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Minutes of the Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council 

in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 6 February 2008 at 7.30p.m.

PRESENT: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllr’s.  L. Butler, Mrs M. Trilk, Mr M. O'Donohue, Mrs A. Stevenson. and Mrs S. Henderson.

IN ATTENDANCE: District Cllr. D. Hughes and T. Charlesworth (Clerk).

The Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad took this opportunity to point out the that the council would be focussing on items 5 and 9 on the agenda.  District Cllr. D. Hughes was welcomed to the meeting and introduced to all members present.  The Chairman invited him to take the floor and he reported as follows:-

08/06 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS' REPORT: Over the past few weeks the Bicester Advertiser has focussed on the proposed development at Bicester. The main developer has confirmed that it is business as usual.

· Planning: This is to change at C.D.C.  There has been two area committees for many years but having lost some grant money it is to switch to one, larger committee (so that it remains quorate should members have to leave a meeting because of declared interests) combining the South and North.  It is interesting to note that 'executive members' would rather remain as members rather than executives.  An experimental web cast is due to run for a few weeks.

· Business Park:  Plans to build on the Oxford Road, leaving Bicester; to include offices and a hotel.

· Weston-on-the-Green:  Proposed new town for 15,000 people on the airfield:  C.D.C. consensus of opinion was generally against the development but if it is given permission to go ahead then it will join; it was noted that it could take the pressure of off villages:  The development would not be used to reduce other applications  i.e. Upper Heyford, it will be in addition to.

· Opposite Old Langford Village:  All the S106 Agreements have now been agreed and work has started on building 1,500 houses/flats.

· Asylum Centre: C.D.C. have heard nothing official; Tony Baldry MP has said the same and is going to get confirmation.  He extended credit to the local community for holding back the asylum development.

· Parish Council: The Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad informed him that Cllr. M. Trilk is the PC's responsible councillor for planning..

· Community Hospital:  Update.

08/07  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  None.

08/08  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None.

08/09  THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING: It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held 9 on 3 October 2007 at 7.30pm and the minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 2 January 2008 at 7.30pm were agreed and signed as a correct record of those meetings.

08/10  MATTERS FOR REPORT: (See Appendix 1 – attached): Accepted.

· 4.1: Bank Mandate: This had not been signed yet pending the closure of the Business Reserve Account.



Barclays: Letter sent as instructed.  A fourteen day period to be given before following up.

· 4.2: Planning Applications: 

· Application No: 07/02490/OUT – Applicant's Name: Mr T Northcott:  The PC made no objections or observations with reference to this application.

· Application No: 07/02613/LB – Applicant's Name: Mr Stuart Montague: The PC made no objections or observations with reference to this application.

· 4.3: Financial Risk Assessment: C/fwd.

Action: Clerk.

· 4.4  Review of Effectiveness of the System of Internal Audit:  C/fwd.

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

· 4.5: Pruning of Trees:  It was noted that O.C.C. is responsible.  To be followed up as it was felt that they had missed the point.

Action: Cllr. A. Stevenson and Clerk.

· 4.6:  O.C.C. Grass Cutting Agreement: Signed agreement had been returned and filed by the Clerk.  Allianz Insurance Plc had confirmed that the PC had Public Liability cover of £5,000,000.

· 4.7:  Pruning of Hedge next door to Village Hall: Clerk had written to C. Ainstey as previously agreed with no response to date.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk follows the matter up with O.C.C. if no response is received by the end of the month.

Action: Clerk.

08/11 PROJECT PLANS:  Each responsible councillor presented a report on his/her project area, as discussed as part of the budget, (See  attached reports).  It was noted that there is a £1,500.00 grant available in support of the Parish Plan.  The projects which were the responsibility of Cllr. C. Maynard will be carried forward by Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad until responsibility is passed onto another councillor. Following an introduction by the Chairman the following reports were made:-

· Traffic Calming: Outline proposals drawn up by Chairman and Cllr. S. Henderson.  

· Children's Services and Elderly Support Network:  Proposals presented by Cllr. M. Trilk. Looking at a 16yr old cut off rather than a 12yr old and tax efficient initiative.

· Sustainable Living Initiative:  Presented by Cllr. S. Henderson.

· Community Liaison Network:  Presented by Cllr. L. Butler.

· Legal Advice:  Presented by Cllr. A. Arshad.

· Risk Assessment: Presented by Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

· Play Area: Presented by Cllr. L. Butler.

· Website: Presented by Cllr. L. Butler.  It was noted that the local B&B house would like a link from the website and are happy to pay ; held over at the moment.    Thanks were extended to Brian (Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator).

· Allotments:  Two new people have been added to a waiting list.

· Village Pond: Presented by Cllr. M. O'Donohue.  This project could be linked with 'Flooding'.

· Planning: Presented by Cllr. M. Trilk: Money had been set aside in the precept for  training in planning matters and to enable attendance at workshops in order for the PC to be better briefed relating to planning issues and thereby keep parishioners appropriately informed.

· Flooding: Presented by Cllr. A. Stevenson.  Photographs have been taken during the heavy rain periods to monitor the village pond, culverts etc., these are logged on computer.

The Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad thanked all the councillors for their efforts, this was reciprocated  to the Chairman.  It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council discusses at its next meeting the concept of the 'Village Plan'.

Action: Clerk.

08/12  COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP: The PC was disappointed to receive Cllr. C. Maynard's resignation he had made a large contribution to the council.  It is clear that the PC is moving on at a pace and it was made clear at interview the amount of work involved between meetings.  Cllr. Maynard was responsible for three projects, Cllr. A. Stevenson would be glad to take on the 'Ramblers Footpath' project, and the issue is one of time and commitment.  In considering this the PC felt it had the following options:-

· It could remain as a council of six members: it would have to look at the possibility of reducing the number of members, ie., the legalities etc.,

· If a new member is taken on it should look at informing them about the commitment and expectations required; to support the newcomer.

· It should be prepared to say no if the candidate is not suitable.  Questions asked at interview should be fair; look at putting together a 'Job Role'.

It was RESOLVED that no action be taken at present to fill the role, the PC needs to reflect and seek reference from the Clerk, looking at Statutory Policy and Guidance and considering what is right for the village; the PC needs enough people to cover all eventualities.  The Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad would provide 'Guidance' notes to all councillors.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Clerk.

08/13 FINANCE: (See Appendix 2 – attached):

· Invoices paid prior to the meeting: (Appendix 2).

· It was RESOLVED that the attached list of invoices (Appendix 2) were approved for payment with the exception of the cheque to 'Scottish Widows Plc' to open the new account.  It was RESOLVED that a cheque could be drawn once a copy of the Bank Reconciliation had been sent to Cllr. M. O'Donohue to approve the calculation for the opening amount.

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

· 7.1: Precept/Budget for 2008/2009:  The Clerk had emailed all councillors a copy of the final figures following amendments approved at the previous meeting.  The Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad took this opportunity to thank councillors for attending the Extraordinary meeting.  Cllr. S. Henderson wished to have her concerns minuted “that the increase in the precept will shock people”.  It was felt that  such concerns could be mitigated by the proposed projects and management of the budget and by pre-empting those concerns by promoting the precept figures and spending plans.  It was RESOLVED that the precept requirement for 2008/2009 of £10,017.00 was approved; Clerk to submit to C.D.C. and the following action to be taken:-

· To agree how to present to village

· To be pro-active in communication; bulk cost to pursue new things gets value for precept increase (substantial initiative).

· Cllr. M. O'Donohue to put together report for newsletter to be circulated with the next issue of the parish magazine.

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

· 7.2: Members' Allowance:  C/fwd as Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad needs to read and understand before council considers action.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Clerk.

· 7.3: Internal Auditor 2007/08: It was RESOLVED that Cllr. M. O'Donohue looks at this item and makes his recommendations to the council for consideration at the next meeting.

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue.

· 7.4 Annual Play Area Inspection: It was RESOLVED that John Hicks & Associates were approved as the contractor to carry out the Annual Play Area Inspection for 2008.  Clerk to notify.

Action: Clerk.

District Cllr. D. Hughes, prior to leaving the meeting at 9.53pm, said that he was amazed at the work and diligence of the PC; the proposed projects offered value for money:  The PC should let him know if C.D.C. can help with networking; he thought adjacent villages would benefit from the idea of translation for the polish community.  C.D.C. would advertise on the PC website.  The PC appreciated his view and would like to take up his offer to endorse the PC's approach.  He ended by apologising for not attending recent meetings, he had been unable to attend for personal reasons.   The Chairman thanked him for attending.

08/14  PLANNING MATTERS: (See Appendix 3 – attached): 

· 8.1 New Applications: None.

· 8.2 Decision Notices: 

· Application No: 07/02010/F – Applicant's Name: Mr C Mack – Permission for Development subject to conditions.

· Application No: 07/01978/F – Applicant's Name: Mr & Mrs R McRae - Permission for Development subject to conditions.

· 8.3 Withdrawal Notices:

· Application No: 07/02490/OUT – Applicant's Name: Mr T Northcott.

08/15  VILLAGE MAINTENANCE: (See Appendix 4 – attached).

· 9.1 Grass Cutting Specifications: Cllr. A. Stevenson and the Clerk had met again this evening to review the specification following the email this morning, to all councillors (See attached).  The change in cutting area could lead to residents having to walk in the road should the verges become overgrown; there is also the cosmetic look of the village to consider.  The PC considered its options as follows:

· To cut within the 30mph limit and see how it goes;

· To cut down on allocation of cuts to see if it can spread the costs;

· To increase the Public Liability Insurance; noting that the contractor would also have to comply to the the same.

· In order to start the grass cutting in April it was RESOLVED that:-

· the list of contractors were approved.

· two specifications be sent out for the village verges; one to include the extra cuts previously agreed, which would be outside the 30mph limit and one to cover the new 30mph zone; Two separate quotes to be requested for each specification. 

· Schedule 3 and 5.2 of the agreement to be included on the specification.   

· The distance to be worked out; taking into consideration the grant to look at the budget and see how best spent/value for money.  There is no allocation to extend the precept.  

· An Extraordinary Meeting to be held on 5 March 2008 at 8.30pm to consider the quotes and Increase to Public Liability.

Action: Cllr. A. Stevenson and Clerk.

08/16 VILLAGE WEBSITE: As above (08/11).  Thanks were expressed to those involved in the set-up of the original site:  Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllr. L. Butler, John Thompson and 'Monty'.  The Chairman proposed that a regular item be added to the agenda; “What's this I hear about the Village Website' ; subjects for website; precept, project plans (Sustainability a good one to start with).  It was RESOLVED that Cllr. L. Butler could sign up with an American company that offers a package for £8 - £15 per month to improve on the current site.

08/17  CORRESPONDENCE B.P.C.139/140/141: (circulated for comments prior to the meeting) Comments to be considered and any action approved:   No actions.  Cllr. L. Butler had earmarked issues relevant to him.  Correspondence on the litter pick had been passed to the Social Committee and organised for the 6 April 2008 at 11am.

08/18  MATTERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT MEETING:  

· For Information: 

· Supplementary Consultation Site Allocation: Cllr. M. Trilk to look at when published on-line and to mark any relevant issues.

· L.D.C. Meetings: Settlement Boundaries:  Cllr. M. Trilk: Probable planning footprint is being formalized; a cluster planning service centre village, which gets all the facilities, would have satellite villages; it is proposed that Ambrosden would be the satellite village for Arncott and Blackthorn; which would be fine but Launton Village could be a better option; as the present system is working why change it?  Cllr. M. Trilk would provide the contact number for anyone who has an opinion on this matter. The following paragraphs replace the above as agreed M3/08 – 08/22.

· LDF Meetings: Settlement Boundaries: Cllr M Trilk - Probable planning footprint to be formalised; within the settlement boundary would identify areas likely to succeed with appropriate planning applications whilst outside the boundary would probably not achieve planning.  Amenities would likely be included within the boundary in order to protect them from inappropriate planning. It would involve a team of people from the planning department drawing up the individual boundaries for every settlement in the district. The advantage over the current planning process was barely discernable and so the view of the working group Clr Trilk was involved in was that if that worked why invest all the time and money in altering a process that already worked.  

 

· Satellite Villages: Cllr Trilk also provided a response regarding the Lead & Satellite village proposals relating to Blackthorn. It is currently proposed that the Main Village is Ambrosden with Arncott and Blackthorn as satellite villages feeding off Ambrosden facilities. Cllr Trilk responded that whilst this was a reasonable proposal a preferred option for consideration should be Launton as it provided an equal standard of amenities to Ambrosden but also safer access to Bicester through previously developed pavements and cycle paths.

· For Discussion: 

· Village Website: To become a regular agenda item.

· Council Membership: To consider as above (08/12).

· Notice Board on Station Road: To consider replacement.

Action: Clerk.

08/19 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

· Blackthorn PC Meeting to be held on  2 April 2008 at 7.30pm in Blackthorn Village Hall.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.37pm


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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