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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Blackthorn 

held in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 2 May 2007 at 8pm

PRESENT: Chairman Cllr’s.  L. Butler, Mrs M. Trilk, Mr A. Arshad, Mr C. Maynard,  Mr M. O'Donohue. and Mrs A. Stevenson.

IN ATTENDANCE: T. Charlesworth (Clerk), P.C. Caroline Brown, County Cllr. C. Fulljames and thirteen parishioners (attendance sheet attached).

07/83 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  None.

07/84 THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING: It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  held on 3 May 2006 at 8pm were agreed and signed as a correct record of that meeting.

07/85 CHAIRMAN'S REPORT: Attached.

07/86 FINANCIAL REPORT/YEAR ENDING 31 MARCH 2007: The R.F.O. reported an end of year balance of £12,088.57 consisting of funds set aside for traffic calming and play area. 

07/87 UPDATE ON PARISH COUNCIL TASKS:- Each councillor gave a report on the tasks that they are responsible for:

· Planning: Cllr. M. Trilk (report attached).

· Play Area: Chairman Cllr. L. Butler handed over to Caroline Kirby (committee member): The committee, now named 'Blackthorn Recreational Park Committee' (representing more than just play), has met three times and is currently applying for Charity status and setting up a new bank account.  A questionnaire has been circulated for completion and return and the responses are to be collated.  Four companies have visited or are in the process of visiting the site to give initial ideas (it is proposed that the site will be accessible for all ages/outdoor recreational centre), all of these ideas will be amalgamated with the results of the questionnaire and eventually posters will be put up for public viewing in the village hall.  The committee is proposing to send two representatives to the OPFA roadshow.

· Traffic Calming: Cllr. A. Arshad: The Parish Council is taking action to address the abuse of the roads and to try and alleviate the danger.  With the support of Mrs S. Henderson and 'Golden River' the dater from 2002 has now been updated.  Concern was expressed about the previous apathy from County Council and the police and requested their support.  It must be understood that the P.C. powers are limited and it needs to understand its options; action will take time.

· Affordable Housing: The PC has gone through the process of having ORCC James Alcock attend meetings, carry out a survey and identifying possible sites.  However, the results of the survey did not show a great demand in the village and the PC subsequently decided not to follow through at present.  It is keeping a watching brief on the 'need' and has requested that James Alcock keeps the PC updated. 

· Drainage and Flooding: Cllr. A. Stevenson:  The PC is doing all it can to ensure that the village is kept flood free; work has been carried out by the Environment Agency; parishioners need to do their best to keep ditches clear in their 'own backyard'.

· Grass and Hedge Cutting: Cllr. A. Stevenson:  Although mainly cosmetic there are safety issues to consider i.e., keeping hedges cut back off of the pathways.  Daffodil planting was done some years ago and it would be nice to continue the theme.

· Risk Assessment: Cllr. A. Arshad assisted by Glen Lamont: It is 'best practice' to assess, identify and carry out risk assessments, along with making sure responsible bodies carry out their work, the council can mitigate risks through the appropriate bodies.  Risks will be identified using a traffic light system.  The initial village review is falling within six categories i.e., Private/Public Properties: Risks: Crumbling walls backing onto footpaths, Footpaths in disrepair.  

· Village Website: Cllr. L. Butler: The site has been set up but needs more work on the structure; it will eventually show the PC minutes, the structural chart for key issues; there is space for contributions from committees and a tab set up for events and there will be a link to local services i.e., doctors etc. Communication is the key issue.  Thanks go to Jenny Lamont for most of the work carried out.

· Parish Magazine: Contact Louise Butler: contributions are welcome.

07/88 LOCAL BEAT OFFICER(S): The Chairman welcomed and introduced W.P.C. Caroline Brown who reported as follows:

· that crime in the village had increased since she was last present at a meeting; there have been twelve crimes over the last year including: attempted theft; theft of tools, theft of registration plates, theft of a village 30mph sign, theft of a trailer, domestic violence and domestic related harassment and the theft of a caravan during this week.  Everything is now recorded as a crime.  The police are active in the village although not always seen as they could be driving through in the early hours of the morning.  There is currently an initiative to give free dusters away to owners of satellite navigation systems in order that marks can be removed from the inside of car windows.

· they promote Neighbourhood Watch and could do a 'drop in' in the village hall if the PC wished.

· she would happily be put on the mailing list for the parish magazine and write reports for it.

· that 'Neighbourhood Policing' in rural areas is due to go live in September; she and PC Sullivan will have the support of two PCSO's (support officers) and she will become the Line Manager directing the PCSO's.

· under 'Intelligence Lead Policing' they need to know about problems in villages then they can respond.  They cover all thirty-eight rural villages in the Bicester area.  There will be the opportunity for PC's to respond to a questionnaire to determine the three common issues for its village; the police will then priorities on the three issues.

· they would be happy to attend village functions.

The Parish Council and parishioners raised the following issues with PC Brown:-

· Cllr. A. Arshad raised the issue of speeding in the village and the lack of police visibility and the lack of response to previous communications and liaison with the village.  PC Brown informed the council that she had been on site with a speed camera and although had caught eleven motorists speeding within a period of thirty minutes because a distance of 180 metres from the sign had not been given, (a distance of a 140 metres had been given because clear visibility could not be obtained to give 180 metres because of the bend in the road; could look at moving the 30mph signs in order to obtain clear visibility), they could not prosecute.  It was evident that a lot of the speeding was down to prison staff and PC Brown agreed to ask the police liaison officer to talk to the prison officer.  She would pass on leaflets about 'Safer Roads' and make arrangements to carry out a speed check in another part of the village.

· Parishioner: raised concerns about the undertaking that goes on on the junction of the A41: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad agreed to raise this issue with C.D.C.

Action: Cllr. A. Arshad.

· Parishioner: asked if there had been demonstrations at the rat farm in the last two weeks:  PC Brown confirmed that the demonstrators had notified the police of their presence on two occasions and the police had made sure that they had been orderly demonstrations.

Cllr. L. Butler thanked PC Brown for attending the meeting and being so patient; it was hoped that communication would improve both ways.  PC Brown left the meeting at 9.10pm.

07/89 COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT(S): County Cllr. C. Fulljames was welcomed by Cllr. L. Butler:  Catherine took the opportunity to express her sympathies for Michael Byrd's retirement, she had communicated with him a lot over the years and sent her best wishes.  Having introduced herself and informed those present that they could find all the information they needed in the 'Oxfordshire' magazine, delivered to all, she reported as follows:

· Oxfordshire County Council has been awarded an 'Excellent' rating by the Audit Commission.  The council tax was set at 4% in February.  The largest debate this year has been on 'Unitary' councils; for which Oxford City Council put in a bid and lost, so there will be no change.

· Recycling: She expressed thanks to everyone for recycling; the council is now top in South East England.  Should the council fail to reach its target figures for recycling then the Government start charging O.C.C. which would result in a council tax increase.

· Note that Oxfordshire is celebrating 1000 years this year.

· Traffic Calming: She is outraged at the speeding in the village when driving through and will also follow up with the prison governor.  She also made reference to the meeting held at the 'Garth' for Portable Speed Warning Signs; contact Steve Woods.

On behalf of District Cllr. D. Hughes, Catherine informed the council that although he is ill and trying to spend as much time as possible with his family at present, he is out and about and attending Cherwell meetings; she is dealing with his issues at present; everyone wished him a speedy recovery.  She reported on his behalf for C.D.C.

· Information can be found in the 'Link' magazine.

· A budget of 2.6% was set in February.

· Outline planning has been agreed for 1580 houses  on the Middleton Stoney/Bicester Road on the A34 towards Chesterton. 

· The application for 700 houses at Langford Village on the ring road has been won on appeal.

· An application for an employment site has been approved on the allotment site on Skimmindish Lane.

· The planning application for Bicester Town Centre is in and should be heard in June; the application includes lots of S106 agreements to include schools etc.

· Thames Valley Police Headquarters is a separate planning issue.

· SEERA (South East England Regional Assembly) is responsible for and dictates where housing will go.  Parishioners should respond to consultation leaflets.

· Asylum Centre: No update.  It is inevitable that something will have to be done as money has exchange hands.

07/90 REPORTS: Were received from:-

· Village Hall Committee: Representative:  The Chairman of the village hall committee is Glen Lamont and the PC representative is Cllr. A. Stevenson.  The committee looks after bookings, maintenance etc.  It has £2,800 approximately in the bank account.  Maintenance work has been carried out and the outside gate to the village hall now closes, helping to keep children safe (joint effort from V/H Committee and Social Committee).  The main outgoings are small except for the insurance and utility bills and income comes from rental and Harlan UK., who rent it for teaching purposes.

· Social Committee: Is an informal committee; arranges four main events during the year, BBQ, fete, the popular quiz night and the camping holiday.  It is responsible for purchasing the Christmas tree and sending out the senior citizens Christmas gift vouchers, with the financial support of the PC.

· Neighbourhood Watch: Cllr. L. Butler informed those present that Brian Rickson had agreed to be the new co-ordinator; he works within the village and can be contacted by email.  Mr Rickson introduced himself.  Previous co-ordinator Cllr. C. Maynard reported that there had been two incidents  over the past twelve months.  He would ask Debbie Tonks to contact Brian so that he can be set up on the 'Ring Master' email which alerts villages of goings on.  It was noted that this is very much a communication role and any one wishing to be involved was welcome to come forward.

07/91 OPEN FORUM: 

· Traffic Calming: It was noted that similar discussions were taking place a year ago at the Annual Parish Meeting and it is time to move on.  A possible solution could be to close of the accesses off of the A41 into the village; farmers could hold keys for access through the gates.

· Renewable Energy: Does the PC have a view?  The PC can only work within the parameter of policies i.e., impact on village etc., when it comes to influencing such planning applications. It was noted that the Government are looking at the possibility of removing the need for applications for such issues but it would be a long time before this actually happens.  Arrangements have been made for the 'Energy Library' to visit the village.

There being no other business the Chairman thanked everyone for attending, mutual thanks were expressed to the PC.  The meeting was closed at 10pm.


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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