Neighbourhood Watch: Once role is taken on by a councillor, to look at encouraging Brian Rixon to return with the lead support.

· Management of Weir Pond: The PC has received a verbal request for permission to put a bench at the site.  It was RESOLVED that the applicant's would be advised that whilst the idea was a good one the PC needs to look at ownership of the land and clarify a few points before it can be approved.

Action: Cllr. C. Isaacs.

· Play Area – Land Registry:  The Chairman Cllr. L. Butler confirmed that he had instructed Neasham Lloyd' of Bicester and it was RESOVLED that the company would be asked to go down the thorough route.

· Play Area Annual Inspection Report: The report was read with no actions pending.  It was noted that the picnic table addressed in the introductory comments 'Seats' is not owned by the PC.  It was noted that the designated play area parking spaces are being occupied during the evenings.

09/98  BLACKTHORN BROOK:  The Clerk had received an emailed response from the Environment Agency.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr. E. Bannock would draft a response.  Clerk to email original documents as a reference.

Action: Cllr. E. Bannock and Clerk.

09/99  BULLINGDON 'IMMIGRATION REMOVAL CENTRE':  Cllr. M. Trilk currently holds all the documentation on this project and has agreed to find out what the current state of play is.  It was noted that A. Arshad had secured a commitment of twenty thousand pounds towards traffic calming on behalf of the village.  The PC is to look at the possibility of a contribution towards the play area.  The Clerk was tasked with writing to Tony Baldry MP to express the concern about the lack of information available about the proposals and to inquire as to whether the Conservatives, if in power, would support the application.  Cllr's. E. Bannock and A. Stevenson would be happy to attend meetings, if it fits in his/her diary, and it was suggested that the PC liaises with other affected PCs.

Action: Cllr's. E. Bannock, A. Stevenson and M. Trilk and Clerk.

09/100  CORRESPONDENCE B.P.C.164/165 (circulated for comments prior to the meeting) some relevant paperwork removed by responsible officers.

· B.P.C.165(04): C.D.C. Environment & Community – Joint Banbury, Bicester and Kidlington Seniors Forum to be held on 28 September 2009 from 11am to 13.30pm at Bodicote House, Banbury: Councillors unable to attend.

· Email rec/d from A. Arshad: It was RESOLVED that in response Chairman Cllr. L. Butler would advise him that the PC agreed as follows:

· that the unlocked notice board on station road would remain unlocked as it is a village facility and for parish use; the facility should be a none political facility; the PC needs to be vigilant in the future.  A letter would be sent to the BNP and all local parties that can be voted for in the general election stating the PC view.

Action: Chairman Cllr. L. Butler and Clerk.

09/101  MATTERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT MEETING:  

· For Information: 

· The electricity poles on Lower Road are currently being replaced.

· Clerk to forward meeting dates to councillors.

· The O.C.C. Roads Report: Does not tell very much and has little value.

Action: Clerk.

· For Discussion: 

· Idea: Designated parking for camping vans, this is a paid for facility and can encourage people into the area: Issues to consider: Monitoring of the facility and Insurance implications.

 There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.40p.m.


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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