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Minutes of the Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council 

in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 5 September 2007 at 7.30p.m.

PRESENT: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllr’s.  L. Butler, Mrs M. Trilk, Mr M. O'Donohue,  and Mrs A. Stevenson.

IN ATTENDANCE: T. Charlesworth (Clerk).

07/132 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr's. Mr C. Maynard and Mrs S. Henderson.

07/133 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: 

· Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad declared a personal and prejudicial interest in planning application No: 07/00974/F (previous application withdrawn 06/02015/F).  Neighbour.

· Cllr. M. Trilk declared a personal and prejudicial interest in planning application No: 07/00974/F (previous application withdrawn 06/02015/F).  Neighbour.

· Cllr. L. Butler declared a personal interest in planning application No: 07/01633/F – Applicant's Name: Miss C Eadle.

07/134 THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING: It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on 4 July 2007 at 7.30pm were agreed and signed as a correct record of that meeting.

07/135 CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR: Co-opted member to sign 'Declaration of Acceptance of Office' witnessed by the Clerk:  Member not present at meeting.  Clerk to get signed prior to next meeting if possible.

Action: Cllr. S. Henderson and Clerk.

07/136  CHAIRMAN'S MESSAGE FOLLOWING SUMMER RECESS AND 'CODE OF CONDUCT' FOR FUTURE MEETINGS:  The Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad hoped all members were refreshed and had, had time to reflect and look ahead.  There are two core areas to focus upon: the period to Christmas and looking forward to the next financial year.  With reference to managing meetings, the present approach is to try and deal with as much paperwork and administration beforehand, through emails etc., allowing appropriate time for discussion and consideration of core issues during the meetings and to eventually create “interactive time” to potentially  invite guest speakers to share development experiences i.e., people from the play area committee and members of other parish councils etc.  The Chairman thanked the council for their support in this so far and stated that he looked forward to such continued support.  

07/137 MATTERS FOR REPORT: (See Appendix 1 – attached): Accepted.

· 6.1   Finance – Bank Mandate: Had been submitted to Barclays with no response to date.:Actions: codes; to sort out the small amount remaining in the Barclays Business Reserve Account of £0.08p interest, as account should have been closed and to open Scottish Widows Bank Account.  It was RESOLVED that the Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllr. M. O'Donohue and the Clerk/RFO would arrange to meet, to look at the audit trail of the bank accounts , prior to the next meeting.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk/RFO.

Vice Chairman Cllr. L. Butler assumed the Chairman's role with reference to 6.2 Planning Application No: 07/00974/F (note interests declared above 07/133) and confirmed that the response was as agreed at the previous meeting.  Cllr. A. Arshad resumed the Chairman's role following this to continue on non-conflicted matters..

· 6.2   Planning Matters – New applications: Responses noted.  

· With reference to planning application No: 07/01367/F:  It was RESOLVED that although the response deadline had past councillors were to draw up  a collective communication coordinated by Cllr. M. Trilk, outlining the  impact through increased activity at the site (staff, visitors and services).  It was also noted that there is a possible link with the impact on other local villages; the Clerk was tasked with forwarding contacts for Ambrosden, Piddington and Arncott parish councils to the Chairman.

Action: All councillors and Clerk.

· With reference to planning application N: 07/01407/F:  The Clerk informed the council that the council had been notified that this application had been withdrawn.

· 6.3  BDO Stoy Hayward LLP – External Audit: Submitted.

The Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad combined the following agenda item with item No: 11.

· 6.4  Allotments – Request from Mr & Mrs Mack (See Appendix 1: 6.4 - attahced): Noted.  It was RESOLVED to wait for a response from Mr & Mrs Mack before taking any further action.

·  11.1  Council to consider request for allotment Plot 'A' from Carl Wilson and Trisha Collett purchases of Edmunds Cottage: Cllr. L. Butler reported that he had visited Mr Carey and explained that it was not a foregone conclusion that the new owners of his house would automatically get his allotment. He then visited the new owners, who expressed an interest in Plot 'A'. 

· 11.2   Council to discuss request received from Mark Hide and allotment layout:  In considering all the above and the application from Mark Hide it was RESOLVED that the situation could be resolved by the division of two of the allotments to make three; offering Carl Wilson and Trisha Collett (purchasers of Edmunds Cottage) and Mr Hide an allotment each.  A formal list of interested parties to be drawn up, the division of allotments to be measured and marked out on the existing allotment maps so that the Clerk can send out 'Tenancy Agreements'.  It was RESOLVED to tie this in with the meeting about banking, with the attendance of Cllr. L. Butler.  

Action:Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllr's. M. O'Donohue and L. Butler and Clerk/RFO. 

· 11.3  O.C.C. Lease Agreement:  Consider/approve amendment to Item 4 and consider addition to Insurance Policy Item 'K': (See Appendix 5 - attached): It was RESOLVED that Item 4 of the  'Tenancy Agreement'  should be reworded in line with the Lease Agreement to say: “for persons resident in the Parish of Blackthorn” not “The Boundaries of Cherwell District”.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk checks the existing insurance policy to see if its public liability covers the allotment if not to obtain a quote to include the allotments.  Council to consider if any further insurance costs should be passed onto the allotment owners.

Action: Clerk

· 6.5  B.P.C.129(04) (See Appendix 1 - attached): Cllr. M. Trilk was able to report that the letter had been written, submitted and accepted by the deadline, which was then extended.  The letter had been posted on the notice board and had received some positive and negative feedback.  It was noted that there were no submissions from concerned parishioners on the internet site.  All submissions will be considered and in 2008 they will come back with their selected options which will be not be submitted to the Secretary of State until December 2008, giving a six month period in between for a possible appeal.  Cllr. M. Trilk will keep a check on the situation.  The Parish Council extended its thanks to Cllr. M. Trilk for her efforts in monitoring the matter and developing a robust response by the deadline.  It was noted that there are existing parishioners willing to give a history of previously similar issues.  Cllr. M. Trilk apologised for not attending the meeting scheduled to be held at Bodicote, she had missed the email from the Clerk informing her of the change of venue, which she did not discover until she arrived at Bodicote; it would have been too late to move on to the meeting at Bicester; she would endeavour to attend the meeting scheduled for November.

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk.

· 6.6  Cllr. M. O'Donohue had nothing to report.

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue.

07/138  FINANCE: (See Appendix 2 – attached): Accepted

· Invoices paid prior to the meeting: (Appendix 2).

· It was RESOLVED that the attached list of invoices (Appendix 2) were approved for payment with the exception of the Cheque to be drawn for Scottish Widows Bank Plc (new account): It was RESOLVED not to approve payment until the audit trail is fully understood by members.  C/fwd to next meeting.

· With reference to the cleaning of the Bus Shelter by A. Morrissey it was RESOLVED that the Clerk draws up a receipt for payment to be signed by A. Morrissey: this would be sent to Cllr. A. Stevenson to collect signature for payment and to pass on payment.  To be filed to complete audit trail.

Action: Cllr. A. Stevenson and Clerk.

· With reference to grass cutting it was RESOLVED that a system be devised where there is a process, during the year, for checking cumulative payments against the grass cutting contract sum: Cllr. A. Stevenson to monitor throughout the year.  The audit trail should look at on-going  comparison with the contract sum, to ensure there is no over-expenditure and that the contract is being performed as expected.;at marrying up against the budget.   It was RESOLVED that Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr's. L. Butler and A. Stevenson meet before the next meeting to discuss the scope of the contracts.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr's.  A. Stevenson and M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

· Revised copy of Standing Orders:  The Clerk reported that the electronic copy had been received however S.L.C.C. notified her that: “Copyright - This publication is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be copied, lent, re-sold, hired out or otherwise circulated in any form without the prior consent of the National Association of Local Councils. However, should they so desire, local council officers can make copies or provide amended copies to individual elected members of that council. They cannot copy, lend, re-sell, hire out, etc, to officers or members of different local councils. For example, if a Clerk works for multiple councils, he/she can not copy it to both councils, as there has to be one copy ordered per council.  So despite receiving part payment from Merton PC the Clerk had returned the cheque.  It was RESOLVED  that full payment for the purchase was approved.

· Cllr. L. Butler – Reimbursement of £20.00 attendance fee to the Hanborough Roadshow on behalf of the council (see 07/140).

· M. R. Cross – Inv. No: 96 - £82.25.

· Receipts: (See Appendix 2 – attached). Accepted and noted.

· 7.1  Financial Risk Assessment: Nothing to report.  It was RESOLVED that the formal process would be looked at at the proposed meeting (above 07/137), an update to be presented at the next meeting.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk/RFO.

· 7.2   Precept/Budget for 2008/2009:   It was RESOLVED that the proposed meeting (above 07/137) would also require the Clerk/RFO to clarify the precept accounting standards and forward year precept application process.  Once understood it was RESOLVED that a core group would make recommendations for consideration by the council at the next meeting.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllr's. L. Butler and M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

· 7.3  Review of Effectiveness of the System of Internal Audit: It was RESOLVED that Cllr. M. O'Donohue would look at the documents and talk to the Internal Auditor by the next meeting.

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

The Chairman combined the following item with items No: 9  and 9.1 of the agenda:

· 7.4  Play Area Committee: Transfer of Fund Balance: The issue of the committee setting up a separate bank account, for the remaining fund balance and any funds raised for the play area or donating funds to the parish council to purchase play equipment was discussed, taking into account the V.A.T. element.  It was felt that if funds were donated to the parish council that it was to ensure that they were accounted for; to be ring fenced and any donations tracked.  If previous and future funds are to be donated to the parish council they were to be banked in an account of the council.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr. L. Butler discusses concerns with Cllr. R. Foord of Merton PC. before formally agreeing any action.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler.

· 9.1  Play Area: A copy of the draft letter had been circulated to all councillors and Clerk. Supporting references to be sought.  The Parish Council thanked Cllr. L. Butler for his efforts.

· 7.5  Financial Regulations: Clerk had emailed copies but councillors had been unable to read the documents.  Clerk to re-email.  (Chairman took Clerk's hard copy).  C/fwd to next meeting.

Action: Clerk.

· Scottish Widows application form: C/fwd.  (see above 07/137 – 6.1):  Chairman, Cllr. M. Trilk and Clerk to agree on code names.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllr. M. Trilk and Clerk.

07/139 PLANNING MATTERS: (See Appendix 3 – attached): 

· 8.1 New Applications:

· 07/01643/F – Applicant's Name: Mrs  D. Hughes: The Parish Council made no objections or observations in relation to the application.

· C.D.C. - Planning, Housing & Economy – Town & Country Planning Act 1990 – Consultation – Planning Application – Application No: 07/01633/F – Applicant's Name: Miss C Eadle – Proposal: Construction of 2 no. dormer windows to approved extension 06/00267/F – Location: Ebenezer Station Road Blackthorn – Parish(es): Blackthorn – Expected Decision Level: Delegated – Rec/d 31.8.07: To be circulated for comments.  

Action: All Councillors.

· 8.2 Decision Notices: 

· Application No: 07/00932/F – Mr C Mack – Withdrawn.

· Application No: 07/00974/F - Mr and Mrs M. R. Cross  - Withdrawn.

· C.D.C. - Planning, Housing & Economy – Withdrawal of Planning Application: - Application No: 07/01407/F – Applicant's Name: Mr & Mrs Henderson – Proposal: Erection of a conservatory – Location: Meadow Barn 1 Weir Farm Close Blackthorn Oxon OX25 1WA – Rec/d 1.9.07: Noted.

07/140 PLAY AREA: 

· Report  'Blackthorn Recreational Park Committee' representative Cllr. L. Butler:  He had attended the Hanborough Roadshow and would do an email update on the event.  

·  9.1  Extension of Play Area Lease: See above 07/138.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler.

07/141  VILLAGE MAINTENANCE:  (See Appendix 4 – attached): 

·  10.1  Verges outside Harlan: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. L. Butler had held a site meeting, they felt it would be difficult to stop the drivers continuing with ill practice.  Discussion took place based upon a triangular piece of O.C.C. land between the western kerb line and allotment hedgerow on Station Road, that could be used to widen the turning circle and this could be combined with the overall traffic calming solution to act as a deterrent to speeding.  Also for consideration is the issue of retrospective planning; having built the factory some time ago.  Larger vehicles are now being used with the growth of business, through an inadequate access point. An application for a restriction notice on vehicles entering and leaving the premises could be pursued however, it was felt that a collaborative approach would be best.  Proposal to be developed further in conjunction with the traffic calming project and other stakeholders..

Action: Chairman Cllr.  A. Arshad and Cllr. L. Butler.

· 10.2 Pruning:  Cllr. A. Stevenson had obtained two quotes from: M. R. Cross £388.88 inclusive

· of V.A.T. and Bob Massingham £700.00 with a third one to be obtained from Isis Accord Ltd.  Clerk to establish whether or not it is Highways land as it could be there responsibility.  Cllr. L. Butler had been advised by RoSPA that a note should be put into the parish magazine with regards to hedges as it is the owners responsibility to cut them back and ensure there is no hazards to passers by as they can be open to claims for negligence.  It was noted that the original letter was copied and delivered to affected houses or emailed.

Action: Cllr. A. Stevenson.

· 10.3 O.C.C. Grass Cutting Agreement – B.P.C.134(06):  Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad took the agreement to study and report back at the next meeting, following review with Cllrs. L. Butler and A. Stevenson.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllrs: L. Butler and A. Stevenson.

07/142  ALLOTMENTS: (See Appendix 5 – attached): See above 07/137.

07/143  TRAFFIC CALMING: Cllr. A. Arshad reported that the electronic results data from the traffic survey had been corrupted so the survey had to be repeated.  S. Henderson is to assist on this project and to help re-arrange the survey..  A meeting with Alison Mitchell is to be requested prior to response to her letter.  A letter is to be sent to the governor of the prison endorsed by County Cllr. C. Fulljames regarding the obvious speeding by prison officers and visitors.  Review of relevant traffic guidance notes indicate that the only real physical deterrent would be to restrict access onto the A41 combined with a data tag providing passage to agricultural vehicles.  It would be difficult to change the speed limit to 20mph and enforcing would be met by the current problems; unfortunately robust highways solutions only seem to be implemented upon occurrence of  fatalities therefore, such approaches would need to be considered.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and S. Henderson.

07/144 WEIR POND: Cllr. M. O'Donohue reported that he had walked around the pond, observing that the water levels are high (flooding related) and the pond and path are both overgrown:  It was proposed that the sleeper be cut in half to lower the weir level; to be carried out by working group however, before any work is carried out he would contact R. D'Ayla and BBOWT.

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue.

07/145 RISK ASSESSMENT: 

· Footpath repair Station Road: Footpaths on Lower Road not adopted.

· Play Area: Children's Barrel/Roller:  Is unsafe and has been cordoned off and a notice attached.

· Murphy's Work at the Corner of Thame Road and Lower Road: Works have been reported as being complete however, backfilling not started yet.

· Village Ditches: Hazard.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

07/146 DRAINAGE (DITCHES) AND FLOOD DEFENCES: During the inclement weather a worthwhile and diligent letter had been sent to residents.  It was RESOLVED that Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. A. Stevenson would meet to discuss the best way forward with the maintenance of ditches.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. A. Stevenson.

07/147 CORRESPONDENCE B.P.C.131/132/133/134: (circulated for comments prior to the meeting) Comments to be considered and any action approved.:   

· O.C.C. Blue bins fundraising: with parish council acting as agent it can get back £5.00:  Cllr. A. Stevenson happy to be contact.

· Recommendations for bottle banks placed within parish areas:  To be considered at next meeting; Cllr. A. Arshad to email all councillors.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Clerk.

· C.D.C. Flooding letter: Parish Council had been more proactive than C.D.C., on this matter.

07/148 SHARING OF TASKS: 

· Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad to look at list and revise for next meeting.  

· Cllr. L. Butler receiving a good feedback on the website; some issues to be resolved.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. L. Butler.

07/149 STANDING ORDERS AND CHAIRMANSHIP: Cllr. A. Arshad took the hard copy to study and report back at the next meeting.  Clerk to re-email to all councillors.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Clerk.

07/150 MATTERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT MEETING:  

· For Information:

· Nothing.

· For Discussion:

· 19.1 Farmers Market: Cllr. C. Maynard has list of contacts.  Letter to be put into parish magazine 'Supporting Local Businesses'; the idea is to have a market once a month.

07/151 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

· Blackthorn PC Meeting to be held on 3 October 2007 at 7.30pm in Blackthorn Village Hall.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.50pm.


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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