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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Blackthorn  

in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 6 May 2009 at 8p.m.

PRESENT: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Vice Chairman L. Butler and Cllr’s. Mrs A. Stevenson and  Mrs M. Trilk.

IN ATTENDANCE:  County Cllr. C. Fulljames, PC's Caroline Brown and Shaun Sullivan, eighteen parishioners (including: representatives from the Village Hall Committee, Social Committee, Blackthorn Recreational Park Committee and Harlan UK/See attached list) and T. Charlesworth (Clerk).

09/53  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: The Governor of Bullingdon Prison.

09/54  THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING: Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7 May 2008 at 8pm:  It was noted that there were no minutes to sign as the meeting had been presented by 'power point'.

09/55  CHAIRMAN'S REPORT: (Attached).  The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming everyone present; the structure of the meeting would be to articulate key issues (what the PC has or has not achieved) and in particular address the issue of a fall in PC numbers.

09/56  FINANCIAL REPORT: YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2009:  This matter had been incorporated into the Chairman's report; the end of year balance is as follows:

· Balance B/fwd: 

£15,362.27

· Add Total Receipts: 
£12,332.23

· Less Total Payments:
£10,243.12

· Balance C/fwd: 

£17,451.38

09/57  UPDATE ON PARISH COUNCIL PROJECTS:-

· Traffic Calming: 

· Sustainable Living Initiative:  

· Community Liaison Network: 

· Elderly Support Network: 

· Village Pond: 

· Neighbourhood Watch: 

· Ramblers Footpaths:

· Farmers Market:

· IRC (Immigration Removal Centre):  

· Legal Advice: 

· The above projects were reported on by the Chairman (See attached Chairman's Report).

· Children's Services:  Cllr. M. Trilk took this opportunity to formally thank Alison Webb for her support.

· Planning

· Risk Assessment: 

· The above three projects were reported on by Cllr. M. Trilk (See attached report).

· Play Area: 

· Website: 

· Allotments:  

· The above three projects were reported on by Cllr. L. Butler (See attached report).

· Flooding: 

· The above project was reported on by Cllr. A. Stevenson (See attached report).   

09/58  LOCAL BEAT OFFICERS: PC Caroline Brown and  Shaun Sullivan reported as follows:

· There have been fourteen crimes reported over the last twelve months not all of which are relevant to the village.

· Speed checks have been carried out in the village, last time was in March; those stopped are given a £60.00 fine and points on their licence.  It is an ongoing issue.

· Cycling Proficiency:  PCSO's are trained to do this; Cllr. M. Trilk to contact and they will support.

· They both attended the village party last year which was a good opportunity to meet people.

· Thanked those who read the parish magazine article and took time to respond; this has lead to the capture of two offenders.

· They thanked everyone for their support.

The Chairman thanked them for attending they left the meeting.

09/59 COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS' REPORT(S): County Cllr. C. Fulljames introduced herself and reported as follows:

· O.C.C. Set its budget in February with an increase of 3.75%.

· Proposed Incinerator at Ardley: Europe has said that we must reduce landfill, recycling is not enough (it is noted that Cherwell residents are one of the top recyclers); proposed sites are Ardley and Sutton Courtney; applications will be heard after the elections; if both sites are approved by planning committee then the cabinet will decide.  

· Weston Otmoor Eco-Town: It was noted that the site had come out high on a viability study.

· Proposed Eco-Town in the North West of Bicester: C.D.C. are to go ahead with this proposal sited towards Bucknell and Caversfield.  There are to be five thousand houses with the equivalent of five thousand jobs on site.  Margaret Beckett has carried out a consultation.

· Finmere Quarry: Has been an enormous problem.

In District Cllr. D. Hughes absence she reported as follows:

· IRC:  When C.D.C. recommended the application for approval Cllr. D. Hughes moved and she seconded a refusal but they lost.  She has noted the points about traffic calming to see if a S106 Agreement could be made in favour of the village.

· Ardley Wind Farm:  Proposal to erect four turbines one hundred and twenty-five metres high; committee has objected although it was recommended for approval.

The Chairman thanked County Cllr. C. Fulljames.

09/60  REPORTS: To be received from:-

· Social Committee:  Chairman of the Social Committee John Thompson (also Vice-Chairman of the Village Hall Committee) reported as follows:  There was continued success during the last year.  This year there are plans to have a party in the summer and two quiz nights and the annual camping trip.  It operates on a small financial scale of approximately £1,500.00; profits continue to purchase senior citizens vouchers, a Christmas Tree and lights; the committee is a vehicle to get the community together.

· Village Hall Committee: The Chairman is on business so John Thompson gave a report as follows:  The committee is okay financially, with approximately £2,000.00 in the bank; main income is generated from rental; with the major contributor being Harlan UK (he thanked them for their support) however, they have been using other premises recently due to problems with the heating.  If Harlan UK do not return they will have to look at other revenue streams, discuss the issue of the PC paying rent again and the hire rates may have to raise.  Income is also generated from the hiring out of the marquee (good opportunity for volunteers to help and join in the fun of putting up the marquee and taking it down).  The hall needs some work doing on the windows.  Social Committee would be happy to discuss helping out with the village hall  .

· Neighbourhood Watch: No report.

· Blackthorn Play Area and Recreational Committee:  As reported above (09/57).  Is the situation for the planned play area okay for flooding:  Cllr. L. Butler said that it was feasible the copse etc., will take away excess water.  The boggy area could be usable as an educational area.

09/61  Open Forum:  

· Merton Oil Buying Group: This was an opportunity to plug the group.  Mr S. Blood of Merton rings around for the best price.

· Ditches: If a ditch is on your land it is down to the owner to keep it clear.  However, for this action to be affective it needs to be a continuous effort.  Cllr. A. Stevenson has attempted to co-ordinate this but to no avail.  County Cllr. C. Fulljames took the opportunity to point out that the PC does do a lot.

· Pond: It has been noted that the pond has enjoyed the new arrival of some ducklings; would the PC have funding available to support action to slow people down when passing the pond on entering the village off of the A 41.  The PC would have to consider a proposal.

· Flooding: Concerns were raised about how close properties in the village were to flooding this last year; it was noted that the pump does not always cope. It had also been noted that last year there were flood controls at the Oxford end; someone decides who gets flooded.  

The Chairman thanked everyone for attending the meeting.  There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.57p.m.


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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