Blackthorn Parish Council
M5/08

4

Minutes of the Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council 

in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 2 July 2008 at 7.30p.m.

PRESENT: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Vice Chairman L. Butler and Cllr’s. Mrs M. Trilk, Mrs A. Stevenson and  Mr M. O'Donohue,  

IN ATTENDANCE:  T. Charlesworth (Clerk).

08/52  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  None.

08/53  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None.

08/54  THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING: It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held  on 4 June2008 at 7.30pm  were agreed and signed as a correct record of the  meeting the minutes of the meeting held on 6 February 2008 had to be carried forward for approval as the Internal Auditor has the Minute book.

Action: Clerk.

08/55  CO-OPTION: The PC had received no applications.  The PC felt it had to be mindful of how to recruit and considered its options.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr. M. O'Donohue drafts a job description, outlining the PC's expectations, which would be emailed to councillors and track changed, ready for two weeks before the next scheduled meeting.  The suggestion of a 'mentor' to be assigned to a new councillors was considered a good one.

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue.

08/56  MATTERS FOR REPORT: (See Appendix 1 – attached): Accepted.

· 5.1: Finance – Bank Mandate: The Clerk clarified that the Scottish Widows account had been opened as a deposit account only and the Barclays Community Account would be retained as the working account.  Cllr. A. Arshad is to complete the mandate and submit to Barclays along with supporting documentation. 

Action: Cllrs. A. Arshad.

· 5.2: Notice Boards: Repair at Thame Road and replacement on Station Road: The Clerk had taken delivery of the replacement notice board from Greenbarnes Ltd., today; Cllr's L. Butler and M. O'Donohue to erect as previously agreed.  As a matter of urgency the broken glass (caused by vandalism) in the notice board on Thame Road had been repaired by 'Paul Smith Builders'; the glass has been replaced with perspex.  The PC is in receipt of an invoice (See below 'Finance').  Clerk to inquire whether this could be an insurance claim.

Action: Cllrs. L. Butler, M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

· 5.3 Pruning of Hedge next door to Village Hall: Work had been completed.  Clerk to remove from agenda.

Action: Clerk.

· 5.4:  BDO Stoy Hayward LLP – End Yr Accounts 31 March 2008: Clerk to look into the flexibility of the Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllr. M. O'Donohue and the Clerk/RFO being able to complete Sections 1 and 2 of the Statement of Account  rather than holding an extraordinary meeting.

Action: Clerk/RFO.

08/57 FINANCE: (See Appendix 2 – attached):

· Invoices paid prior to the meeting: (Appendix 2).

· It was RESOLVED that the attached list of invoices (Appendix 2) were approved for payment; with the addition of invoices from Greenbarnes Ltd £532.79; John Hicks & Associates (annual Play Area inspection) £60.28 and Paul Smith Builder (see 5.2 above) £45.00.  It was RESOLVED not to purchase the Clerks & Councils Direct 'Local Council Update'.

· Receipts: (See Appendix 2 – attached). The PC noted that it was good to see money coming in.  In future the grass cutting grant, actual figures, would be used  when working out the precept.

· Precept: The Clerk was requested to make note for 2011; to plan for spending on a new notice board for Thame Road, review of dog bins etc.

Action: Clerk.

· 6.1:  Members' Allowance: Following the adoption of the guidelines at the previous meeting Cllr. M. O' Donohue prepared notes (attached) in order to discuss whether or not to claim the allowance.  It was RESOLVED that the PC approved claiming the allowance for next year as it had not been calculated within this years budget.

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

· 6.2:  Financial Risk Assessment:  Having reviewed the draft copy it was noted that a lot of risks were covered by insurance or the PC's own governance and practices.  It was RESOLVED to accept and approve the draft.  Thanks were expressed to Cllr M. O'Donohue and the Clerk.

· 6.3: The Review of Effectiveness of the System of Internal Audit: It was noted that this process is in place to ensure that the appointed internal auditor is independent from the PC and is responsible for testing the PC's procedures, to show the PC protects against fraud, this had not been achieved this year   It was RESOLVED that three members meet, prior to the meeting where an Independent Auditor is to be approved, to propose the areas that the Internal (Independent) Auditor is required to test; to be approved at a meeting.  Thanks were expressed to Cllr. M. O'Donohue.

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

08/58 GRASS CUTTING: (See Appendix 3 – attached):  The initial request, to have the grass cut outside the 30mph limit, was made by Cllr. L. Butler and followed up by Cllr. A. Stevenson and the Clerk. The grass was then cut within 2/3 days of the last request by Cllr. A. Stevenson to Mr Moores; he advised her that the contractor had not followed through.  Clerk still to write to Becky and Dan Carver, Weir Down, Station Road and Mr & Mrs Rock, Pound Farm (enclosing clip from parish magazine to be emailed to Clerk by Cllr. L. Butler).  It was RESOLVED that :-

· the difference between the precept amount and grant would be used to cover any extra cuts required during the season. 

· the owners of Weir Down are to be alerted of the PC's concern that there is a health and safety issue when they are cutting a strip outside their property which is sited outside the 30mph area, when the PC would have had to have a ten million pound public liability insurance to cut the area; to be advised to contact O.C.C. Mike Moores with reference to the concerns.  The PC has requested that this area is included in the O.C.C. cut.

Action: Cllr's. L. Butler, A. Stevenson and Clerk .

08/59  PLANNING MATTERS: (See Appendix 4 – attached): 

· B.P.C.149(06); Atkins Ltd – Cherwell District Planning Obligations SPD – Questionnaire to complete by 14th July:  Clerk had emailed to Cllr. M. Trilk who would research the matter further to understand before completing the questionnaire;  Chairman to be kept informed.

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk and Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

· Introduction to Town & Country Planning Course: To be held in October for ten weeks.  It was RESOLVED that the PC approved the attendance of Cllr. M. Trilk on the course (cost £105.00); it was noted that a babysitter may be required to cover some of the evenings; PC to consider payment.

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk and Clerk.

· 8.1 New Applications: None.

· Weston-Otmoor Eco Town: Cllr. M. Trilk will attend the Blackthorn road show (an informal meeting).   The mailing requested peoples details, which is not necessary, and is resulting in them being harassed by the developers.  The site is apparently the least popular location however, it was noted that this does not necessarily mean anything . .It was noted that the PC needs to be impartial, it is concerned about the impact on the infrastructure and what it would mean to the village i.e., access to national health facilities etc.  

· 8.2 Decision Notices: None.

· 8.3 Withdrawal Notices: None.

08/60  PROJECT REPORTS: 

· 9.1: Resourcing: Including informal support and progress: 

· Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad reported that he had been unable to progress with all of his projects; all projects are in a similar state apart from two.

· Cllr. L. Butler reported that his projects were either solo or as a member of the Play Area and Recreational committee.

· Website: David Wood has been given editorial rights to the website however, he has not yet logged on, he will continue to try and get him on board.  Comments have been provocative; Cllr. L. Butler was praised for his work on the website.  A password has been set up to allay concerns about pictures of children on the website and there needs to be development on a front page alert.

· Play Area: The new lease (to be in the PC name) is to be pursued; this is currently been looked at by Cllr. A. Stevenson and a lawyer friend, as it needs to be signed and returned.  It will be a hundred year lease with a twenty-five year break clause and could necessitate an increase in the public liability insurance to ten million. Chief Executive, Barry Quark, has indicated that there is a pot of money available.  Clerk to check previous minutes to see if it was agreed that the committee is a sub-committee of the PC.  Arrangements have been made for two people to come and look at the drainage to establish who is responsible for it; our local Governing Body drainage contractor is 'White Horse' at Abingdon who may also be able to help with the pond; an application for funding for drainage is to be made.  Quotes are to be obtained for the ground works and landscaping and from suppliers; applications for funding to be made.  Quotes have also been requested for a multi use games unit (M.U.G.U.).

Clerk.

· Cllr. M. O'Donohue:  

· Weir Pond: Hopes that the questionnaire, to be mail dropped with the parish magazine this week, will bring some support forward.  He has been in contact with the Berkshire Bucks Conservation who redirected him back to Brookes University.  A plan is to be put together, minded to children.  Grants are available; the PC needs to look at how much is in the budget  which can be allocated towards a grant.  This project will also tie in with Drainage & Flooding.

· Cllr. A. Stevenson: Has had continued support from O.C.C., C.D.C. and the Environment Agency.

· Drainage and Flooding: Through personal problems she had been in contact with the aforementioned and has received a request to supply addresses for neighbours so that they can be contacted.  The ownership of drainage/culverts crosses with C.D.C. and O.C.C. who also have conflicting advise on whether to dig the ditches or not.  The matter would be followed up over the next few weeks and she would put together a draft letter to neighbours for the PC to consider and approve and a project plan. The relevant body has been contacted with regard to the blocked drains outside Weir Farm.  The Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad offered his assistance; proposing that an open meeting, inviting O.C.C. etc., to attend, may be the way forward.  It was noted that an allowance in the precept had been made to commission a survey; Cllr. L. Butler has a contact.

· Grass Cutting & Hedges: See above 08/58.

· Sue has been approached about the Neighbourhood Watch  although PC C. Brown is trying to persuade Brian Rixon to stay on board.  Clerk to send thank you letter to Brian.

Action: Clerk.

· Cllr. M. Trilk: Has had help from Alison with the Parent/Child projects and wants to get parents view on organising an event to bring the local children together;  Alison is trying to get the 'Play Bus' to visit the village and Cllr. M. Trilk is making contact with local facilities and charities to organise 1st Aid Courses etc., B.R.E.A.K. who do road safety and has been in contact with the local library and sports centre but has drawn a blank there.  Once some concrete ideas are in place these will be put on the website. It was noted that the budget of £200.00 could be tight.   She has had an invite to attend Deddington 'Farmers Market' along with one other member.  To attend Planning Course (see above 08/59) and will update Cllr. L. Butler with links for the website.

· Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad: 

· The Sustainability project has found a home on the website which is causing local debate.  Cllr. L. Butler has listed relevant companies on the website and has negotiated on prices with lots of people willing to come to Blackthorn.  There are 'Blogs' on personal experiences on saving energy etc., on the website.  C.D.C. are to produce advice and instructions on Sustainability/Eco-friendly bore holes, solar heating etc..  

· Elderly Support Network: he had made inquiries to the Fire Service about security i.e., fire alarms etc., and plans to speak to Amanda; with the possibility of a website article.

· Risk Assessment: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad has worked alongside Monty and now needs to look at who can carry out a formal risk assessment.

· Networking: Relevant contacts have been made apart from contacts for the Detention Centre.

· Footpaths/Rambling: As a registered rambler Cllr. A. Stevenson regularly walks the footpaths and would be happy to be responsible for this project.  Cllr. M. O' Donohue and Andy would be happy to help.  Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad to clarify who is responsible for what project as he thought he was responsible for footpaths.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

· Legal Advice: It was noted that the PC has access to local authority support, offering a legal service. The amount allocated in the budget needs to remain.

· 9.2:  Traffic Calming Project - Budget Allocation for 2008: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad to look at what can be gained from the proposed detention centre.  Proposals for addressing Station Road ,as a priority, are to be put together by the end of the year, including spending, for the PC to consider.

08/61 VILLAGE PLAN:  It was RESOLVED to remove this item from the agenda.

Action: Clerk.

08/62  MAGAZINE DEADLINE: Articles to be published in the next copy.; deadline 12 July 2008.

08/63 'PIDDINGTON DETENTION CENTRE': The proposed centre is expected to be operational by 2010/11; there is the right to appeal under judicial revue; it is felt that it is affectively a done deal and it is for the PC to see what it can gain from the proposal i.e., traffic calming, play area.  The Henderson's and Donnelly's have found that the information is not particularly helpful and it is difficult to attend the meeting as it is on a bank holiday weekend.  The Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad has responded to Mr Henderson's views in the parish magazine about the PC.  The Chairman is pleased to report that Mrs S. Henderson has offered her support and has spoken to her about putting  together a traffic calming proposal; Tony Baldry MP has indicated that he will support the data; a formal view is to be developed to take to the table.  Arrangements are to be made to meet with Tony Baldry MP.  Item to remain as an agenda item until further notice.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. A. Stevenson.

08/64  CORRESPONDENCE B.P.C.147/148  (circulated for comments prior to the meeting) 

· B.PC.145(17): C.D.C. - Customer Service & Resources – Legal Services  - Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad has taken.

08/65  MATTERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT MEETING:  

· For Information: 

· Circulation of Correspondence: As a point of order Cllr. L. Butler should be last to receive it so that he can take time to review comments and notify Clerk of its return.  Councillors need to be ringing ahead before delivering to the next councillor on the list.

· Allotment 'Tenancy Agreements':  Clerk has sent out the agreements for 2008/09 and has incorporated additions as previously agreed.

· For Discussion: None.

08/66 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  Councillors to note there could be an extraordinary meeting.

· 3 September 2008 at 7.30pm in Blackthorn Village Hall.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35pm


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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