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Minutes of the Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council 

in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 2 April 2008 at 7.30p.m.

PRESENT: Vice Chairman (approved acting Chairman) L. Butler and Cllr’s. Mrs M. Trilk and  Mr M. O'Donohue,  

IN ATTENDANCE:  T. Charlesworth (Clerk).

08/20  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad  and Cllr. Mrs A. Stevenson..

08/21  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None.

08/22  THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING: It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held  on 6 February 2008 at 7.30pm  were read but carried forward to the next meeting for agreement and signature as the Clerk needed clarification of M3/08 – 08/18 LCD Meetings/Settlement Boundaries.

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk and Clerk.

08/22  MATTERS FOR REPORT: (See Appendix 1 – attached): Accepted.

· 4.1: Bank Mandate: This had not been signed yet pending the closure of the Business Reserve Account.



Barclays: On reading the Statement of Account sent out confirming a zero balance it was 

noted by the Clerk that the account was not relevant to the PC.  It was therefore, RESOLVED 

that a follow up letter would be sent to Barclays asking why the PC had received no response 

to any of its letters regarding this matter and why it had received copies of someone else's 

bank statement.  No confirmation of closure of account yet, hence the above (Bank Mandate).

Action: Cllr. L. Butler.

· 4.2: Planning Applications: 

· Application No: 08/00366/LB – Applicant's Name: Dr and Mrs Grell : The PC made no objections or observations with reference to this application.

· Application No: 08/00439/OUT – Applicant's Name: Mr T Northcott:  The PC raised no objections but made the following observations:  “Whilst there appears to be parking of some description allocated to each property it would be impossible to entertain an overflow of parked cars outside of that plot at that location”. 

· 4.3: Pruning of Trees:  It was RESOLVED to carry this matter forward until the decision on grass cutting had been made; as the concerns may no longer be relevant if the PC does not cut outside the 30mph limit.

Action: Clerk.

· 4.4:  Pruning of Hedge next door to Village Hall: As there had been no response from C. Anstey the Clerk had written to O.C.C. Highways as previously agreed; O.C.C. had agreed to follow the matter up with a site visit (B.P.C.145(11).

· 4.5:  Annual Play Area Inspection:  Clerk had instructed John Hicks & Associates as previously instructed. Cllr. L. Butler reported that the, damaged, barrel had been removed, leaving the framework; although still on the grounds it had been made safe i.e., all edges had been smoothed by Mr Chadbone.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk  sends a thank you letter and the Insurance Policy would be reviewed, on circulation, to see if the 'barrel' needs removing from the policy; to be considered at the next meeting.

Action: All Councillors and Clerk.

08/23 FINANCE: (See Appendix 2 – attached):

· Invoices paid prior to the meeting: (Appendix 2).

· It was RESOLVED that both the attached list of invoices (Appendix 2) were approved for payment and the Bank Reconciliation showing the calculation for the transfer to 'Scottish Widows Plc' to open the new account.  Clerk to send application off to open the account.  There would be no payment to SLCC as no-one would be attending the Regional Conference.

Action: Clerk.

· 5.1: Precept/Budget for 2008/2009/News Flyer:  The news flyer had been produced and delivered to parishioners and published in the parish magazine.  The first precept payment will be received on 13 April 2008; C.D.C. advised Cllr. M. O'Donohue that the application for precept is a foregone conclusion unless above five hundred thousand pounds; this action is justified because parish councils are accountable.

· 5.2: Members' Allowance:  C/fwd as Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad needs to read and understand before council considers action.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Clerk.

· 5.3:  Bank Reconciliations 1.4.07 – 30.6.07  1.7.07 – 30.9.07  1.10.07 – 31.12.07:  It was RESOLVED that the Bank Reconciliations were approved showing the following balances:

· 1.4.07 – 30.6.07: £13,926.93.

· 1.7.07 – 30.9.07: £16,964.76.

· 1.10.07 – 31.12.07: £15,519.51.

· 5.4: Internal Auditor 2007/08:   Cllr. M. O'Donohue had been in contact with Mr Rollerson; following discussion; It was RESOLVED that BR Consulting was approved as the Internal Auditor for 2007/08: The PC was satisfied that BR Consulting met the PC needs (Review of Effectiveness of the System of Internal Audit); he is independent from the PC; he had been the PC's internal auditor for several years (prior to which he had been its External Auditor) and the PC had had no previous  issues arising from its audits;  B. R. Rollerson needed the council to close its end of year accounts as in previous years, submit them for review processes and he would make his recommendations.  It was noted that the date for approval of Statement 1 is 31 July 2008.

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk/RFO.

· 5.5:  Financial Risk Assessment: Clerk had prepared a draft to be reviewed by Cllr. M. O'Donohue and considered at the next meeting.

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

· 5.6: The Review of Effectiveness of the System of Internal Audit: It was noted that the PC had not formalized this process and would have to consider its answer to the Audit Statement as the end of year has now passed.  However, the matter was in hand and the PC had considered the process as part of its approval of its Internal Auditor (above).

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

County Councillor C. Fulljames arrived at 7.23pm; the Chairman welcomed her and invited her to take the floor:  Report as follows:-

· There was nothing in particular to report on relative to the PC however, there is lots going on in the County Council; offering support with the closure of post offices, rural schools etc.  She would endeavour to attend the AGM as she is at a C.D.C. meeting that eveing and would put together a report.  She agreed to apply pressure on the warden of the prison with reference to the speeding through the village, through Tony Baldry MP; she has already spoken to Caroline Brown PC; checks have been carried out in the village catching several speeding vehicles.  She agreed to make contact with David Hughes on behalf of Cllr. M. Trilk.

The Chairman thanked County Cllr. C. Fulljames on behalf of the Council (left the meeting at 8.36pm); the meeting continued as follows:-

· 5.7: Grass Cutting:  Council to consider recommendations from Cllr. A. Stevenson and Clerk on each of the items listed on  the attached matters for report:  

· The PC considered the report from Cllr. A. Stevenson and the Clerk (attached).  With regards to O.C.C. Highways cutting outside the 30mph the PC noted that it would maintain the height of the grass to 60mm; whilst the PC would be happy to phone in if the grass required cutting it was concerned about the response time and if the number of cuts would be limited.  The PC took into account that this is the most visible responsibility that the PC has and it would be judged upon it; it would also be difficult to justify the increase in the precept if the cuts outside the 30mph (if carried out by O.C.C.) were limited; there would however, be more money available, should the PC decide to cut within the 30mph limit, to carry out more cuts within the area or the play area.

· It was noted that the Clerk had received one quote by the deadline and a further one after the deadline, today's date;  it was RESOLVED that the quote that was received late would not be considered by the PC as this would be unfair to those that reached the deadline.

· Having considered the report and all of the above it was RESOLVED that the Clerk seeks reassurance from O.C.C. Highways about its response time and if there would be a limit to the amount of cuts and to confirm the height at which the grass will be maintained. Providing the PC was happy with the response it was RESOLVED that it would cut within the 30mph limit with O.C.C. cutting outside; if not it would cut both inside and outside the 30mph limit; it approved the amendments to the 'Agreement' and the Insurance Public Liability should the later decision be taken;  the quote from M. R. Cross was approved either way.  An article would be put in the PC magazine once the final decision is made to explain the changes.

Action: Clerk and all councillors.

· 5.8: Notice Board on Station Road: It was noted that the notice board in question was only just standing and in need of replacement.  Having considered the alternative materials that the notice board could be made of it was RESOLVED that it would be more viable to purchase a man made timber look alike notice board requiring no maintenance.  Cllr. L. Butler would source the one required (taking into account size etc) from the 'Greenbarnes Ltd' catalogue and would forward the details to the Clerk.  It was RESOLVED that the purchase was approved.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler and Clerk.

· 5.9: Website Package:  On advice received from O.A.L.C. it was RESOLVED to purchase a website package for a year at £92.62 (£183.60 if paid in instalments).  It was RESOLVED that  due to the requirement for  debit/credit card payment Cllr. L. Butler will make a personal payment and will be reimbursed by the PC upon  production of a receipt and to try and get invoices addressed to the PC for V.A.T. purposes.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler.

08/24  COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP: (See Appendix 3):  It was RESOLVED that the PC would retain seven members.  

08/25  PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS 1 MAY 2008/THE PROCESS: (See Appendix 4): All existing members have submitted their nomination papers and provided  forms are not invalidated and they are elected without contest then the PC would have to take steps to co-opt two new members.

Action: All Councillors and Clerk.

08/26 VILLAGE PLAN:  It was RESOLVED to carry this forward until the June meeting.

Action: Clerk.

08/27  PLANNING MATTERS: (See Appendix 5 – attached): 

· 9.1 New Applications: None.

· 9.2 Decision Notices: 

· Application No: 07/02613/LB – Applicant's Name: Mr Stuart Montague.– Listed Building Consent subject to conditions.

· 9.3 Withdrawal Notices: None.

08/28  PROJECT REPORTS/VOLUNTEERS: 

· Children's Services:  Work has commenced but it is a slow process.

· Planning: Cllr. M. Trilk had missed the previous meeting but intended to attend the next.

· Allotments: Cllr. L. Butler reported that they are proceeding well.  He has had to deal with the issue of hedges, one of which is owned by the adjacent farmer, being trimmed by allotment holders and the removal of a tree stump which has resulted in a gap in the hedge.   He has written to the relevant tenants (letter attached), who are apologetic and have agreed to fill the gap with fencing;  It was noted that the issue has arisen because of a grey area in the 'Tenancy Agreement' with regards to hedge cutting, which he has dealt with in the letter.  It was RESOLVED that the appendices be added to the 'Tenancy Agreement'  in order to clarify Clause 5 (G), (H) and (I), when it is next due for renewal.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler and Clerk.

· Pond: Cllr. M. O'Donohue reported that the information from the survey needs to be collated.  He has been in contact with the Environmental Consultant and will contact BBOWT.

08/29 VILLAGE WEBSITE: As above (08/23 – 5.9).

08/30  MAGAZINE DEADLINE: It was RESOLVED that the date for the deadline for entries into the parish magazine should be an agenda item so that the PC knows when to submit articles.

08/31  CORRESPONDENCE B.P.C..141/142/143/144:  (circulated for comments prior to the meeting) Comments to be considered and any action approved:   No actions.  Because of the recurring timing issues it was RESOLVED that the Clerk emails any time-scale letters and the procedure for circulation would be as follows:

· Clerk to deliver to Chairman first, if he is not available to delvier to the Vice-Chairman.

· Always end with Cllr. L. Butler who will notify the Clerk that it is ready for collection.

· Ring ahead before dropping the correspondence off, in case anyone is away, the use of mobile numbers would also be useful.

08/32  MATTERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT MEETING:  

· For Information: 

· None.

· For Discussion: 

· Informal Help:  Help is being offered to the PC on projects such as footpaths.  PC to consider how it feels.  General feeling was in support of.

Action: Clerk.

08/33 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

· 7 May 2008 Annual Meeting of BPC at 7pm followed by Annual Parish Meeting at 8pm: Council to discuss and approve requirements/preparation and presentations.  It was RESOLVED that:

· Annual Parish Meeting of Blackthorn:

· Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Vice Chairman Cllr. L. Butler would put together a power point presentation i.e., projects; intentions etc.

· Invites would be extended to County Cllr. C. Fulljames; District Cllr. D. Hughes; Brian Rixon (Neighbourhood Watch); Glen Lamont (Village Hall Committee); John Thompson (Social Committee); Play Area Committee (Cllr. L. Butler to approach committee at its next meeting) and Harlan UK.

· Finance: Presentation and pie charts M. O'Donohue.

· Annual Parish Council Meeting:

· To be kept to the bare bones:-

· Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman.

· Signing of Declaration of Acceptance of Office (All members following election).

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45pm


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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