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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council 

in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 6 May 2009 at 7p.m.

PRESENT: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Vice Chairman L. Butler and Cllr’s. Mrs A. Stevenson and  Mrs M. Trilk.

IN ATTENDANCE:  County Cllr. C. Fulljames and T. Charlesworth (Clerk).

09/36  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: None.

09/37  ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN: Cllr. L. Butler proposed and Cllr. A. Stevenson seconded that Cllr. A. Arshad be elected Chairman.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr. A. Arshad be elected Chairman.  Cllr. A. Arshad accepted and duly completed and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, witnessed by the Clerk/R.F.O.  

09/38  ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad proposed and Cllr A. Stevenson seconded that Cllr. L. Butler be elected Vice-Chairman.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr. L. Butler be elected Vice-Chairman, this was accepted.

09/39  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: 

· Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad declared a prejudicial interest in Application No: 08/02297/F – Applicant's Name: Mr Michael Cross – Permission for Development subject to conditions: It was noted that it was a decision notice and therefore no discussion would take place and the Chairman would not be required to leave the room..

09/40  THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING:  It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1 April 2009 at 7.30pm  were agreed and signed as a correct record of the  meeting by the Vice Chairman Cllr. L. Butler as the Chairman was not present at the meeting.

09/41  CO-OPTION (Three Vacancies):  This had been an issue for seven months and is the key focus for the Annual Parish Meeting.  Interest has been expressed in the last few days and there are now potentially five interested parishioners.  One application has been received, in writing, by the Clerk from Mrs Teresa Maynard; Chris Isaacs has emailed the Chairman and others have verbally expressed an interest.  There is a formal process to follow and sufficient time will be allowed for on the next agenda.

Action: Clerk.

09/42  MATTERS FOR REPORT: (See Appendix 1 – attached): Accepted.

· 8.1: Finance – Barclays Bank Mandate:  The Clerk had received notification from Barclays that the new mandate is up and running.

· 8.2: Footpaths:

· Footpath on Lower Road: Weed growing through footpath: Clerk had followed up as previously requested.  O.C.C. has attended site but requires clarification of where the weeds are growing through the footpath.

Action: Clerk. 

· Public Footpath from Shaw's Farm to the back of the houses on Station Road: Clerk inquired about regular clearing: Ms Aldous is out of the office until 11 May 2009.

Action: Clerk. 

· 8.3: Play Area Annual Inspection: Clerk has instructed John Hicks & Associates as previously agreed and acknowledgement received.

· 8.4: BDO Stoy Hayward LLP – Annual Audit for the year ending 31 March 2009: Clerk was tasked with speaking to the Chairman about the milestones to be met.

· Section 1 of the Annual Return must be approved asap after the year end or in any event before the 30 June 2009.

· Electors' Rights: Notice of appointment of date for the exercise of electors' rights must be displayed for 14 days – Date to display notice from 15 June 2009 to 28 June 2009.

· Records must then be made available for 20 working days from 29 June 2009 to 24 July 2009.

· Documents must be submitted for audit by 31 July 2009.

09/43  PLAY AREA AND RECREATIONAL COMMITTEE:  

· 9.1: To approve the adoption of the amended draft 'Terms and Conditions for a PC Committee': Item No: 7 of the 'Terms and Conditions ' had been amended as previously agreed (M3/09 – 09/30).  It was RESOLVED that the the 'Terms and Conditions for PC Committee was approved with the amendments to Item No: 7.  The Clerk was tasked with investigating a 'Money Management Account' that can be attached to existing accounts.  

Action: Clerk.

· 9.2: To approve members of the committee:  It was RESOLVED that committee members were approved as follows: A. Stevenson, M. Trilk and L. Butler (PC representatives), Alison Webb and Carrie Kirby (the latter two also form 'Friends of Blackthorn Play Area' and represent the village).  When knew members are required consultation will take place with the Social Committee.

· 9.3: To approve appointment of members of the committee.  It was RESOLVED that the following appointments were approved:

· Chairman – L. Butler

· Vice-Chairman – M. Trilk

· Treasurer – A. Stevenson

· Secretary – A. Webb

09/44  FINANCE: (See Appendix 2 – attached):  Accepted.

· Invoices paid prior to the meeting: (Appendix 2): 

· Invoices for payment:  It was RESOLVED that the attached list of invoices (Appendix 2) were approved for payment.  Clerk to check insurance cover for when the work is carried out on the play area.

Action: Clerk.

· Receipts: (See Appendix 2 – attached). None.

· 10.1: Internal Audit Report: Actions update:

· (g)  Payroll: Statement to be drawn up by Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad: C/fwd.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

· 10.2: Bank Reconciliation (See attached): It was RESOLVED that the Bank Reconciliation was approved and signed as follows:

· 1.1.09 – 31.3.09: Shows a balance as shown in the receipts and payments account of £17,451.38.

· 10.3: Effectiveness of Internal Audit: Draft Format: It was RESOLVED that the (attached) draft format was approved and adopted without any further amendments.

09/45  PLANNING MATTERS: (See Appendix 3 – attached): Accepted.

· 11.1 New Applications: 

· C.D.C. - Planning, Housing & Economy – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Consultation – Planning Application – Application No: 09/00475/F – Applicant's Name: Mr Richard Burden – Proposal: Retrospective – Wooden clad two bay open garage block with workshop and stable to either site – Location: Elm Tree Farm Station Road Blackthorn – Parish(es): Blackthorn - Expected Decision Level: Delegated – Rec/d 6.5.09 – To be circulated separately and returned by 18 May 2009.

· 11.2 Decision Notices: 

· C.D.C. - Notice of Decision – Town & Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) – Application No: 08/02297/F – Applicant's Name: Mr Michael Cross – Proposal: Change of use of redundant barns to residential property – Location: Barns at Common Farm Chapel Close Thame Road Blackthorn Oxfordshire – Parish(es): Blackthorn – UPRN: 010011908638 – Permission for Development Subject to Conditions – Date of Decision: 1 April 2009 – Rec/d 8.4.09 : Noted.

· 11.3 LDF Update:  Nothing to report.

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk.

· 11.4: Aylesbury Vale LDF: Nothing to report.

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk.

09/46  HEDGE FROM BLACKTHORN VILLAGE HALL TO THE JUNCTION OF LOWER ROAD AND THAME ROAD:  The Chairman had still not heard from C. Anstey; the Clerk was tasked with follow the matter up yet again.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Clerk.

09/47  GRASS CUTTING: Cllr. A. Stevenson had been in contact with O.C.C. and updated the contacts and will follow up reports.

Action: Cllr. A. Stevenson.

09/48  PROJECT REPORTS: Updates will be made at the Annual Parish Meeting.

· 14.1:  Land Registry: The Clerk had followed this matter up with O.A.L.C. and had been asked to forward a copy of the letter (if one available) from the person that advised the PC to register the land.  Cllr. L. Butler to email a copy of the letter, from Richard Hurst, C.D.C. Legal Department, and Clerk to follow up with O.A.L.C.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler and Clerk.

09/49   BULLINGDON 'IMMIGRATION REMOVAL CENTRE': Main report to be made at the Annual Parish Meeting.  It was noted that more trial hits are going to take place to test ground conditions.  There is a window of opportunity on 12 May 2009 for the Government Office and Secretary of State to call in the application.  There is the possibility of a judicial review.  The matter of a liaison committee will be addressed again in the future.  There are no further meetings arranged with Piddington yet.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. M. Trilk.

09/50  CORRESPONDENCE B.P.C.159/160 (circulated for comments prior to the meeting) some relevant paperwork removed by responsible officers.

· 16.1:  B.P.C.159(05): O.R.C.C. - Area Review of Subsidised Bus Services: Bicester and Kidlington Area 2009 – Rec/d 11.3.09 – Response Required: The PC made no comments.  Details would be made available on the website.

· 16.2: B.P.C.160(18): Equality and Human Rights Commission – Public Sector Duties: It was RESOLVED to add this to the annual measures on performance.

Action: Clerk.

· O.R.C.C. - Calor Village of the Year - Celebrate your Active Village – Share Ideas – Win Awards – Rec/d 21.4.09: Cllr. L. Butler reported that he had completed the entry form.  Clerk to submit.

Action: Clerk.

09/51  MATTERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT MEETING:  

· For Information: 

· Agenda: To be adjusted to allow time for membership issue.

· Complaints: Formal complaints are to be made to the PC in writing so that action can be taken.

· For Discussion: 

· Agenda: Clerk to add item 'Reflect on Precept Profile'.

Action: Clerk.

09/52  DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  

· 3 June 2009 at 7.30pm in Blackthorn Village Hall.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.40p.m.


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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