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Minutes of the Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council 

in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 4 June 2008 at 7.30p.m.

PRESENT: Vice Chairman (approved acting Chairman) L. Butler and Cllr’s. Mrs M. Trilk, Mrs A. Stevenson and  Mr M. O'Donohue,  

IN ATTENDANCE:  T. Charlesworth (Clerk).

08/34  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

08/35 RESULT OF ELECTION: Following the non-contested election held on 1 May 2008 Cllr. A. Arshad had signed his 'Declaration of Acceptance of Office', witnessed by the Clerk, prior to the meeting.  Cllr's: L. Butler, M. Trilk, A. Stevenson and M. O'Donohue signed their 'Declaration of Acceptance of Office' witnessed by the Clerk.  The Clerk was presented with all the councillors 'Register of Members' Interests' with the exception of Cllr. A. Stevenson who is to complete and return it asap.  Clerk to submit to C.D.C.

Action: Cllr. A. Stevenson and Clerk.

08/36 ELECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN: See attached email from Cllr. A. Arshad confirming his acceptance of nomination as Chairman.  Cllr. L. Butler proposed, seconded by Cllr. M. Trilk that Cllr. A. Arshad be elected as the Chairman.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr. A. Arshad was elected Chairman, 'Declaration of Acceptance of Office' to be signed and witnessed by the Clerk prior to the next meeting.

Action: Cllr. A. Arshad and the Clerk.

08/37  ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN: Cllr. M. Trilk proposed, seconded by Cllr. A. Stevenson, that Cllr. L. Butler be elected Vice-Chairman.  On acceptance it was RESOLVED that Cllr. L. Butler was elected Vice-Chairman.  It was RESOLVED that Vice-Chairman Cllr. L. Butler would act as Chairman for the meeting.

08/38  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None.

08/39  THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING: It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held  on 2 April 2008 at 7.30pm  were agreed and signed as a correct record of the  meeting and the Minutes/Notes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 7 May 2008 at 7pm and the Minutes/Notes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Blackthorn held on 7 May 2008 at 8pm were agreed and signed as a correct record of those meetings.  It was noted that the Clerk was to write a thank you letter to Brian Rixon (Neighbourhood Watch representative).  M. O'Donohue to approach a villager to see if they would be interested in taking on the role before advertising on the website.

Action: Cllrs. M. O' Donohue, L. Butler and Clerk.

08/40  CO-OPTION: Notice to be displayed on notice board.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler.

08/41  MATTERS FOR REPORT: (See Appendix 1 – attached): Accepted.

· 8.1: Finance – Barclays:  Barclays Business Reserve Account is closed.

· Bank Mandate: Cllr. A. Arshad is to complete the mandate and submit to Barclays along with supporting documentation.  Cllr. L. Butler to coordinate.

Action: Cllrs. A. Arshad and L. Butler.

· 8.2: Planning Applications: 

· Application No: 08/00861/LB – Applicant's Name: Mr Stuart Montague : The PC made no objections or observations with reference to this application.

· 8.3: Notice Board on Station Road: Greenbarnes Ltd have sent confirmation of order; delivery date w/c 16 June 2008: Cllrs. L. Butler and M. O'Donohue to erect.

Action: Cllrs. L. Butler and M. O'Donohue.

· 8.4:  Scottish Widows Bank Plc:  Clerk had submitted further information as requested with no response to date.  Clerk to follow up.

Action: Clerk.

· 8.5 Pruning of Hedge next door to Village Hall: The contents of the letter from O.C.C. (B.P.C.146(08) were noted.  The Clerk was tasked with writing to O.C.C. to report that the hedge is overgrown.

Action: Clerk.

· 8.6:  BDO Stoy Hayward LLP – Date for submission of audit noted.

Action: Clerk/RFO.

08/42 FINANCE: (See Appendix 2 – attached):

· Invoices paid prior to the meeting: (Appendix 2).

· It was RESOLVED that the attached list of invoices (Appendix 2) were approved for payment and the PC would share the costs of SLCC Membership with MPC (Clerk to confirm with MPC) full amount to be paid by BPC.  It was noted that an invoice for the website had been presented by L. Butler not the company as it cannot issue an invoice; this was approved for payment as there was not V.A.T. element.

Action: Clerk.

· 9.1: Allianz Insurance Plc: It was RESOLVED that the Roller Barrel would remain on the insurance policy as the framework for the equipment remains.

· 9.2:  Members' Allowance: It was noted that for calculation purposes the PC would be a 'Band 3' council.  It was RESOLVED that the PC approve and accepts the guidelines set out but further discussion would take place at the next meeting for the PC to consider whether or not to claim an allowance.  Cllr. M. O'Donohue took the paperwork to study further.

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

· 9.3:  Bank Reconciliations 1.1.08 – 31.3.08:  It was RESOLVED that the Bank Reconciliation was approved showing the following balance:

· 1.1.08 – 31.3.08: £15,362.19 (attached).

· 9.4:  Accounts Yr Ended 31.3.08: Clerk had prepared and emailed accounts prior to the meeting. Cllr. M. O'Donohue (project support) reported that the accounts showed positive variances to expenses with the exception of V.A.T; Income and Funds were where the PC expected them to be. It was proposed and RESOLVED that the following were approved and signed by the Acting Chairman Cllr. L. Butler and the R.F.O:

· Receipts and Payments books (printed as computerized);

· Budget Comparison;

· Adjustments;

· Income & Expenditure;

· Balance Sheet;

· Bank Reconciliation;

· Significant Variances;

· Fund Balances;

· Supporting Notes to Account.

· 9.5:  Financial Risk Assessment:  The draft to be reviewed by Cllr. M. O'Donohue, comments to be emailed to councillors, and considered at the next meeting.

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

· 9.6: The Review of Effectiveness of the System of Internal Audit: The Clerk presented Cllr. M. O'Donohue with advice notes to review.

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

08/43 GRASS CUTTING: (See Appendix 3 – attached):  The PC confirmed its RESOLUTION that it would cut within the 30mph (O.C.C. to cut outside) following letter from O.C.C. (B.P.C.147(04).  The Clerk had confirmed the verbal instruction to M. R. Cross in writing.  The draft letter to O.C.C. requesting that they cut outside the 30mph following the PC decision to cut within the 30mph, was approved with the addition of a sentence stating that the PC will give notification if the the grass length is exceeding the stated intervention length; Clerk to keep a record of response times and to keep Cllrs. L. Butler and A. Stevenson updated.  A request had already been made and Cllr. L. Butler was to keep the Clerk updated and to follow up if necessary.  Clerk to write to Mr and Mrs Carver and Mr Rock..  Clerk to look at how much the PC may be saving by cutting within the 30mph only.  Councillors to notify the Clerk if they notify O.C.C so as a log can be maintained.

Action: Clerk and all councillors.

08/44  PLANNING MATTERS: (See Appendix 4 – attached): 

· 11.1 New Applications: None.

· 11.2 Decision Notices: 

· Application No: Application No: 08/00366/LB – Applicant's Name: Dr and Mrs Grell – Listed Building Consent subject to conditions.

· Application No: 08/00439/OUT – Applicant's Name: Mr T Northcott  -  Outline Permission for Development subject to Conditions.

· Application No:  08/00861/LB – Applicant's Name: Mr Stuart Montague  - Listed Building Consent Subject to Conditions .

       11.3 Withdrawal Notices: None.

08/45  PROJECT REPORTS/VOLUNTEERS: 

· Website: Cllr. L. Butler urged everyone to become familiar with the site.  Restriction to some areas of the site would be achieved through subscriptions in order to protect children.  A children's chat room has been set up with access available to children that are registered.

· Play Area: Applications for funding are currently being made.

· Children's Services and Elderly Support Network: Cllr. M. Trilk reported that she has made several phone calls in connection with parent and children's services but has made little progression, she will continue to pursue.  Current ideas are to hold a children's mini Olympics day which could also be a fund raising and social event for the play area.

08/46 VILLAGE PLAN:  It was RESOLVED to carry this forward until the July meeting.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Clerk.

08/47  MAGAZINE DEADLINE: Next date would be 12 July 2008 it was hoped to publish a play area and grass cutting update along with the children's summer activity.

08/48  CORRESPONDENCE B.P.C..145/146  (circulated for comments prior to the meeting) 

· B.PC.145(17): C/fwd.

· B.P.C.146(15): Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad is interested in attending along with L. Butler or M. Trilk.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllrs. L. Butler or M. Trilk and Clerk.

08/49  'PIDDINGTON DETENTION CENTRE': It was noted that Mr & Mrs Henderson had attended the meeting with no representatives from the PC.  It was proposed and RESOLVED that Cllr. A. Stevenson  acts as the PC representative and S. Henderson  acts as PC/Parish representative at meetings; to negotiate contributions towards the PC i.e. play area.  The Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad is hoping to meet with Tony Baldry to discuss contributions to the PC; Cllr. A. Stevenson to attend if possible.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. A. Stevenson.

08/50  MATTERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT MEETING:  

· For Information: 

· LDF Meeting:  Cllr. M. Trilk reported that she had attended the meeting where they had discussed Biodiversity/Sustainable Living/Affordable Housing (informed the meeting that the PC had carried out investigation and there was no current need in the village)/Design and Local aesthetics. C.D.C. are to issue advice and instructions on Sustainability/Eco-friendly bore holes, solar heating etc., as they are in support of this.  Document to be made available on the website when it is produced.  She also took the opportunity to speak to a representative from Deddington about its 'Farmers' market who was happy to give advice on the subject and invited Morag and one other representative to attend the market day (held one Saturday in the month).

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk.

· For Discussion: 

· Following an amendment to the Minutes of the Meeting held in February 2008 they are to be approved and signed at the next meeting.

Action: Clerk.

08/51 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

· 2 July 2008 at 7.30pm in Blackthorn Village Hall.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.55pm


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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