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Minutes of the Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council 

in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 1 April 2009 at 7.30p.m.

PRESENT: (Acting Chairman) Vice Chairman L. Butler and Cllr’s. Mrs A. Stevenson and  Mrs M. Trilk.

IN ATTENDANCE:  County Cllr. C. Fulljames  and T. Charlesworth (Clerk).

09/19  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad .

09/20  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None.

09/21  THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING:  It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held  on 4 February 2009 at 7.30pm  were agreed and signed as a correct record of the  meeting by the Vice Chairman (acting Chairman).

09/22  CO-OPTION/PROMOTION OF  COUNCIL VACANCIES: No application received.

Action: All councillors.

09/23  COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT: County Cllr. C. Fulljames had the following to report for O.C.C and C.D.C. (on David Hughes behalf):

· Immigration Centre: Application is to be considered by C.D.C. Planning tomorrow, 2 April 2009, and is recommended for approval with several conditions.  It was noted that the application is a departure from C.D.C. Policy and would have to be cleared by the Secretary of State.  Conditions on the application include: travel plans, natural England, medical authorities, S106 Agreement to be finalised for money for the Fire Station, retention of trees, access, three years before reapplication can be made etc., there is also an objection from the Environment Agency that needs to be addressed.  The PC requested that she ask if a S106 Agreement has been allocated for the affected villages (there is nothing to suggest this in the application) and requested that she look into this and try and negotiate a contribution towards Blackthorn village, the PC has several projects that money could be contributed to i.e., Traffic Calming, Play Area the possibility of a footpath/cycle track on Station Road or the reinstatement of the footpath on Lower Road.  She along with David Hughes and Bob Duxbury attended Colnbrook IRC where they were taken on a conducted tour, the centre is the same type of building proposed at Bullingdon; it is very secure; has facilities such as gyms, places of worship etc.; detainees are there for a maximum of six weeks as they are on the last leg before transfers and flights out of the country are arranged; officers said that although there is a visitors area they have few visitors because they are afraid of what might happen to them.  

· Bullingdon Prison: Tony Baldry has written to the Governor of the prison and she has been in contact about the officers driving.  The PC welcomed her suggestion that she asks Tony Baldry to write an introductory letter and invite from Blackthorn PC.  It was noted that because of the different shift patterns between the prison and the proposed immigration centre there would potentially be a constant flow of traffic through Blackthorn village.  It was also noted that PC Caroline Brown has attended Blackthorn village on several occasions and has made many speed bookings through the village; this could be used as supporting evidence of speeding in Blackthorn village if required.

· Proposed Eco-Town in the North West of Bicester: C.D.C. Are to go ahead with this proposal sited towards Bucknell and Caversfield.  There are to be five thousand houses with the equivalent of five thousand jobs on site; there will be forty houses built to the hectare, forty percent of which will be for recreational land (to include back gardens).  The site has already been made a 'B' category. It was noted that this proposal had not gone through the formal planning system and the PC felt that it was being treated with contempt and requested that she feeds this feeling back to C.D.C.  

· Weston Otmoor Eco-Town: It was noted that the site had come out high on a viability study.

· Proposed Incinerator at Ardley or Sutton Courtney:  The two sites have to go through the planning system and one will be chosen.  It was noted that whilst the application for the incinerator at Ardley does not affect Blackthorn village the by-product may affect it.  The heat from such an incinerator would go back into a grid.

· Proposed Wind Farm at Ardley: It was noted that an application has been made.

· Development at Bicester (Sainsbury's): Is on hold at present because of the current financial climate.

The PC thanked County Cllr. C. Fulljames for attending the meeting.  She left at 8.30pm and the meeting resumed as follows:

09/24  MATTERS FOR REPORT: (See Appendix 1 – attached): Accepted.

· 5.1: Finance – Barclays Bank Mandate:  The mandate had been returned again; all current signatories on the account are to initial against A. Arshad signature in order to remove it from the mandate.  It was RESOLVED that this was done.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler.

· 5.2: Footpaths:

· Footpath on Lower Road: Weed growing through footpath: No update.  Clerk to follow up.

Action: Clerk. 

· Public Footpath from Shaw's Farm to the back of the houses on Station Road: The Clerk reported that O.C.C. has advised her that the footpath had been cleared on the 21 January 2009. The Clerk was tasked with asking if the footpath could be cleared every two months.

Action: Clerk.  

09/25  FINANCE: (See Appendix 2 – attached):  Accepted.

· Invoices paid prior to the meeting: (Appendix 2): 

· Invoices for payment:  It was RESOLVED that the attached list of invoices (Appendix 2) were approved for payment.

Action: Clerk.

· Receipts: (See Appendix 2 – attached). None.

· 6.1: Internal Audit Report: Actions update:

· (c) Risk Assessment: On researching this matter the Clerk confirmed that a draft had been presented to the council in June 2008 and had been approved on 2 July 2008 (minute ref: M5/08 – 08/57 – 6.2) copies were handed to each member.  

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Clerk.

· (g)  Payroll: Statement to be drawn up by Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad: It was noted that following an underpayment last year, due to hours actually worked compared to hours employed to work for, the Clerk records and presents hours of work to the council along with Clerk's pay and expenses; this matter is to be monitored in order to prevent underpayment and to review hours of employment. The statement is still to be drawn up.

· Effectiveness of Internal Audit:  It was noted that this has been actioned in part (minute ref: M5/08 – 08/57 – 6.3) but having spoken to BDO Stoy Hayward Plc., the Clerk informed the council that this needs formalising and reviewing annually; the Clerk/RFO has emailed a draft format to members which is to be considered/amended/approved at the next PC meeting.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

· 6.2:  Bank Reconciliation (See attached): It was RESOLVED that the Bank Reconciliations were approved and signed as follows:

· 1.4.08 – 30.6.08 – Shows a balance as shown in the receipts and payments account of £19,277.26

· 1.7.08 – 30.9.08 - Shows a balance as shown in the receipts and payments account of £21,248.07.

· 1.10.08 – 31.12.08 - Shows a balance as shown in the receipts and payments account of £17,994.11.

09/26  PLANNING MATTERS: (See Appendix 3 – attached): Accepted.

· 7.1 New Applications: 

· None.

· 7.2 Decision Notices: 

· C.D.C. - Notice of Decision – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) – Application No: 08/02497/F – Applicant's Name: Mr Stuart Montague – Proposal: Extension to the rear north west gable, including the demolition of existing brick toilet – Location: Weir Cottage Lower Road Blackthorn Oxfordshire OX25 1TQ – Parish(es): Blackthorn – UPRN: 100121291923 – Refusal of Permission for development – Date of Decision: 30 January 2009 – Rec/d 11.2.09: Noted.

· 7.3 Withdrawal Notices: None.

· 7.4: Planning Queries: None.

· LDF Update:  Nothing to report.

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk.

· Aylesbury Vale LDF: Nothing to report.

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk.

09/27  HEDGE FROM BLACKTHORN VILLAGE HALL TO THE JUNCTION OF LOWER ROAD AND THAME ROAD:  The Clerk had followed the matter up as previously agreed and had been advised that C. Anstey would be in contact with the Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad to make arrangements to meet.  It was noted that the hedge had been tidied up.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

09/28  PLAY AREA ANNUAL INSPECTION: It was RESOLVED that John Hicks & Associates were approved.  Clerk to notify.

Action: Clerk.

09/29  INFORMATION COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION:

· Guide to Information: Cllr. A. Stevenson and the Clerk had met and produced a draft copy which had been emailed to councillors (attached): It was proposed and RESOLVED that the draft copy was approved with the following amendments:

· Class 2: The Annual Return would be published on Blackthorn Village website.

· Class 4: Bye-laws are not applicable to the PC.

· Class 5: Internal Policies relating to the delivery of services not required (Clerk/RFO took advice from S.L.C.C.).

· Equality and Diversity policy: not required (Clerk/RFO took advice from S.L.C.C.).

· Health and Safety policy: not a legal requirement unless you have more than 3 employees but a good idea to have one in place (Clerk/RFO took advice from S.L.C.C.). Not applicable.

· Recruitment policies (including current vacancies):  not necessary (Clerk/RFO took advice from S.L.C.C.).

· Information security policy: not necessary (Clerk/RFO took advice from S.L.C.C.).

· Data Protection policies: are useful.  Not applicable.

· Class 7: Bus Shelters:  Shelters to be deleted and 'Timetable' to be added:  Information available on website.

· Schedule of Charges: Photocopying of black & white sheet to be 10p.

· Photocopying of coloured sheet to be 20p.

· Dates of Meetings: To be placed on website.  Clerk to mark any further emails to Lee that are to be put on the website.

Action:  Clerk.

09/30  PROJECT REPORTS: It was RESOLVED that a written report for each project be prepared and emailed to the Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad prior to the Annual meeting.

· 11.1:  Play Area Committee:  It was proposed that the 'Terms of Reference for a Parish Council Committee' be amended and prepared for adoption at the Annual Parish Council meeting.  It was RESOLVED that the following amendment be made to No: 7 taking into account comments from the internal auditor (attached):

· 'A bank account shall be opened by the Parish Council in the name of the Committee' shall be  changed to read: 'monies will be held in the Parish Council bank accounts and officially recorded and itemised as separate/ring fenced for the 'Play Area and Recreational Project'.  

Action: Clerk/RFO.

· 11.2:  Land Registry: The Clerk had emailed information from the Land Registry and it was RESOLVED that the Play Area land does need to be registered.  The Clerk was tasked with contacting O.A.L.C and/or S.L.C.C. to see if there is some free legal advice available to parish councils if not to contact C.D.C. Legal Service and instruct them to carry out the work.

· 11.3:  Grass Cutting: The figures from last year and this were compared and it was noted that a saving of  £498.00 is being made after the PC has received its grass cutting grant.  It was noted that areas outside the 30mph limit is still being cut by Mr Cross; this should be being cut by O.C.C. and it is making it very difficult for the PC to see if O.C.C. Is doing its job.  Some areas that have not been cut by either party need reporting to O.C.C.  Cllr. A. Stevenson to advise the Clerk of the areas and the Clerk to follow up with O.C.C.  Specifications need to be sent out towards the end of the year in order to approve one for 2010/11.

Action: Clerk/RFO.

09/31  MAGAZINE DEADLINE: Articles to be published in the next copy.; 'Vacancy for Parish Councillors' with Clerks contact details and the Annual meeting times.

09/32   BULLINGDON 'IMMIGRATION REMOVAL CENTRE': (See above 09/23): 

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. M. Trilk.

09/33  CORRESPONDENCE B.P.C.158 (circulated for comments prior to the meeting) No action; some relevant paperwork removed by responsible officers.

· B.P.C.158(18): O.C.C. - Oxfordshire Highways – Street Lighting – Blackthorn Parish Considering shutting off lighting for part of the night – Comments and views invited: PC to consider and approve response: Unable to comment as correspondence not returned to meeting.  C/fwd.

Action: Clerk.

09/34  MATTERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT MEETING:  

· For Information: 

· None.

· For Discussion: 

· None.

09/35  DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  

· 6 May 2009:  Annual Meeting of Blackthorn PC at 7pm in Blackthorn Village Hall:

·                       Annual Parish Meeting of Blackthorn at 8pm in Blackthorn Village Hall:

· The following preparations were approved for the above meetings:

· Slide Show

· Invites: 

· County Cllr. C. Fulljames;

· District Cllr. D. Hughes;

· Governor of Bullingdon Prison;

· Harlan -  Kevin and John;

· P.C. Caroline Brown;

· Neighbourhood Watch – B. Rixon;

· Village Hall Committee – Monty; 

· Social Committee – John Thompson;

· Recreational Committee – Carrie Kirby and Alison Webb

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.50p.m.


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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