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Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council 

in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 2 January 2008 at 7.30p.m.

PRESENT: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllr’s.  L. Butler, Mrs M. Trilk, Mr C. Maynard , Mr M. O'Donohue and Mrs S. Henderson.

IN ATTENDANCE: T. Charlesworth (Clerk).

08/01 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr. Mrs A. Stevenson.

08/02 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None.

The Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad took this opportunity to wish everyone present a Happy New Year reflecting on the sad passing away of previous councillor and Chairman Mr Michael Byrd on Christmas day.

08/03 PRECEPT/BUDGET FOR 2008/2009:  To consider and approve amended draft figures as agreed at its previous meeting, (including revised figures to year end/forward year figures 2008/09/draft revenue estimates for forward year 2008/09 and calculation of revenue balance giving the amount to be met from the precept).  Cllr. M. O'Donohue had emailed the reviewed figures, noting the increases/decreases where agreed at the previous meeting,  It was RESOLVED that the following amendments were confirmed as previously agreed or to be made following this meeting:-

· Projects:

· Traffic Calming: No addition.  £0.00 requirement.

· Flooding: Confirmed.

· Farmer's Market: Confirmed.

· Planning: Confirmed.

· Play Area: Confirmed.

· Community Liaison Network: To be increased to £100.00.

· Sustainable Living Initiative: Confirmed.

· Ramblers Footpath: Confirmed.

· Sign Cleaning: Confirmed.  Monitor.

· Legal Advice: Confirmed.

· Children's Services and Elderly Support Network: To be increased to £400.00.

· Forward Year:  Clerk pointed out that the forward year figure for the Play Area had not been included in the calculation for the total forward year figure.

· Clerk's Pay: Increase in line with NALC figures.

· S137: £220.00 allowance for Christmas vouchers to remain.  Caveat that the vouchers are reviewed.  No allowance for village hall.  Increase on AGM Refreshments £75.00.

· Play Area Inspection: Clerk queried why such a large increase if no new equipment is planned for next year.  Chairman wanted to check the inspection rules for calculations for equipment before finalising a decrease to £60.00.

· Income:

· Play Area Committee: Clerk/RFO pointed out that as the balance had already been received this could not be put down as an income for next year.

Clerk to forward copies of the reserve funds to all councillors.  Council to reflect on visibility for projects next meeting.

08/04  TO APPROVE PRECEPT FOR 2008/09:  It was RESOLVED that all the above inputs now be entered (Play Area Inspection dependent on approval), Clerk/RFO to amend prepared draft figures and the final figure of approximately £9,500.00 be approved for submission to C.D.C.

08/05  M. BYRD: Flowers and card: approval:  Michael's funeral is to take place at the Oxford Crematorium on 11 January 2008 at 1.30pm and there are at present two representatives from the parish council attending and two from the village hall committee.  Cllr. S. Henderson needed to know if anyone else was going to attend asap.  She would also notify County Cllr. C. Fulljames.  It was RESOLVED that flowers would be sent on behalf of the PC, if accepted, or a donation to the nominated charity would be made, if not.  The PC would look at commemorating Michael's life at a future meeting.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.20pm.

Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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