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Minutes of the Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council 

in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 7 March 2007 at 7.30p.m.

PRESENT:  Vice Chairman Cllr’s.  L. Butler (Acting Chairman), Mrs M. Trilk, Mr A. Arshad  and Mrs A. Stevenson.

IN ATTENDANCE: T. Charlesworth (Clerk). 

07/21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr. Mr P. Durran

07/22 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN: The Clerk informed the council that whilst a Chairman had to be formally elected at this meeting, he/she would only be in position until the AGM when the council would have to elect a Chairman again  

· It was proposed and RESOLVED that Cllr. L. Butler be elected Chairman; this was accepted by Cllr. L. Butler; the  'Declaration of Acceptance of Office' was signed and witnessed by the Clerk.

07/23 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRMAN: As above.

· It was proposed and RESOLVED that Cllr. A. Arshad be elected Vice Chairman; this was accepted by Cllr. A. Arshad.

07/24 THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING: It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on 7 February 2007 at 7.30pm were agreed and signed as a correct record of that meeting, with the addition of  Cllr. A. Stevenson as a member of the Play Area Committee item: M1/07 – 07/09.  That in future the Clerk email Minutes and Agendas to councillors. 

Action: Clerk.

07/25 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None..

07/26  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES NOT OTHERWISE COVERED BY THIS AGENDA: 

· The Parish Council received and accepted a resignation letter from Cllr. E. Burborough;  he would continue until a replacement is found..

07/27 CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLORS (2): Council to consider any written applications:  Two applicants had expressed an interest and were invited to attend the meeting at 8.30pm.  C/fwd.

07/28 CLERK'S REPORT: It was RESOLVED to accept and approve the attached Clerk's Report to form part of the minutes of the meeting.

07/29 COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT(S): None.

07/30 FINANCE:

· Invoices paid prior to the meeting: None.

· It was RESOLVED that the attached list of invoices (part of the Clerk's Report) were approved for payment; with the addition of Invoice No: 10003277 C.D.C. Lease of Play Area £25.00, received 3.3.07.

Action: Clerk.

· It was RESOLVED that the following would not be paid: None.

· Receipts:  See attached Clerk's Report.

· Bank Accounts: It was RESOLVED that the decision as to whether to open an account with the 'Co-Operative Bank' or 'Scottish Widows' would be made by the Clerk/RFO and Cllr. A. Stevenson  .

Action: Clerk and Cllr. A. Stevenson.

· Barclays Accounts: Council to approve which accounts should be closed: Following last meeting when it was resolved to close the 'Business Reserve Account' (M1/07 – 07/07) the Clerk identified the accounts as 'Hight Interest Business Account' and 'Business Premium Account'.

· It was RESOLVED that the 'Community Account' would remain open and the two remaining Barclays accounts should become one and that decision would be made by the Clerk/RFO and Cllr. A. Stevenson  

Action: Clerk and Cllr. A. Stevenson.

· Approve change of signatories:

· It was RESOLVED that Cllr's. M. Byrd and P. Durran would be removed as signatories on all of the Barclays accounts; Cllr. L. Butler would remain a signatory; the two new signatories would be Cllr's. A. Arshad and M. Trilk.  Clerk to obtain necessary paperwork for completion.

Action: Clerk.

· B.P.C.124(12): B. R. Consulting Ltd – Internal Audit 2006/2007 – Rec/d 8.7.07 – Council to Approve: 

· It was RESOLVED that B. R. Consulting Ltd would be used as the Internal Auditor for 2006/2007; No action required.

· B.P.C.124(18): Audit Commission – Appointment of External Auditor: Council to consider: 

· It was RESOLVED that no action was required.

07/31 AFFORDABLE HOUSING: Guest James Alcock. 

· Identification of Sites: Council to  consider/approve next stage:  

· It was RESOLVED that as there was a clear feeling that the evidence is not there to support the scheme, that the Clerk was to thank James Alcock for all his work, the council would review the situation in two years time, should the council change its mind it will contact him and in the meantime it would be appreciated if he keeps the council up to date with any news.

Action: Clerk.

07/32 PLANNING MATTERS:

· New Applications:  None.

· Decision Notices: 

· C.D.C. - Notice of Decision – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) and Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 – Application No: 06/02291/LB – Applicant's Name: Robert Bruce Knox - Proposal: Installation of Sky mini dish – Location: Barn House Lower Road Blackthorn Oxfordshire OX25 1TG – Parish: Blackthorn – UPRN: 100121292100 – Refusal of Listed Building Consent – Date of Decision: 25 January 2007 – Rec/d 1.2.07.

· Issues: None.

07/33 PLAY AREA: See Clerk's Report attached.

· Village Meeting/Survey: Nothing further to report.

· 'Outline Proposal':  Options based on the survey; to be approved: C/fwd.

· Removal of 'Rocking Chicken': Update: Consider and approve implication on Insurance Policy: It was RESOLVED that as part of the Risk Assessment on the Play Area this would be high risk and needs removing.  Cllr. A. Arshad to speak to Monty.

Action: Cllr. A. Arshad.

· Erection of sign for Emergency Contacts: Council to consider/approve costs:  It was RESOLVED to remove this item from the agenda as it would be considered by the Play Area Committee; to come back to the P.C. for approval.

Action: Clerk.

· Extension of Lease: Council to consider and approve action: It was noted that the current Lease runs until 30 October 2019 and to qualify for some grants the lease has to be for more than 25 years.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr. A. Arshad would draft a letter to C.D.C. also requesting that the rights to the land be transferred to the P.C. given the monies expended over the years of the lease; this would be considered by the Play Area Committee and  brought to the P.C. for approval.

Action: Cllr. A. Arshad.

07/34  VILLAGE MAINTENANCE: See Clerk's Report attached.

· Verges outside Harlan UK: Update.  Given the current state of the verge Chairman Cllr. L. Butler had been in contact with Harlan UK (contact there has moved on) and Grundons who have had one of its drivers admit to causing the damage; Grundons have apologised and have sent a memo to all its drivers telling them to turn right on leaving the premises not left.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk emails O.C.C. copying to Harlan UK and Grundons.

Action: Clerk.

· Map showing road names and Houses: Cllr's have each been allocated a road to collate house names/numbers; details to be passed to Chairman Cllr. L. Butler by 17 March 2007 for him to take to Monty.

Action: Chairman Cllr. L. Butler.

· Parking on Verges between Station Road and East View: It was RESOLVED that  no bollards would be erected; as an ongoing problem the P.C. would continue to highlight it in the parish magazine. To be removed from agenda.

Action: Clerk.

07/35 TRAFFIC CALMING: See Clerk's Report attached.

· Plan of Action:

· Public Consultation: Council to consider analysis of consultation and Action to be approved: Chairman Cllr. L. Butler to forward the traffic calming file to Cllr. A. Arshad;  Cllr. A. Arshad to collect any further correspondence from S. Henderson.  It was noted that this would be a long process over a period of approximately two years.

· Grant: Update.

· A41/Speed Cameras: No update.  Clerk to remove from agenda until further information is received.

Action: Clerk.

Parishioners Pamela Ball and Chris Maynard arrived:  The Chairman Cllr. L. Butler brought forward item 07/27  as follows:

07/36 CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLORS (2):  The Chairman Cllr. L. Butler welcomed and  invited each applicant to speak in turn:

· Pamela Ball introduced herself and explained that she was born in the village and feels that she could play a useful part on the P.C. as she knows about the village, its footpaths etc.  She would be willing to be involved in topics and is aware that  sensitive issues may arise.

· Chris Maynard introduced himself and explained that he has lived in the village for a period of seven years and is currently moving from his present house to next door at 'Whitehouse Farm'.  He is committed to the village and would like to play an active part and put something back into it.  He would be willing to be involved in topics and is aware that  sensitive issues may arise.

· It was proposed and RESOLVED that Pamela Ball be co-opted as a Councillor; this was accepted: the Clerk provided Mrs Ball with the 'Code of Conduct', Register of Members' Interests etc. to be completed and returned to C.D.C.  Declaration of Acceptance of Office to be signed at the next meeting.

Action: Mrs Ball and Clerk.

· It was proposed and RESOLVED that Chris Maynard be co-opted as a Councillor; this was accepted: the Clerk provided Mr Maynard with the 'Code of Conduct', Register of Members' Interests etc. to be completed and returned to C.D.C.  Declaration of Acceptance of Office to be signed at the next meeting.

Action: Mr Maynard and Clerk.

07/37 WEB SITE: Any information to be forwarded to Chairman Cllr. L. Butler, the site continues to be updated and added to.  It has been advertised in the parish magazine however, the P.C. would hold back on sending a flyer to each household until further information is added to the site.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler.

07/38 “OWNERSHIP” OF SPECIFIC COUNCIL TASKS: 

· Neighbourhood Watch: As the previous co-ordinator Chris Maynard was invited to update the P.C. on the current situation.  He had met with the police who are aware of the village.  His initial interest had been bred out of the proposed Asylum Centre and he did not wish to continue as co-ordinator.  It was RESOLVED that an article be published in the parish magazine asking for volunteers, stating that it would be beneficial to have a co-ordinator that is present in the village during the daytime.

· Traffic Calming: Approve Cllr. to support: It was RESOLVED to leave this matter with Cllr. A. Arshad at the present.  To be removed from the agenda.

Action: Cllr. A. Arshad and Clerk.

· Drainage and Flooding: Following the resignation of Cllr. E. Burborough it was RESOLVED that Cllr. A. Stevenson would be the responsible councillor.

· Grass Cutting & Hedges: Following the resignation of Cllr. P. Durran it was RESOLVED that Cllr. A. Stevenson would be the responsible councillor.

07/39 WEIR POND:

· Action: Setting up of measuring tool: C/fwd.  It was noted that a co-ordinator is needed to oversee this project, there are members of the village that are willing to support.

07/40 COMMENTS ON CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED PRIOR TO THE MEETING: 

· B.P.C.124(05): Noted.

· B.P.C.124(19): Cllr. A. Arshad taken.

Action: Cllr. A. Arshad.

· B.P.C.124(21): No comments.

07/41 NEW TOPIC CORRESPONDENCE: To be circulated.  It was noted that the circulation of the correspondence needs to speed up and it was RESOLVED that each councillor should ring ahead to the next to make sure they are available to deal with the correspondence before passing it on.

· B.P.C.125(01): C.D.C. - Environmental Services Dept. - Spring Clean April 2007.  It was RESOLVED that Chairman Cllr. L. Butler would email groups with dates.

Action: Chairman Cllr. L. Butler.

07/42 RISK ASSESSMENT: Parish Council to consider risks:

· Play Area Risk Assessment: To be carried out and approved:  It was RESOLVED that the first draft would be presented at the meeting in May.

Action: Cllr. A. Arshad.

· Crumbling Wall to the rear of Chestnut Cottage: Clerk written as previously instructed with no response to date.

07/43 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None.

07/44 ANY OTHER BUSINESS: Matters for further Information or Discussion at the next meeting:  

· Agenda: As previously discussed: change format and time spent on items.  No need to list all of the correspondence.  Items to have responsible member listed next to them.

· Refreshments:  This would be done on a rota basis with Mr Maynard providing them for the next meeting.

07/45 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

· The next meeting would be held on 4 April 2007 at 7.30pm in Blackthorn Village Hall.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.10pm.


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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