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Minutes of the Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council 

in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 6 June 2007 at 7.30p.m.

PRESENT: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllr’s.  L. Butler, Mrs M. Trilk, Mr M. O'Donohue, Mr C. Maynard  and Mrs A. Stevenson.

IN ATTENDANCE: T. Charlesworth (Clerk).

07/92 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  None.

07/93 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None..

07/94 THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING: It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting  held on 2 May 2007 at 7pm were agreed and signed as a correct record of that meeting and the Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of Blackthorn held on 2 May 2007 at 8pm were confirmed as a correct record of that meeting to be signed at the next Annual Parish Meeting 2008.  The Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad thanked the council for its support; he then took the opportunity to put forward his plan and vision for the coming twelve months; this was an exiting time for parish councils, a time to move forward, precepts will increase and powers will grow.

Vision:

· To be a well organised parish council

· to represent parishioners

· 'Best Practice' principals; precept, accountable through 'Code of Conduct' and to lead by example.

· To make sure the infrastructure is in place to be an effective PC:-

· efficient meetings; time keeping, airtime to elements, report by exception (email), target time for meetings 2hrs (11/2 if possible)

·  improved agenda (still ongoing); thanks expressed to the Clerk for all the work towards the current agenda; future agenda items to be passed through the Chairman for approval then to the Clerk; agenda to be produced week prior to meeting; to know when to give up on agenda items.

· Communication, preparation of paperwork; Chairman to review minutes prior to the meeting; paperwork to be reviewed prior to meeting (the passing of paperwork round the room at meetings slows the process down).

· the sharing of tasks (new tasks to consider at next meeting, Chairman to circulate list of ideas), maximize on the skills within the room; Finance; it was RESOLVED that Cll. M. O'Donohue would act as the 'Cash In, Cash Out' nominee, to be familiar with 'Compliance and Governance', the accounts, precepts, to review invoices prior to the meeting to speed up approval, communicate with Clerk/RFO.

· Allotments: It was RESOLVED that Cllr. L. Butler would be responsible.

07/95 CO-OPTION OF A COUNCILLOR: The Chairman had received a verbal interest from S. Henderson it was hoped that a written application would be received for consideration at the next meeting.

07/96 MATTERS FOR REPORT: (See Appendix 1 – attached): Accepted.

· 5.1  Bank Mandate M4/07 – 07/73: Nothing further to report.

· 5.2  Planning Matters – New Applications M4/07 – 07/74.

· 5.3  Local Development Framework Sustainability Appraisal Workshop: Cllr. M. Trilk: working in groups they looked at sustainability issues around suggested sites for Local Development working around four options.  As a result of the workshop Cllr. M. Trilk has looked at the 'Issues and Options' paper, currently at the consultation stage, and circulated copies of the proposed site in Blackthorn; a response is required by 16 July 2007; Clerk to forward the document to Cllr. M. Trilk  to study and formulate a response from the council; to be approved at the next meeting.  Cllr. M. Trilk is proposing to attend a meeting to discuss the document, to be held by C.D.C., on 3 July 2007.  Thanks were expressed to Cllr. M. Trilk.

07/97 COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT(S): None.  In order to prevent having this item on the agenda if councillors are not able to attend a meeting the Clerk is to request that the councillors notify the council in advance if they able to attend a meeting.

Action: Clerk.

07/98 FINANCE: (See Appendix 2 – attached): Accepted

· Invoices paid prior to the meeting: (Appendix 2).

· It was RESOLVED that the attached list of invoices (Appendix 2) were approved for payment. With the addition of an invoice from M. R. Cross – Inv. No: 77 £82.25.

· Grass Cutting: Cllr. A. Stevenson had spoken to the contractor about the cutting of the playing field; it would seem that 50% of the playing field that is cut as per the contract is used more often than the other 50% and could do with cutting fortnightly.  The specification for the grass cutting would have to be reviewed in order to incorporate this.  It was RESOLVED that before any action is taken Cllr. A. Stevenson contacts M.R. Cross for a quote for this work to be considered at the next meeting.  Clerk to email Cllr. A. Stevenson copies of the specifications.

Action: Cllr. A. Stevenson and Clerk.

· Receipts: 

· Allotment Rent received from Mr D. Carey £1 and Mr L. Butler £1.

· 7.1  BDO Stoy Hayward LLP – B.P.C.126(17): Council to consider and approve action:  

· It was RESOLVED that Item 5.1 Section 1 – Statement of Accounts required no further action.

· Section 2, question 6: It was RESOLVED that, using Appendix 7 the PC would put in place a review system of internal audit, to be undertaken during the audit year, to show evidence that a review has taken place during the year ending 31 March 2008 onwards.  Clerk to email appendix 7 to Cllr. M. O'Donohue.

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

· 7.2  Bank Mandate:  Reconsider previous decision (M2/07 – 07/30) and approve any amendment:  It was RESOLVED that the existing resolution stands.  Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad took the mandate form from Barclays to complete.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

· 7.3 Scanner: Council to consider/approve purchase:  It was RESOLVED not to purchase a scanner as the Clerk was happy to continue using hers in order not to complicate things with Merton PC.

· 7.4 End of Year Accounts March 2007: Council to approve accounts:  Clerk had circulated prior to the meeting.  It was RESOLVED that all the documents were approved and signed by Cllr. L. Butler and the Clerk/R.F.O.  Clerk to submit for Internal Audit.

Action: Clerk.

07/99 PLANNING MATTERS: (See Appendix 3 – attached): 

· 8.1 New Applications -  Application No:   07/00932/F -  Applicant's Name: Mr C Mack:  It was RESOLVED that the PC had no objections but observations as per the comments on the circulated form.

Action: Clerk.

· 8.2 Decision Notices: 

· Application No: 06/00998/F – Applicant's Name: Mr & Mrs Mauger: Permission for development subject to conditions.

· Application No: 07/00462/F – Applicant's Name: R. Serjeant (C R J Anstey Chartered Surveyors): Permission for development subject to conditions.

07/100 PLAY AREA: 

· Report  'Blackthorn Recreational Park Committee' representative Cllr. L. Butler:  Two proposals for the area have been received and laminated, with two more to come, ready for the proposed open day.  The consultation questionnaires are being returned; these will be collated and comments will be used to inform contractors.   Checks need to be made into the VAT implications.

·  9.2  Extension of Play Area Lease: The committee is currently working on the letter; once drafted it will be put to the PC for approval and be sent from the PC.  The suggestion from the floor was that the PC seeks stakeholder support.

Action: BRP Committee and Clerk.

07/101  VILLAGE MAINTENANCE: 

· 10.1  Verges outside Harlan: Cllr. L. Butler had sent emails to councillors.  The area had been looked at again.  There could be a physical proposal: traffic calming: create a junction through highways S106 Agreement.  It was RESOLVED that Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr L. Butler would draw up a report on a potential solution.

Action: Chairman Cllr.  A. Arshad and Cllr. L. Butler.

· 10.2  Map showing road names and Houses: Monty is now in the process of drawing up the map.  It was RESOLVED that the map would be published in the parish magazine upon completion. (Loose leaf insert).  Item to be added under 'Risk Assessment'.  Clerk to remove from agenda.

Action: Chairman Cllr. L. Butler and Clerk.

· 10.3 Village Grass Cutting: Council to consider/approve the addition of the stretch of Weir Lane up to the A41 on Station Road to its contract:  The grass is thigh high along this stretch and is a potential danger to pedestrians as they are being forced to walk on the road.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr. A. Stevenson also asks M. R. Cross (contractor) for a quote to be considered at the next meeting.  Grass Cutting specification to be reviewed along with quote.

Action: Cllr. A. Stevenson.

· 10.4  Elm Tree Close Pond: Transfer of and lighting: Update.  C.D.C. has confirmed that the developer has sent in the information identifying the land to be transferred; C.D.C. has sent a letter of confirmation and awaiting a reply;  a further reminder letter was sent this week.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk was to look at the paperwork relating to the original application that states that the PC would eventually take on the responsibility of the pond.  Residents have raised the issue of lighting at Elm Tree Close; they are concerned about safety and request the support of the PC;  Clerk to check the original application and conditions for the provision of lighting.

Action: Clerk.

07/102 TRAFFIC CALMING: Cllr. A. Arshad reported that there were no results to report from the traffic survey.  There had been no follow up from County Cllr. C. Fulljames.

· 11.1  Portable Speed Indicator Signage (B.P.C.129(02): To approve register of interest:  It was RESOLVED that the PC was happy to register its interest.  Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad would deal with the letter alongside all traffic calming issues.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

07/103 WEIR POND: (See Appendix 4 - Attached) Update.  It was noted that the water table needs altering;  An induction meeting is be held between Cllr. L. Butler, Chairman Cllr.  A. Arshad,  Cllr. M. O'Donohue and volunteers.

· Pond for People Project: Council to consider contents of email from R. D'Ayala and approve any action.:  It was RESOLVED that no action was required.  Clerk to remove from agenda.

 Action: Clerk.

07/104 RISK ASSESSMENT: Council to receive, consider and approve.  A draft sample of the assessment format was circulated round the table.  To be improved upon and approved at next meeting.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

07/105 CORRESPONDENCE B.P.C.126/127/128: (circulated for comments prior to the meeting) Comments to be considered and any action approved.:   It was RESOLVED that councillors are to email the Chairman 1st , or if away Cllr. L. Butler of when they are on annual leave; Cllr. L. Butler to be the last councillor to receive correspondence and to notify Clerk.

· B.P.C.126(18): Postwatch – The Consumer Council for Postal Services – Post Office Closures – Rec/d 31.3.07:  As this would not affect Launton or Ambrosden PO It was RESOLVED to take not action.

· B.P.C.126(19):  Community Action Groups for Oxfordshire – March 2007 – Rec/d 2.4.07: It was RESOLVED not to follow up with the paint collection as there is a cost of £60.  Cllr. L. Butler to be informed if they decide to turn this into a free service in the future.

· B.P.C.129(02): C.D.C. - Village Traffic Calming – Portable Speed Indicator Signage – Register PC Interest by 29 June 2007 – Rec/d 31.5.07: As above 07/102.

 Action: Chairman.

· B.P.C.129(04): C.D.C. - Planning, Housing & Economy – Cherwell Local Development Framework: Bicester and Central Oxfordshire Site Allocations Development Plan Document Issues and Options Paper – Public Consultation 4 June 2007 to 16 July 2007 – Rec/d 2.6.07: 

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk.

07/106 REVISED/NEW CODE OF CONDUCT: (See Appendix 5 – attached): 

· 15.1  To approve adoption of New Code of Conduct and inclusion of paragraph 12(2).

· It was RESOLVED that:-

a) the mandatory provisions in the Model Code of Conduct set out in the Statutory Instrument 2007/1159 be adopted as the Merton Parish Council Code of Conduct, to be effective from the 1 June 2007, subject to:

I. the inclusion of the 'general principles' as an Annex of the Code, with a footnote to explain that it is not part of the Code but is included as an Annex because of the requirement in paragraph 1(2) of the Code for members to have regard to the principles; and

II. the addition of paragraph 12(2) of the Model Code, but excluding the words in brackets

each as recommended by the Standards Board for England: and

b) the Clerk be requested to notify the Monitoring Officer of Cherwell District Council of the passing of the above resolution'.

· All councillors to complete new Register of Members' Interests.  Clerk to email.

· Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad to complete and return questionnaire to the Clerk for signature and return.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, All Councillors and Clerk.

· 15.2  Standing Orders: Accepted.

07/107 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  (See Appendix 6 – attached):  It was RESOLVED that public participation will be held between 7.30pm and 7.45pm.

Action: Clerk.

07/108  MATTERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT MEETING:  

· For Information:

· Pumping Station:  Chairman had sent emails; gate being left unlocked has been observed as a risk and as such concerns have been raised with the relevant authorities.

· For Discussion:

· Grass Cutting Specification and Contract.

Action: Cllr. A. Arshad and Clerk.

07/109 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

· Blackthorn PC Meeting to be held on 4 July 2007 at 7.30pm in Blackthorn Village Hall.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35pm.


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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