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Minutes of the Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council

Held in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 3 June 2009 at 7.30p.m.

PRESENT: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Vice Chairman L. Butler and Cllr’s. Mrs A. Stevenson and  Mrs M. Trilk.

IN ATTENDANCE:  T. Charlesworth (Clerk).

09/62  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: None.

09/63  THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING: Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council  held on 6 May 2009 at 7pm  were read, agreed and signed as a correct record by the Chairman and the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Blackthorn held on 6 May 2009 at 8pm  were read, agreed and signed as a correct record by the Chairman with the following amendment to 09/57 Update on Parish Council Projects: Risk Assessment was reported on by the Chairman not Cllr. M. Trilk.

The Parish Council is in receipt of a letter of resignation from Cllr. A. Arshad, as Chairman and a councillor; he will remain for this meeting and the meeting in July, when he will stand down and a new Chairman will be elected.  

09/64  CO-OPTION (Three Vacancies): The Parish Council is in receipt of four applications.  Each applicant was considered in turn.  It was RESOLVED that process would be as follows:

· To encourage further applicant's to express their interest in writing.

· Chairman to draft a letter to each applicant inviting them to an interview at the next meeting in July (time slots to be confirmed nearer the time and will be on an individual basis), explaining what will be expected from them at interview/ what questions will be asked; giving each candidate the opportunity to carry out research, as follows; 

· What do you know about the PC?

· What are your special areas of interest?

· What are your strengths?

· What can you give back to the PC?

· Can you commit to the PC (expected time commitment two hours per week plus time on project(s).

Parish Council to consider phasing the interviews if anyone is unable to attend.  PC to fit projects to the person at a later date.

09/65  MATTERS FOR REPORT: (See Appendix 1 – attached): Accepted.

· 5.1: Footpaths:

· Footpath on Lower Road: Weed growing through footpath: Path clear.  Clerk tasked with removing from agenda.

Action: Clerk. 

· Public Footpath from Shaw's Farm to the back of the houses on Station Road: Sarah Aldous, Rights of Way Field Officer has advised the Clerk that another request has been put through the team to clear the path; should be done within the next week or so (email dated 28 May 2009).  At present they do not have the facility to clear paths on a regular basis; they would like to do it and are building up a list of paths which should be included and has asked for this path to be added.  In the meantime, don't hesitate to contact her and she will get them seen to.  Off Agenda.

Action: Clerk.

· 5.2: Information Commissioner's Office: Freedom of Information: Clerk has amended document as previously agreed and has forwarded a copy of the approved document to each councillor..

· 5.3: Planning Application No: 09/00475/F – Applicant's Name: Mr Richard Burden: The PC had been unable to make a clear comment without further information: one minute the applicant was advised by C.D.C. that he did not need to apply and the next minute a retrospective application is required.  No comment had been submitted.  Cllr. M. Trilk is to put together an ultimate statement that will be used to respond to any future applications; with additional comments, relative to each individual application, added if required. 

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk.

09/66  FINANCE: (See Appendix 2 – attached):  Accepted.

· Invoices paid prior to the meeting: (Appendix 2): 

· Invoices for payment:  It was RESOLVED that the attached list of invoices (Appendix 2) were approved for payment.

· Receipts: (See Appendix 2 – attached): Grass cutting grant in line with calculation and higher than budgeted for.

·  6.1: Internal Auditor – Report: Actions update: Nothing to report.  The Chairman would ensure that this matter is completed before he leaves.

Action: Chairman.

·  6.2: End of Year Accounts 31 March 2009: The Chairman was not happy to sign this paperwork off until he was sure that the PC understood what was to be approved.  The Clerk pointed out that the action should be approved at a meeting by council and minuted.  It identified from this that the deadline date of 30 June 2009 was being compromised; councillors could not commit to an extraordinary meeting being called; every effort would be made to meet the deadline by using email and conference call to agree the accounts prior to the next meeting where they would then be rubber stamped; it was RESOLVED that the accounts and Section 1 of the Annual Return were not approved at this time; the Chairman and councillors would read through all the documents and communicate any findings; the accounts would be approved by email and conference call to be officially approved at the next meeting (this may mean that they are approved a day late).  Clerk to contact BDO Stoy Hayward to explain the situation and ask for flexibility in the system given the PC present circumstances (only four members).

· Approve Year End Accounts 31 March 2009.

· Section 1 of the Annual Return to be approved asap after the year end or in any event before the 30 June 2009.

Action: Clerk.

· 6.3: Reflect on Precept Profile:  PC to look at the affect on project budget.

09/67  PLANNING MATTERS: (See Appendix 3 – attached): Accepted.

· 7.1 New Applications:

· C.D.C. - Planning, Housing & Economy – Application No: 08/02511/F – Applicant's Name: The Home Office UKBA – Proposal: Demolition of existing buildings and erection of an Immigration Removal Centre including an Accommodation Building (seven wings plus a Central Facilities Block) a Gate House, Visitor Centre and Energy Centre, car parking, access road, 5.2m fence and ancillary hard standing and landscaping – Location: Part of A Site DSDC Bicester Piddington – Parish(es): Piddington – copy letter from the Government Office for the South East regarding the application – Rec/d 9.5.09 – Emailed to Councillors:  The contents of the letter were noted.  The application is going to go ahead once conditions are released; whoever takes on the traffic calming project needs to work hard to get the most out of the £20,000.00 budget allowance for a S106 Agreement in favour of the PC in terms of traffic calming.  The Chairman would notify necessary contacts that he will no longer be the contact for the PC and he will endeavour to hand over as best he can.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

· 7.2: Decision Notices: None.

· 7.3: Withdrawal Notices: None.

· 7.4: LDF Update:  Nothing to report.

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk.

· 7.5: Aylesbury Vale LDF: Nothing to report.

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk.

· Eco-Town: Awaiting feed back from Government on close of consultation.

09/68  HEDGE FROM BLACKTHORN VILLAGE HALL TO THE JUNCTION OF LOWER ROAD AND THAME ROAD:  Clerk had emailed again as requested.  To be removed from agenda until a response is received.

Action: Clerk.

09/69  PROJECT REPORTS: The Chairman expressed that it was important that regular reports are presented at meetings.  The following reports were made:

· Play Area:  No further progress reported.  It was noted that the new lease has a peppercorn rent charge unlike the previous agreement that was initially for a peppercorn rent followed by an annual payment of £25.00.  The lease is for ninety-nine years although it does have a twenty-five year clause that allows C.D.C. to ask for the PC to vacate the premises but they must provide the same amenities in an alternative location.

· Website: Moving along nicely.

· Allotments: Nothing to report.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler (project).

· Children's Services: Nothing to report.  The Play Bus is attending.

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk (project).

· Grass Cutting: Concerns that O.C.C. are not acting as promised.  The Clerk was tasked with writing a letter drawing their attention to the fact that the PC is dissatisfied with the service (cc. to County Cllr. C. Fulljames).  There are certain hedges that need cutting within the village; Cllr. L. Butler to put an article in the parish magazine.

Action: Cllr. A. Stevenson (project), Cllr. L. Butler and Clerk.

· 9.1:  Land Registry: Clerk had forwarded a copy of the letter from C.D.C. Legal Services to O.A.L.C. and their advice, having contacted the Land Registry, was that you are now required to register a lease for over seven years term with them.  The forms are available on-line.  Having looked at the forms O.A.L.C. recommend that a solicitor is engaged to carry out the work (cost to the PC), unless the PC is happy to complete them.  This is not a service that O.A.L.C. or N.A.L.C. provide.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk speaks to N.A.L.C. and that the PC engages the professional services of a solicitor either through N.A.L.C. if provided or through an independent solicitor (Chairman to provide the name of a solicitor in Bicester).  

Action: Cllr. L. Butler and Clerk.

09/70  BLACKTHORN BROOK:  In order to clarify the situation it was RESOLVED that the Clerk writes to the Environment Agency stating that it is aware that the brook is usually cleared at this time of the year can it clarify when the work is scheduled for.

Action: Clerk.

09/71  BULLINGDON 'IMMIGRATION REMOVAL CENTRE':  Nothing to report.  (See item 09/67 New Applications).

09/72  CORRESPONDENCE B.P.C.161 (circulated for comments prior to the meeting) some relevant paperwork removed by responsible officers.

· B.P.C. 158(18):  O.C.C. - Oxfordshire Highways – Street Lighting – Blackthorn Parish – Considering shutting off lighting for part of the night – Comments and views invited:  It was RESOLVED that the PC objected to the proposals the Clerk was tasked with responding this, supported by the following reasons; the village is illuminated for Health & Safety reasons; there is a Security issue to consider.  The PC would support the use of energy bulbs as a compromise.

Action: Clerk.

09/73  MATTERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT MEETING:  

· For Information: 

· Out of courtesy County Cllr. C. Fulljames is to be asked to confirm when she is going to attend a PC meeting.

Action: Clerk.

· For Discussion: 

· Agenda: Co-option of Councillors: Interview time.

· Agenda: Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman.

· Agenda: Village Hall Hire:

Action: Clerk.

 There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45p.m.


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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