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Minutes of the Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council 

in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 4 July 2007 at 7.30p.m.

PRESENT: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllr’s.  L. Butler, Mrs M. Trilk, Mr M. O'Donohue, Mr C. Maynard  and Mrs A. Stevenson.

IN ATTENDANCE: T. Charlesworth (Clerk), Susan Henderson (vacancy), Mr & Mrs Cross and David and Oliver Cross (sons).

07/110 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  None.

07/111 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: 

· Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad declared a personal and prejudicial interest in planning application No: 07/00974/F (previous application withdrawn 06/02015/F).  Neighbour.

· Cllr. M. Trilk declared a personal and prejudicial interest in planning application No: 07/00974/F (previous application withdrawn 06/02015/F).  Neighbour.

It was RESOLVED that Vice Chairman Cllr. L. Butler would act as Chairman whilst the above councillors made their representations, during the period that the public is welcomed, and again when the above planning application is considered by the council (the above councillors to leave the meeting during this time).

Meeting adjourned at 7.30pm.

As a member of the parish Morag Trilk made her representations with regard to planning application No: 07/00974/F: As this application appears to be identical to the previous application (withdrawn), she read the original letter (attached) to the PC, which will be reiterated as a response to this application.  Conversations with the applicant have suggested that she has raised some valid points but there has been no commitment to address them.

As a member of the parish Adds Arshad made his representations with regard to planning application No: 07/00974/F:  He feels that not a single point of objection has been considered in the new application; the PC was not against the original application but it also set out six conditions, none of which have been met.  His response to the original application was eight pages long; (attached), setting out the historic significance of 'The Chapel' to Blackthorn Village; it enjoyed the quite and the setting; he was shocked that there had been no pre-planning dialogue with the residents of the twelve houses; the application is contrary to ODPM recommendation that a pre-planning discussion is undertaken.  The applicant has considered various uses of the land i.e., holiday lets, if permission were granted then strict conditions need to be applied linking to the adjoining properties  The access is in breach of traffic regulations; drainage, boundary (separation/privacy), residential traffic coming and going passed 'The Chapel'.  The removal of the barns would cause a vision clash, directly into bedroom space.  No information has been provided about rain water/drainage, utility supplies, issues of noise, smells and building materials.  The proposal contravenes Chapter 2 of Policy H6, 8 and 19; Agricultural ties.  He requested the support of the Parish Council based upon the objections raised.

Morag Trilk and Adds Arshad left the meeting at 7.50pm when the Parish Council welcomed Mr & Mrs Cross and their two sons; David and Oliver; applicant's (planning application No: 07/00974/F).  

They addressed the meeting stating that their reason for attendance was to give the parish council the opportunity to ask questions about its concerns and for them to ask questions in response to concerns raised.  The following concerns were discussed:-

· (PC) There had been no responses  in the new application to concerns raised in the original application about the variety of uses i.e., rental or holiday, and there are concerns that this could happen in a couple of years time: (A) The initial enquiry to a building agent was to establish if it would be suitable to convert to a house; his policy advice was to establish if it would be suitable for several uses  as a broad cover.  They have since changed agent and  only intend to use the conversion for the family and would be happy to put that in writing.

· (PC) Boarded window if opened will be overlooking adjoining property:  (A) They are prepared to be flexible; the window can be left or opaque glass fitted.

· (PC) Water Supply/Proposed new property will use more:  (A) A trench will be dug down the drive for the provision of services/new supply to be provided.

· (PC) Electrical supplies:  (A) There is an existing pole on the other side of the property.

· (PC) Sewage: (A) to be provided for in the trench that will be dug..  

· (PC) Agricultural Ties: (A) They were concerned that there was a conflict of interest between the adjoining properties.

· (PC) Site access: Width of road and wall: Area of main concern was that the road should be levelled to ensure traffic did not lean toward wall or building and to keep noise to a minimum.

· (A) A meeting has been arranged between the Cross family, their architects and Mr Arshad on Friday of this week to clear up some issues and they would be quite happy to meet with Mrs Trilk.  The family do not wish to cause offence they live and work in the village and feel that anything is open to discussion.

List of concerns to be given to Mr & Mrs Cross for them to respond to in writing.

Mr & Mrs Cross and their sons left the meeting and Morag Trilk and Adds Arshad returned to the meeting at 8.07pm.  The meeting was resumed and Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad  took the Chair and brought forward the following item on the agenda (item 4):

07/112 CO-OPTION OF A COUNCILLOR: (See Appendix 1 - attached): The council was in receipt of a written application from Mrs. S. Henderson who was welcomed to the meeting and asked to give her reasons for wanting to return to the council:  Mrs Henderson explained that she had enjoyed her previous spell on the council, she felt she had helped move some things on; the bridge on the A41, flooding issues and the Asylum Centre however, she had left because she felt that nothing was getting achieved and smaller issues were neglected.  She feels that she can do things to help, has a list of useful contacts and has previous experience on the PC.  She would like to contribute to Blackthorn village which has a thriving community and is a good place to live.  The Chairman expressed the PC's appreciation of previous efforts of previous Chairmen and councillors.  Mrs Henderson supported the spread/sharing of tasks and expressed an interest in Traffic Calming.

The Chairman thanked Mrs S. Henderson for attending the meeting (left 8.18pm) he would advise her of the PC's decision tomorrow.

The application was considered carefully by the PC taking into account that there had been a vacancy for some period of time and its concerns that the applicant had previously been a Chairman; given the fact that the applicant would have taken this into consideration before applying and all that she had to offer to the PC and its parish it was RESOLVED to approve the application.  Clerk to provide all relevant paperwork along with the 'Register of Members' Interests' to be returned to the Clerk to forward to C.D.C., within 28 days.  'Declaration of Acceptance of Office' to be signed, witnessed by the Clerk, prior to the next meeting and after the 'Register of Members' Interests' has been returned from C.D.C.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Clerk.

07/113 THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING: It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on 6 June 2007 at 7.30pm were agreed and signed as a correct record of that meeting with the following amendments:

· M6/07 – 07/94:  'precepts will increase and powers will grow'.  Will to be replaced with may with the addition of  'based on central policy development'.

· M6/07 – 07/94: Vision: 8th bullet point: 'Cash In, Cash Out nominee' to be replaced with 'balance sheet owner'.

· M6/07 – 07/98: Receipts:  Allotment Rent received from Mr & Mrs Mack should be Mr D. Carey.

· M6/07 – 07/98: Item 7.2: Action: to include Cllr. M. Trilk.

· M6/07 – 07/101: Item 10.1: 'create a junction through possible (addition) highways “106 Agreement.

· M6/07 – 07/101: Item 10.4: (addition to end of paragraph) 'Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad is not willing to expose the PC to such risk transfer until all information/correspondence and representations are made; questioning where the upkeep funding and insurance would come from'.

07/114 MATTERS FOR REPORT: (See Appendix 2 – attached): Accepted.

· 5.1   Finance – Bank Mandate: Update.  Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad apologised for the delay in passing the mandate to Cllr. M. Trilk.  Cllr. M. Trilk had reviewed the mandate with some information required from the Clerk.  Bank mandate to be completed and Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. M. Trilk to attend the Bicester branch with proof of ID.

· 5.2   New Code of Conduct: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. M. O'Donohue passed their 'Register of Members' Interests' to the Clerk at the meeting with Cllr. A. Stevenson to complete and return her copy to the Clerk as soon as possible.  Clerk had forwarded Cllr's: C. Maynard, L. Butler and M. Trilk to C.D.C.

Action: Cllr. A. Stevenson and Clerk.

1. 5.3   Planning Matters – New Applications: As stated.

The Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad combined the following agenda items (planning issues) with 5.3 above because of the interests declared under agenda item 7:

07/115 ALLOTMENTS: Agenda Item 10:  (See Appendix 6 – attached): Council to consider request from Mrs Mack along with lease for allotments .

· The PC considered the following issues:

· Planning Permission:  Cllr. M. Trilk informed the PC that C.D.C.  would need to receive a request in writing to identify whether or not a planning application is required.  Thanks were expressed to Cllr. M. Trilk.  

· Lease Agreement with O.C.C.: When considering Paragraph 4  The Lessee Covenants: 'The Lessees hereby covenant with the County Council as follows: (G): 'Not to erect or permit to be erected on the Premises any buildings except normal small huts for containing tools etc., which shall be maintained in  a neat and tidy condition and removed at the end or sooner determination of the demised term' , concern was raised over what clarified as 'normal small huts for containing tools' when today's market offers such a wide variety of buildings.  

· Consideration to other allotment holders.

· Setting a precedent for other allotment holders.

· Storage: Can understand requirement because of the distance of the allotments from some properties.

· Allotments were originally for 'garden space' not for buildings but, in order to encourage continued use, careful positioning of buildings would support this.

· Maintenance and Keeping Tidy: The Lease Agreement states: Paragraph 4  The Lessee Covenants: 'The Lessees hereby covenant with the County Council as follows: (G): ' Not to erect or permit to be erected on the Premises any buildings except normal small huts for containing tools etc., which shall be maintained in  a neat and tidy condition and removed at the end or sooner determination of the demised term'

· It was RESOLVED that the PC supports the provision as it will help maintain use.  1) Clerk to respond to the applicant with the following provisions, 2) To await a response and 3) Cllr. M. Trilk to contact C.D.C. with reference to planning:-

a) Siting to be agreed in consultation with the PC,

b) Appropriate form,

c) Permission would be subject to clearance from C.D.C. (reference planning),

d) Shed/greenhouse confirmation of what constitutes 'normal small huts'/standard size.

Clarification of whether or not an existing allotment holder has to give up an allotment if he/she sells his/her house and whether or not a purchaser of a house automatically gets an allotment currently used by the seller:-

a) Clause 4 of the 'Tenancy Agreement for Allotment Gardens' states “ The tenant shall reside within the Boundaries of Cherwell District during the continuance of the tenancy”.

b) Moving into a house in the parish does not automatically entitle you to an allotment currently being used by the seller of the property,

c) Anyone with an interest in an allotment should put this in writing to the PC so that a waiting list can be formed.

It was RESOLVED that the Clerk writes to existing tenant, Mr D. Carey, to establish his intentions for his ''Tenancy Agreement' with the PC for  allotment (plot 'A') as the PC is aware that he has his house on the market.  An article to be put into the Parish magazine advising future applicant's to write to the Clerk.  Whilst talking about the parish magazine it was also RESOLVED that Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad would put an article in about the PC.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllr. L. Butler and Clerk.

07/116  CORRESPONDENCE: Agenda Item 14.1: B.P.C.129(04):  (See Appendix 7 – attached): Cllr. M. Trilk pointed out that the PC could form a response to several issues but the proposed housing in the village was the main area of concern, with one proposed site having access on the lowest part of the village where it would be at risk of flooding and another site with proposals for twenty-eight properties.  Blackthorn is a low sustainability village but is in the location of high sustainability villages.  Reference to the proposed locations for  'Affordable Housing', response from Bob Duxbury C.D.C. (Clerk to forward copy).  It was RESOLVED that the PC support Cllr. M. Trilk drawing up a response to the 'Issues & Options Paper' on behalf of the council (to be emailed to councillors).  The 'Green Space Strategy' can be linked to the play area.  Cllr. M. Trilk also reported that she attended another meeting held by C.D.C. which was very interesting; she has made some useful contacts and there are further workshops being held on the 4 September 2007 and 6 November 2007 which she will also attend along with anyone else wishing to attend.  Cllr. A. Stevenson expressed an interest.

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk and Councillors.

Cllr. L. Bulter to act as Chairman whilst Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. M. Trilk left the meeting at 9.22pm (interests declared as above item 07/111)

07/117 PLANNING MATTERS: (Agenda Item 7): (See Appendix 4 – attached):

· 7.1  New Applications: Planning Application – Application No: 07/00974/F – Applicant's Name: Mr and Mrs M. R. Cross – Proposal: Resubmission of 06/02015/F – Conversion of redundant open barn to form single storey dwelling with associated amenity and parking space – Location: Barns at Common Farm Chapel Close Thame Road Blackthorn – Parish(es): Blackthorn – Expected Decision Level: Delegated – Rec/d 26.6.07:  Chairman updated newly co-opted members.  Specific issues of concern have been narrowed down and could be resolved by responses and compromise:  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk responds to the application, requesting clarification of the following issues before the PC can formally agree to the application; it is supportive of the application in principal:-

· Use of land;

· Boarded up windows;

· Services;

· Light emission: to be of ceiling height/below the roof line of first storey;

· Precedent setting: don’t recall this one
· Site Access/supply of services; details; existing drive could be replaced with a surface that will address noise issues; condition of wall/provision to protect.

· 
It was RESOLVED that there was not an issue with parking or an agricultural tie.

Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. M. Trilk returned to the meeting at 9.32pm:  Cllr. L. Butler thanked them for the professional manner in which they had conducted themselves.  Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad returned to the Chair.  The meeting continued as follows:

07/118: MATTERS FOR REPORT: (See Appendix 2 – attached):

· 5.4  Clerk emailed on 3 July 2007.

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

07/119  FINANCE: (See Appendix 3 – attached): Accepted

· Invoices paid prior to the meeting: (Appendix 3).

· It was RESOLVED that the attached list of invoices (Appendix 3) were approved for payment.

· Revised copy of Standing Orders:  It was RESOLVED that an Electronic copy be purchased; agreed to share cost with Merton PC upon its agreement (to be confirmed by Clerk).  Clerk to forward copy of present Standing Orders to Chairman.

Action: Clerk.

· It was RESOLVED not to purchase the RoSPA software package.

· Clerk to provide accumulative tally when considering the precept.

Action: Clerk.

· It was RESOLVED that the Invoice received from B. R. Consulting Ltd., on 3 July 2007 (previously approved Internal Audit) be paid in the sum of £87.50.

· Receipts: (See Appendix 3 – attached).

· 6.1  Grass Cutting:  The council carefully considered the quotes from M. R. Cross, comparing it to the specifications and precept comparison to date (attached).  It was RESOLVED to make no adjustments this year but to consider as part of the precept for next year.  Cllr. M. O'Donohue to draft a letter for the Clerk to send in response.  As the 'Balance Sheet Owner', Cllr. M. O'Donohue took the quote to consider the figures.  Accounts to be transparent; using a pie chart to show this. 

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

· Hedges: A note to be put in the parish magazine requesting that hedges are kept cut back as some overgrown hedges are forcing people out on to the road.

· 6.2  End of Year Accounts March 2007:  The council considered the report from B.R. Consulting Ltd and it was RESOLVED that it could address all issues raised:- (To be emailed to all councillors for reference).

1. Books of Account kept properly: Noted proper back-ups of the files to be kept regularly.

2. Checking Accuracy of Cashbooks to prime records:  All payments were satisfactory.

3. Risk Assessment: To be completed without delay.  Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk/RFO to look at financial risk assessment.

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

· Standing Orders & Financial Regulations: Standing Orders drawn-up in 1999 to be reviewed (resolved to purchase latest model NACL standing orders (above)); these should be reviewed periodically.  Financial Regulations to be drawn up using model F R. available from NALC. 

Action: Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk.

4. Budget/Precept: M9/06 – 06/164 and M10/06 – 06/182 minute amendments to draft budgets prepared by Clerk/RFO.  No explanations as to why the draft budget was reduced: Note for future decisions.

· Fund Balances: Council to look at the general fund balance when considering the next budget cycle.

5. Income: VAT claim to be done annually.  £1,000 to be received from Play Area Committee: It was RESOLVED that Cllr. L. Butler would follow this up.  Monies received can be ring fenced for the play area.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler.

6. Petty Cash: Noted.

7. Payroll: It is important that the council is satisfied that proper arrangements have been made concerning the PAYE & NIC liabilities.  It was noted that there is no reason why salary should not be paid in the correct month.  This would eliminate the necessity of creating creditors in the balance sheet.

8. Fixed Assets/Insurance: Noted.

· Fidelity Guarantee: Cover is adequate at £13k.

9. Bank Reconciliations: Are satisfactory.

10. Statement of Accounts: Clerk/RFO has made the following amendments, as recommended, which were approved and signed:

a) The earmarked balances are now listed on the previous year and “General Fund” has been inserted against the final balance.

b) The annual return has been 'restated' and reported on the I & E basis; the significant variances has also been amended to reflect the report on the I & E basis.

Annual Return for the Year ended 31 March 2007:

Section 1 – Statement of accounts: The accounts had been 'restated' (as above) and were approved by the council and signed by the Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.  Clerk to enter minute reference on completion of minutes.

Section 2 – Annual Governance statement: It was RESOLVED that the following responses were made to items 1 to 8 and Trust Funds: Authority to complete and sign at the end of the meeting was delegated to Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk. Clerk to enter minute reference on completion of minutes.

1. Yes.

2. Yes.

3. Yes.

4. Yes.

5. Yes.

6. Yes.  However, it was noted that following the amendment to this question;  “and carried out a review of its effectiveness and reviewed the impact of this work” the Parish Council has resolved to adopt the scheme and to implement it next year.

7. Yes.

8. Yes.

Trust Funds: N/A.

Notice of Audit to be published on notice board:

Action: Clerk.

07/120 PLANNING MATTERS: (See Appendix 4 – attached): 

· 7.1 New Applications -  07/00974/F – Applicant's Name: Mr and Mrs M. R. Cross  (above 07/117).

· 7.2 Decision Notices: 

· Application No: 07/00719?F – Withdrawn.

07/121 PLAY AREA: 

· Report  'Blackthorn Recreational Park Committee' representative Cllr. L. Butler:  Nothing further to report.

·  8.1  Extension of Play Area Lease: This matter requires further discussion.  Draft letter to be amended.  Clerk to confirm who should sign letter.

Action: Clerk.

·  8.2  John Hicks & Associates:  Annual Report (previously emailed to members) was considered; there was nothing unsafe or in need of replacement.  Maintenance recommendations for surfacing was being considered as part of the proposed new play area.  Congratulations were expressed to M. Byrd for his work on the play area bench.  Recommendations for a notice/sign to be erected on the play area is also being considered as part of the proposed new play area.

· Following attendance to the 'Financial' training day; the Clerk confirmed that as a separate fund raising group 'Friends of the Play Area', funds could be raised and donated to the PC for it to purchase new equipment and claim back  V.A.T.  It would have to consider the implications of being a 'sub committee' of the PC.

Action: BRP Committee and Clerk.

07/123  VILLAGE MAINTENANCE:  (See Appendix 5 – attached): 

· 9.1  Verges outside Harlan: Nothing further to report.  

Action: Chairman Cllr.  A. Arshad and Cllr. L. Butler.

· 9.2  Village Grass Cutting: See above item 07/119 – 6.1.

· 9.3 Pruning: It was RESOLVED that Cllr. A. Stevenson obtains advice and quotes from three sources.  Clerk to give Cllr. A. Stevenson contact details for Isis Accord Ltd.

Action: Cllr. A. Stevenson.

· 9.4  Elm Tree Close Pond: Transfer of and lighting: Clerk had been in contact with C.D.C. Legal Dept., Mr R. Hurst who advised that the pond and any associated land will be transferred to C.D.C. from the developer; C.D.C. will then contact the PC giving it the opportunity to accept responsibility for the land; if in agreement the land will be transferred from C.D.C. to the PC.  C.D.C. would normally be responsible for the pond/land for a period of one year, unless the PC wishes to take on responsibility before the end of that period.  There is a purse of £4,000.00 available for the maintenance of the pond (to cover a period of five years) which C.D.C. would use to maintain the area for the first year, with the remainder being offered to the PC.  If the PC does not wish to take on the responsibility then C.D.C. will have to continue to maintain the area.  There is no official residents association for Elm Tree Close.  It was RESOLVED that the lighting issues is an issue for the residents and not the PC.

07/124  ALLOTMENTS: (See Appendix 6 – attached): See above 07/115.

07/125  TRAFFIC CALMING: Cllr. A. Arshad reported that there were no results to report from the traffic survey.  

· 11.1  Portable Speed Indicator Signage (B.P.C.129(02): To approve register of interest:  Council had not met the deadline to  register its interest.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

07/126 WEIR POND: Nothing to report.

07/127 RISK ASSESSMENT: In hand.  Action required following Internal Audit report (see 07/119 – 6.2).  Village to be walked again to take into account; surface water, hedges, cars on verges (details of ownership of land to be confirmed/letter to residents expressing concerns about potential risks).  Village drains reported blocked on Lower Road/Thame Road where excrement has been coming up onto residents land.  Cllr. A. Stevenson has advised affected residents to contact C.D.C. and the Environment Agency.  Having spoken to Thames Water they have explained that it is not them, Murphy's have gone through a pipe, they have done what they can.  Work cannot be completed on Lower Road/Thame Road until work at the pump station is completed.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

07/128 CORRESPONDENCE B.P.C.129/130: (circulated for comments prior to the meeting) Comments to be considered and any action approved.:   

· B.P.C.129(09): SMP Playgrounds – 'Summer 07 Special Offer' – Leaflet: Has been retained by Cllr. L. Butler.

· 14.1  (See Appendix 7 – attached): See above item 07/116.

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk.

07/129 SHARING OF TASKS: 

· Financial: R.F.O. and Cllr. M. O'Donohue.

· Blackthorn Parish Footpaths: Cllr. C. Maynard:  There have been some criticism from the Rambling Association about footpaths in Blackthorn Village:  Cllr. C. Maynard to respond.

Action: Cllr. C. Maynard.

· Tasks Schedule: To be reviewed for September meeting.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. L. Butler.

07/130  MATTERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT MEETING:  

· For Information:

· Village Drains: See above item 07/127.

· For Discussion:

· Agenda Item: Council to consider the financial year to date and consider further allocation and level of precept.

Action: All Councillors and Clerk.

· Farmers Markets: National Community ventures.

07/131 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

· Blackthorn PC Meeting to be held on 5 September 2007 at 7.30pm in Blackthorn Village Hall.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 11.15pm.


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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