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Minutes of the Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council 

in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 3 December 2008 at 7.30p.m.

PRESENT: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Vice Chairman L. Butler and Cllr’s. Mrs A. Stevenson and  Mrs M. Trilk.

IN ATTENDANCE:  T. Charlesworth (Clerk).

08/81  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  None.

08/82  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: 

· Cllr. M. Trilk declared a prejudicial interest in Application No: 08/02297/F.

· Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad declared a prejudicial interest in Application No: 08/02297/F.

The meeting was adjourned for the period of public attendance.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr. L. Butler act as Chairman whilst A. Arshad addressed the meeting as a member of the public.

· Mr A. Arshad asked for the PC's support in objecting to the application (the former Chairman and Vice-Chairman had offered support but it had not been followed forward in writing); this was the fourth application by the applicant with three withdrawals.  There had been ten applications made on the land over the past twenty years; with collective withdrawals and refusals.  There had been no pre-plan application with himself; the current application contains less detail than the previous three, although there is an element of improvement (home study).  He asked the PC to take into consideration the follow points and to find a balance when considering its response:-

· Less detail leads to an internal conflict of use;

· No commitment to use of property; Residential/Agricultural use not explained;

· Conflict of use 1-8 Chapel Close;

· Conflict of use down the lane within the applicant's own dater;

· Nine houses in pinch location;

· Highways not involved; consider frequency of use;

· Infill Land is not designated for residential;

· Safety/Damage to The Chapel;

· Privacy; the Chapel has enjoyed twenty-five years of privacy; affect on small garden; period of time sets a precedent;

· Pre-plan dialogue; taken place with residents of Chapel Close.

The meeting reconvened; Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. M. Trilk left the room whilst the PC considered item No. 7 on the Agenda taking into consideration the above.

08/83  PLANNING MATTERS (See Appendix 3 attached): Accepted.

· 7.1 New Applications: 

· C.D.C. - Planning, Housing and Economy – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Consultation – Planning Application – Application No: 08/02297/F – Applicant's Name: Mr Michael Cross – Proposal: Change of use of redundant barns to residential property – Location: Barns at Common Farm Chapel Close Thame Road Blackthorn – Parish(es): Blackthorn – Expected Decision Level: Delegated:  The Clerk pointed out that the PC was no longer quorate (two members present) to make a decision on the application.  Discussions took place which the Clerk noted; it was RESOLVED that the discussions would be struck from the minutes if the Clerk confirmed with C.D.C. that the PC could make no decision as it was not quorate.  If it was able to make a decision then the notes would form part of the minutes and would be submitted as the PC's response to the application.  (The Clerk later confirmed that the PC was not quorate to make a decision).

Action: Clerk.

The Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. M. Trilk returned to the meeting.  Cllr. A. Arshad resumed the position of Chairman and the meeting continued as follows:

08/84  THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING: It was noted that the meeting scheduled for the 1 October 2008 had been cancelled as it was not quorate.

08/85  CO-OPTION/PROMOTION OF  COUNCIL VACANCIES: Cllr. M. O'Donohue had resigned from the PC and a Notice of Vacancy was to be placed on the notice board; the Clerk had advised C.D.C.  A flyer is to be distributed round the village in order to promote the vacancies.

Action: All councillors.

08/86  MATTERS FOR REPORT: (See Appendix 1 – attached): Accepted.

· 5.1: Finance – Barclays Bank Mandate: It was RESOLVED that Cllr. A. Stevenson would be the third signatory in place of the Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.  She was to contact the Accounts Manager to confirm arrangements to attend with relevant paperwork.

Action: Cllrs. A. Stevenson.

08/87 FINANCE: (See Appendix 2 – attached):  Accepted.

· Invoices paid prior to the meeting: (Appendix 2): 

· Invoices for payment:  It was RESOLVED that the attached list of invoices (Appendix 2) were approved for payment; with the addition of 

· Blackthorn Social Committee - £220.00 -  Cheque No: 100846 – It was RESOLVED to pay this as the amount had been approved as part of the budget for 2008/09.

· It was RESOLVED  not to pay the following invoice:

· Rake Choice Ltd - £293.75 – Invoice not received.  It was RESOLVED that payment could be made on receipt of the invoice.

Action: Clerk.

· Receipts: (See Appendix 2 – attached). None.

· 6.1: Internal Audit Report: Actions update:

· (c) Risk Assessment: Clerk to email relevant information to Cllr. A. Arshad.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Clerk.

· (d) Budget/Precept: Comments to be noted when setting: (See below 6.3).

· (g)  Payroll: Statement to be drawn up by M. O' Donohue: New action to be approved as resigned.  Council to consider Clerk was underpaid by £316.49: (See above) Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad to follow up.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

· 6.2: BDO Stoy Hayward LLP – Annual Audit Year Ended 31 March 2008:  

· Notice of Conclusion: To be displayed on notice board.  Clerk/RFO to be contact.

· Issues arising from the Audit:  

· Weakness Identified:

· The Council failed to:

· Approve Section 1 of the Annual Return (“the accounts”) by the statutory deadline of the 31 July 2008;

· hold a meeting within 20 working days after the statutory deadline to consider the approval of the accounts;

· approve the accounts at this meeting; and

· display a notice informing the electorate why the accounts could not be approved.

·  the council  is to ensure that tit meets the deadline in 2009.

· It was RESOLVED that the PC approved and accepted the Annual return

· It was RESOLVED that the Chairman and Cllr. L. Butler meet with the Clerk/RFO to gain a better understanding of the process.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllr. L. Butler and Clerk.

· 6.3: Precept: It was RESOLVED that the draft figures that the Clerk/RFO had drawn up be amended to show replacement funds (ring fenced) bringing them back up to what they were last year.  Figures to be emailed in simple format to councillors for consideration prior to the Extraordinary Meeting to be held in January.  Clerk to enquire as to whether or not the PC can have an extension on the deadline date for submitting the precept.

Action: All councillors and Clerk/RFO.

08/88  PLANNING MATTERS: (See Appendix 3 – attached): Accepted.

· 7.1 New Applications: 

· C.D.C. - Planning, Housing & Economy – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Consultation – Planning Application – Application No: 08/02096/LB – Applicant's Name: Mr Stuart Montague – Proposal: The reinstatement of the original fireplace and chimney in middle room – Location: Weir Cottage Lower Road Blackthorn – Parish(es): Blackthorn – Expected Decision Level: Delegated – Rec/d 17.10.08. The PC made no objections or observations.

· C.D.C. - Planning, Housing & Economy – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Consultation – Planning Application – Application No: 08/02124/F – Applicant's Name: Mr Stuart Montague – Proposal: Reinstatement chimney stack – Location: Weir Cottage Lower Road Blackthorn – Parish(es): Blackthorn – Expected Decision Level: Delegated – Rec/d 22.10.08.  The PC made no objections or observations.

· C.D.C. - Planning, Housing and Economy – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Consultation – Planning Application – Application No: 08/2276/LB – Applicant's Name: Dr and Mrs Grell – Proposal: Installation of solar collector on south west roof elevation – Location: The Cottage New House Farm Lower Road – Parish(es): Blackthorn – Expected Decision Level: Delegated – Rec/d 13.11.08.  The PC made no objections or observations.

· C.D.C. - Planning, Housing and Economy – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Consultation – Planning Application – Application No: 08/02297/F – Applicant's Name: Mr Michael Cross – Proposal: Change of use of redundant barns to residential property – Location: Barns at Common Farm Chapel Close Thame Road Blackthorn – Parish(es): Blackthorn – Expected Decision Level: Delegated.  See above (08/83).

· C.D.C. - Planning, Housing & Economy – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Consultation – Planning Application – Application No: 08/02306/LB – Applicant's Name: Mr Christopher Mobbs – Proposal: Replacement door, frame and lintel – Location: Weir Farm Lower Road Blackthorn – Parish(es): Blackthorn – Expected Decision Level: Delegated – Rec/d 25.11.08.

· 7.2 Decision Notices: 

· C.D.C. - Notice of Decision – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) - Application No: 08/01701/F – Applicant's Name: Mark Hide – Proposal: Two storey rear extension – Location: Ivy Cottage Thame Road Blackthorn Oxfordshire – Parish(es): Blackthorn – UPRN: 100120802287 – Permission for Development subject to conditions – Date of Decision: 8 September 2008 – Rec/d 17.9.08.

· C.D.C. - Notice of Decision – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) and Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (as amended) – Application No: 08/01833/LB – Applicant's Name: Mr Stuart Montague – Proposal: Replace existing thatch roof using same materials and to match existing style – Location: Weir Cottage Lower Road Blackthorn Oxfordshire OX25 1TQ – Parish(es) Blackthorn – UPRN: 100121291923 – Listed Building consent subject to conditions – Date of Decision: 3 October 2008 – Rec/d 8.10.08.

· 7.3 Withdrawal Notices: None.

· 7.4: Planning Queries: 

· Refuse Burning:  Refuse burning query: Information emailed to Cllr. L. Butler for publication.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler and Clerk.

· LDF Update:  Cllr. M. Trilk reported that it is back into consultation period.  She will respond to the  Eco-Town road show.

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk.

· Aylesbury Vale LDF: There is an opportunity to respond; Cllr. M. Trilk will look at.

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk.

08/89  GRASS CUTTING: FINAL CUT 2008:  The decision had been made to have an extra/final cut on the verges but not the play area.  Cllr. A. Stevenson had emailed Mr Cross.

08/90  HEDGE FROM BLACKTHORN VILLAGE HALL TO THE JUNCTION OF LOWER ROAD AND THAME ROAD:  The contents of letter B.P.C.155(04) were read.  Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad is to meet with Mr Anstey to discuss appropriate way forward; It was RESOLVED that the PC offers to administer the cash to maintain the hedge if  in return it can have ten feet of land on a long lease for community use, as suggested by the Social and Village Hall Committees.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

08/91   FOOTPATHS:

· 10.1:  Footpath on Lower Road: Weed growing through footpath: Clerk to contact O.C.C.

· 10.2:  Public Footpath from Shaw's Farm to the back of the houses on Station Road: Clerk to contact O.C.C.

Action: Clerk.

· PROJECT REPORTS: 

· 11.1:  Play Area Lease: PC to approve and sign:  The new 'one hundred year' lease had been checked by a lawyer and his recommended amendments have been made by C.D.C. (there is a clause for the lease to be reviewed by C.D.C. in 25 years time).  The Play Area and Recreational Committee recommends that the PC approve and adopt the lease which has to be signed by two members of the PC witnessed by the Clerk.  The committee is yet to confirm its status i.e., sub committee as it is still waiting for information from OPFA; being a sub-committee has some limitations in terms of grant applications however, the benefits are being able to claim back V.A.T., the use of PC bank accounts, members of the PC are on the committee.  It was RESOLVED that the new lease was approved and adopted by the PC signed by Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Vice-Chairman L. Butler witnessed by the Clerk.

· Allotments: Cllr. L. Butler reported that the gate had been re-sited (08/87 above).  That he had received quotes for the cutting of the White's hedge; the cost of which has been agreed to be met by the tenants.

· Website: Cllr. L. Butler reported that the site is rolling along nicely.  The sites 'Domain' name is due for renewal.  As previously agreed (M3/08 – 08/23 – 5.9) L. Butler will be reimbursed for the payment upon production of a receipt.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler.

· Neighbourhood Watch: Cllr. L. Butler is watching over at present.

· Children's Services: Cllr. M. Trilk was pleased to report that the 'Play Bus' is back in the village and being well utilised.  She has been advised by Michael Napman, O.C.C., Rural Children's Co-ordinator that there is massive funding for a centre in Ambrosden, she has however, asked what can be done more locally for Blackthorn village; they are currently looking at courses, i.e. road safety and funding to support other age groups i.e., summer activities, cycling proficiency etc.

· Sustainability Project: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad reported that the subject had fuelled interesting debate on the website.  Looking into grant assistance for insulation.

· Farmers Market: No progress to report.

· Elderly Support Network: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad has formed an individuals contact list. He attended a consultation meeting with the Oxfordshire's Carers Forum; who have support to offer.  Information to be published on the website.

· Risk Assessment: No progress to report.

· Community Networking:  Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad reported that he was waiting for the I.R.C. network to develop.

· Ramblers Footpaths: No progress to report.

· Legal Advice: None used to date.

· Weir Pond: It was expected that M. O'Donohue is to tie up any loose ends.

· Grass Cutting: Cllr. A. Stevenson reported as above (08/89), she had asked the Cross's to refer any complaints to her.  She would keep an eye on the ditches,  where the bridge is lowered; the muck on the road and mess on the verges. The damage to the verges in Station Road, Cllr. L. Butler had been advised, would be made good by Harlan U.K..

08/92  MAGAZINE DEADLINE: Articles to be published in the next copy.; 'Vacancy for Parish Councillors' with Clerks contact details.

08/93  BULLINGDON 'IMMIGRATION REMOVAL CENTRE':

· Open Day Dialogue:  Attended by Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, S. Henderson and A. Stevenson.   The following was discussed with the Traffic Consultant:

·  Wish list of manageable traffic measures, to be sent by Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, the PC has ring fenced funds it could contribute if there is a commitment to contribute to the following, 

· Coloured tarmac;

· Traffic analysis;

· Re-siting of gates;

· LED 30mph signs;

· Chicane proposals

· The planning applications is expected to be submitted shortly; Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad to draft a letter, with the support of Cllr. M. Trilk, asking for O.C.C. support, to be tied in with traffic calming and to also ask where there is an operational policy.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. M. Trilk.

08/94  CORRESPONDENCE B.P.C. 1551/152/153/154 (circulated for comments prior to the meeting) No action; some relevant paperwork removed by responsible officers.

08/95  MATTERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT MEETING:  

· For Information: 

· Extraordinary Meeting: Focus on precept.

· February Meeting: Matters for agenda.

· For Discussion: 

· None.

08/96 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  

· Extraordinary Meeting: 8 January at 8.15pm in Blackthorn Village Hall: To consider draft figures, amend and approve precept.

· Clerk to circulate proposed dates for 2009 by email (Councillors to consider flexibility for start times).

Action: Clerk.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40p.m.


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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