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Minutes of the Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council 

in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 4 February 2009 at 7.30p.m.

PRESENT: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Vice Chairman L. Butler and Cllr’s. Mrs A. Stevenson and  Mrs M. Trilk.

IN ATTENDANCE:  T. Charlesworth (Clerk).

09/04  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  None.

09/05  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None.

09/06  THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING:  It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held  on 3 September 2008 at 7.30pm  were agreed and signed as a correct record of the  meeting by the Chairman and the minutes of the meeting held on 3 December 2008 were agreed and signed as a correct record of the meeting by the Chairman and the Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 8 January 2009 were agreed and signed as a correct record of the meeting by the Vice-Chairman (acting Chairman).

09/07  CO-OPTION/PROMOTION OF  COUNCIL VACANCIES: Cllr. A. Stevenson had not succeeded in catching up with her proposed candidate and the Chairman and Cllr. M. Trilk were also speaking to possible interested parties.  It was RESOLVED that applicants needed to be able to attend a meeting where it can be clarified what is expected of them as a councillor, no discussions by the PC about the choice of applicant will be made in front of applicants as this is deemed inappropriate.  Vacancies to be published on website.

Action: All councillors.

09/08  MATTERS FOR REPORT: (See Appendix 1 – attached): Accepted.

· 5.1: Finance – Barclays Bank Mandate: Following the submission of the relevant paperwork by Cllr. A. Stevenson; Barclays had returned the mandate as they required identification from Cllr. A. Arshad.  Cllr. L. Butler followed the matter up with Barclays.  The mandate had been received today.  It was RESOLVED that in order to remove Cllr. A. Arshad as a signatory on the account Cllr. L. Butler had to cross his name out, in the relevant boxes, and sign it.  This was done and would be returned in the post.  To clarify; the three signatories on the Barclays account are L. Butler, M. Trilk and A. Stevenson; two signatures required on each cheque and correspondence.  The signatories on the Scottish Widows account  are A. Arshad, M. Trilk and T. Charlesworth; the account is operated on a telephone and/or postal basis, with any one signatory from the appointed persons (the bank is authorised to provide account information or transfer funds to or from the main bank account (Barclays) or receiving written or verbal instructions in accordance with the applicable terms and conditions).  There are two codewords on the account (Clerk/RFO has access to).

Action: Cllr. L. Butler.

09/09  FINANCE: (See Appendix 2 – attached):  Accepted.

· Invoices paid prior to the meeting: (Appendix 2): 

· Invoices for payment:  It was RESOLVED that the attached list of invoices (Appendix 2) were approved for payment.

Action: Clerk.

· Receipts: (See Appendix 2 – attached). None.

· 6.1: Internal Audit Report: Actions update:

· (c) Risk Assessment: Clerk emailed relevant information to Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.  Nothing to report.  

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Clerk.

· (g)  Payroll: Statement to be drawn up by Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

· 6.2:  Parish Precept 2009/2010: The final figure, approved by email (although the Chairman had not been best pleased with the method), of  £10,060.00 had been submitted to C.D.C. on 2 February 2009.  The final figure had shown a plateau however, it was noted that the figure of £3,550.00 for Play Area Fund had, had to be reduced to £1,550.00 in order to reach the final figure; there appears to be a reliance on the precept to support the funding of the play area; Cllr. L. Butler explained the phasing of the project and that a percentage (10%) of any successful grant application would have to be made by the PC i.e., phase 1 costs approximately £60,000.00 requiring £6,000.00 contribution (currently have in fund).  The required contribution of £5,000.00 for the second phase cannot come out of next years precept as one hit and the PC will need to consider transferring money from other funds if they have not been actioned.  The Chairman requested that Cllr. L. Butler provides the PC with an update on when funds may be needed dependent upon time scales and their implications i.e., phase 1 is being held up by drainage; if this could be completed by Spring then phase 1 could be done this summer; also grant application deadlines need to be met in order to get funding.  The committee is also exploring getting businesses involved.  Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. L. Butler to meet to discuss the matter further.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. L. Butler.

09/10  PLANNING MATTERS: (See Appendix 3 – attached): Accepted.

· 7.1 New Applications: 

· C.D.C. - Planning, Housing and Economy – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Consultation – Planning Application – Application No: 08/02498/LB – Applicant's Name: Mr Stuart Montague – Proposal: Proposed extension to the rear north west gable, including the demolition of the existing brick toilet – Location: Weir Cottage Lower Road Blackthorn – Parish(es): Blackthorn – Expected Decision Level: Delegated – Rec/d 23.12.08. The PC had made no objections or observations.

· C.D.C. - Planning, Housing and Economy – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Consultation – Planning Application – Application No: 08/02511/F – Applicant's Name: The Home Office UKBA – Proposal: Demolition of existing buildings and erection of an Immigration Removal Centre including an Accommodation Building (seven wings plus a Central Facilities Block) a Gate House, Visitor Centre and Energy Centre, car parking, access road, 5.2m fence and ancillary hard standing and landscaping – Location: Part Of A Site DSDC Bicester Piddington – Parish(es): Piddington – Expected Decision Level: Committee – Rec/d 5.1.09 : The PC objected (see  attached letter).

· C.D.C – Planning, Housing & Economy – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Consultation – Planning Application: Additional Information - Application No: 08/02511/F – Applicant's Name: The Home Office UKBA – Proposal: Demolition of existing buildings and erection of an Immigration Removal Centre including an Accommodation Building (seven wings plus a Central Facilities Block) a Gate House, Visitor Centre and Energy Centre, car parking, access road, 5.2m fence and ancillary hard standing and landscaping – Location: Part Of A Site DSDC Bicester Piddington – Parish(es): Piddington – Expected Decision Level: Committee – Rec/d 5.1.09: The PC objected (see  attached letter).

· 7.2 Decision Notices: 

· C.D.C. - Notice of Decision – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) and Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (as amended) – Application No: 08/02096/LB – Applicant's Name: Mr Stuart Montague – Proposal: The reinstatement of the original fireplace and chimney in middle room – Location: Weir Cottage Lower Road Blackthorn Oxon OX25 1TQ – Parish(es): Blackthorn – UPRN: 100121291923 – Listed Building Consent subject to Conditions – Date of Decision: 17 November 2008 – Rec/d 29.11.08

· C.D.C. - Notice of Decision – Application No: 08/02096/LB – Applicant's Name: Mr Stuart Montague – Proposal: The reinstatement of the original fireplace and chimney in middle room – Location: Weir Cottage Lower Road Blackthorn Oxfordshire OX25 1TQ – Parish(es): Blackthorn – UPRN: 100121291923 – Listed building consent subject to conditions -Date of Decision: 17 November 2008 – Rec/d 17.12.08.

· C.D.C. - Notice of Decision – Application No: 08/02124/F – Applicant's Name: Mr Stuart Montague – Proposal: Reinstate chimney stack – Location: Weir Cottage Lower Road Blackthorn Oxfordshire OX25 1TQ – Parish(es): Blackthorn – UPRN: 100121291923 – Permission for development subject to conditions -Date of Decision: 24 November 2008 – Rec/d 17.12.08.

· C.D.C. - Notice of Decision – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) and Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (as amended) – Applicant's Name: Dr and Mrs Grell – Application No: 08/02276/LB – Proposal: Installation of solar collector on south west roof elevation – Location: The Cottage New House Farm Lower Road Blackthorn Oxfordshire – Parish(es): Blackthorn – UPRN: 100121292096 – Listed Building Consent subject to Conditions – Date of Decision: 15 December 2008 – Rec/d 20.12.08.

· C.D.C. - Notice of Decision – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) and Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (as amended) – Application No: 08/02306/LB - Applicant's Name – Mr Christopher Mobbs – Proposal: Replacement door, frame and lintel – Location: Weir Farm Lower Road Blackthorn Oxfordshire OX25 1TG – Parish(es): Blackthorn – UPRN: 100121291827 – Listed Building Consent subject to condition set out in schedule – Date of Decision: 30 December 2008 – Rec/d 15.1.09.

· 7.3 Withdrawal Notices: None.

· 7.4: Planning Queries: None.

· LDF Update:  Cllr. M. Trilk reported that the submission date is June 2010; looking to adopted 2011.  There will be supplementary planning during August/September 09 when the PC will be provided with feed back and further information; there will be a pre-examination meeting in 2010.  The biggest impact on Blackthorn Village would be; the possible development of the green in the centre of the village however, the scale would swamp the village and the development would affect the nature and character of the village; the area does flood; historically the site does have a footpath and dog walk; Affordable Housing which has been researched by the PC and identified sites had not been passed by C.D.C.

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk.

· Aylesbury Vale LDF: It was noted that Bury Fields is a major development area, this side of the A41, after Waddesdon;  a total of three thousand houses have been given outline permission; three hundred and eighty-four have been given full permission with two hundred and forty-five awaiting planning obligations; increased traffic on the A41 and across country are a cause for concern.  There is continued development at Long Crendon Industrial Park and Haddenham.  Aylesbury Vale will be looking at the 'growth arch' on 10 March.  It was noted that all the above information could be useful if the IRC goes to appeal.

· Eco-Town: Cllr. M. Trilk had attended the roadshow; the initial appraisal has graded the site a level 'C' however, the application will be reconsidered if it is looked at again.  (Response letter attached).

· Affordable Housing: Cllr. M. Trilk had responded to C.D.C. request for information (see letter attached).

Thanks were expressed to Cllr. M. Trilk from the PC for all her hard work.

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk.

09/11  HEDGE FROM BLACKTHORN VILLAGE HALL TO THE JUNCTION OF LOWER ROAD AND THAME ROAD:  The Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad had received no responses from C. Anstey; Clerk to follow up.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Clerk.

09/12  FOOTPATHS:

· 9.1:  Footpath on Lower Road: Weed growing through footpath: Clerk had written to O.C.C. as previously agreed.  The letter has been acknowledged and a reference number allocated.

· 9.2:  Public Footpath from Shaw's Farm to the back of the houses on Station Road:  Clerk had written to O.C.C. as previously agreed.  This matter was not a highways matter and had been passed on to the Countryside Department.

09/13  INFORMATION COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION:

· Formal Adoption: It was RESOLVED that the PC adopts the 'Model Publication Scheme' without modification.

· Guide to Information: It was RESOLVED that Cllr. A. Stevenson and the Clerk complete the form for approval at the next meeting.

Action: Cllr. A. Stevenson and Clerk.

09/14  PROJECT REPORTS: The Chairman expressed the need for the project reports to be made in writing to be presented to the PC meetings.

· 11.1:  Play Area Committee:  The Clerk had forwarded a copy of the Model 'Terms of a PC Committee' to be considered by the 'Play Area and Recreational Committee': under the model the committee will be a committee of the PC and as such will be subject to the Code of Conduct (Clerk to clarify if each member has to sign up to the code); will require representatives of the PC on the committee; will have to put up agendas, take minutes and report to the PC;  the existing committee members are L. Butler, M. Trilk and A. Stevenson, all of whom are currently parish councillors, Alison Webb and Carrie, whom it is being proposed by the committee form the 'Friends of Blackthorn Play Area' to be the fundraising side of the committee for which a separate bank account be opened.  In order to show due diligence it was RESOLVED that the Clerk/RFO contacts the PC's internal auditor to discuss the proposals and to clarify whether or not any further costs will be incurred.

Action: Clerk/RFO.

· Play Area Project: Cllr. L. Butler reported that the main drainage pipe has been unblocked.  Cllr. M. Trilk is currently applying for grants; current quotes are now out of date and new quotes have been requested.  The M.U.G.A. quotes will need to be re-quoted nearer the time.  In excess two hundred pounds was raised at the Christmas event.

· Grass Cutting: Cllr. A. Stevenson asked the Clerk/RFO to clarify how much money was saved by not cutting the grass outside the 30mph speed limit.

Action: Clerk/RFO.

09/14  MAGAZINE DEADLINE: Articles to be published in the next copy.; 'Vacancy for Parish Councillors' with Clerks contact details.

09/15   BULLINGDON 'IMMIGRATION REMOVAL CENTRE': (See Planning above 09/10): The PC thanked the Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad for writing a very good objection letter on behalf of the PC.  It was noted that the application had been delayed until March in order to address some issues; the application will need to be looked at again.  The Liaison Committee meeting had been cancelled due to the weather however, he is in contact with Piddington PC with no response from the other affected parishes.   PC to consider publishing the letter on the website to show the PC is proactive.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. M. Trilk.

09/16  CORRESPONDENCE B.P.C.155/156/157 (circulated for comments prior to the meeting) No action; some relevant paperwork removed by responsible officers.

· B.P.C.157(17): C.D.C. - Environment & Community – Recycle with Spring Clean 2009 – (Starts 27.2.09 and runs until 30.3.09) – Rec/d 20.1.09:  To be Actioned by the Social Committee.

Action: Social Committee.

09/17  MATTERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT MEETING:  

· For Information: 

· Harlan Trucks:  It was noted that they had caused a mess on the verge again however, they had rectified the matter without having to be asked.

· For Discussion: 

· None.

09/18  DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  

· Proposed dates for 2009 (Attached) and sent by email were approved.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.50p.m.


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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