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Minutes of the Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council 

in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 7 February 2007 at 7.30p.m.

PRESENT:  Chairman Cllr. M. Byrd, Cllr’s.  L. Butler (Vice Chairman), Mrs M. Trilk,  Mr P. Durran,, Mr A. Arshad  and Mrs A. Stevenson.

IN ATTENDANCE: T. Charlesworth (Clerk). 

07/01 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: County Cllr. C. Fulljames and Cllr. Mr E. Burborough.  Cllr's. L. Butler and A. Arshad sent their apologies: they would be arriving late.

07/02 THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING: It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on 6 December 2006 at 7.30pm were agreed and signed as a correct record of that meeting, with an alteration to 06/182 Finance/Donations: “It was proposed and RESOLVED  that the Parish Council would 'cont' contribute to the above” should read “It was proposed and RESOLVED  that the Parish Council would 'not' contribute to the above”

07/03 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: 

· Cllr. L. Butler declared an interest in Application No: 07/00095/F – Applicant's Name: Mr John Packer.

07/04  MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES NOT OTHERWISE COVERED BY THIS AGENDA: 

· The Parish Council received and accepted a resignation letter from Cllr. P. Durran; he would continue until a replacement is found.

07/05 AFFORDABLE HOUSING: Guest James Alcock. 

· Identification of Sites: PC to ask questions and obtain further information before considering/approving further action at its next meeting.  James updated the P.C. as follows answering questions as he went along: Approximately one year ago he was invited to attend a P.C. meeting to see if there was an 'Affordable Housing' need; a survey was carried out that indicated that there was a relatively small need and that there was not a high level of support; following attendance to another P.C. meeting the P.C. agreed to him identifying possible  'exception sites'; in September a list of five proposed sites were sent to the P.C., the P.C. agreed to four sites, recommending a further site for consideration, James was also approached by a land agent for the Depot on Station Road; the list of sites was sent to C.D.C., Bob Duxbury who recommended one site (end of Thame Road); a copy of the letter was sent to the P.C. for consideration (current position); the next stage, if the site is approved by the P.C., would be to contact the landowner to see if they would be prepared to sell the site (bought at exception site value) to build four houses on.  The Housing Association would be taking on the financial risk to build and make the application, so if the site was not supported by the officers it would not make sense to make an application; further research would be carried out  to see if anyone is applying and meeting the criteria for 'Affordable Housing' before an application is made (the door does not need to be closed at this stage).  It is possible for the Association to make an application without the support of the P.C., it could then object etc., through the planning process; however, the Association is set up to help Parish Councils to stay involved in the process rather than take this action.  The criteria is simply that private development can take place on some sites in planning terms and in non-planning terms some sites can be approved as  'exception' site.  Affordable Housing in a private development go to the first on the list whereas 'exception sites' go to residents who meet the correct criteria.  Facilities Management is provided i.e., maintenance is included in the rent.  'Exception Sites' have been built on since 1995/96 and in that time he has never known an example of 'Rental Void' i.e., when an applicant's circumstances change.  A Section 106 is usually built into the planning permission where if there is not anyone in the village meeting the 'Affordable Housing' criteria then it would be offered to the next ring of villages (chosen by the P.C.) and the next two rings until the housing is filled (he has never known this to happen); it is found that people do not respond to a survey because they do not believe it will ever happen but once it has gone to the second stage survey people suddenly come out of the woodwork.

The Chairman Cllr. M. Byrd took this opportunity to thank James Alcock for attending the meeting; it had been very informative.  James left the meeting.

07/06 COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT(S): None.

07/07 FINANCE:

· Invoices paid prior to the meeting: None.

· It was RESOLVED that the following invoices be paid:

· Clerk’s Pay/Exp November 2006 £126.25 - £29.10 – Total £155.35 – Cheque No: 100766.

· A. Morrissey –December 06/January 2007- £20.00 -  Cheque No: 100765.

· C.D.C. - Legal and Democratic Services – Play Area at Blackthorn Close, Blackthorn – Request for £250.00 for legal fees – Rec/d 8.1.07 - Cheque No: 100764.

· S.L.C.C. - Working with Your Council – Update (45 pages) £19.50 – Rec/d 18.1.07 – Consider sharing with M.P.C: It was RESOLVED that the Parish Council would share the cost with Merton P.C. upon its agreement to share costs.  No cheque to be written out until approval sought from M.P.C.

· Cover for the bench: Cllr. P. Durran reported that the cover had been received and that he would be donating the purchase to the P.C.  This was gratefully accepted by the council.  Clerk to write a letter.

Action: Clerk.

· It was RESOLVED that the following would not be paid:

· Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG) – Help support farmland conservation in Blackthorn – Consider joining for £42 incl. V.A.T (B.P.C.122(24).

· Receipts:  

· O.C.C. - BACS Remittance Advice – Creditor No: 10149 – Grass Cutting Grant – Rec/d 4.12.06 - £1,769.19..

· Bank Accounts: Council to consider/approve change of accounts to a more profitable but accessible account for the bulk of its investments: Clerk had sent information from the 'Scottish Widows Bank' and 'Co-Operative' to the Chairman for his perusal prior to the meeting.  It was RESOLVED to retain the Barclays 'Community Account' and 'Business Reserve Account' and for the Clerk/R.F.O. to be given the power to decide which of the two accounts (above) meet the criteria of a 30 day withdrawal notice giving the maximum amount of interest.

Action: Clerk.

· Precept 2007/08: It was RESOLVED that the precept required for 2007/2008 of £7,333.84 was approved.  Clerk submitted to C.D.C.

07/08 PLANNING MATTERS:

· New Applications: 

· C.D.C. - Planning and Development Services – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Consultation  - Planning Application – Application No: 06/02291/LB – Applicant's Name: Robert Bruce Knox – Proposal: Installation of Sky mini dish – Location: Barn House Lower Road Blackthorn – Parish: Blackthorn – Expected Decision Level: Delegated – Rec/d 9.12.06.  The Parish Council made no objections or observations in relation to the application.

· C.D.C. - Planning & Development Services – Withdrawal of application – Application No: 06/02015/F – Proposal: Conversion of redundant open barn to form single storey dwelling with associated amenity and parking space – Location: Chapel Close Blackthorn Bicester Oxfordshire – Rec/d 16.12.06.

· C.D.C. - Planning and Development Services – Withdrawal of application – Application No: 06/02199/F – Proposal: Single and two storey rear extensions – Location: Orchard Cottage Station Road Blackthorn Oxon OX25 1TA – Rec/d 22.12.06.

· C.D.C. - Planning & Development Services  - Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Consultation – Planning Application – Application No: 07/00095/F – Applicant's Name: Mr John Packer – Proposal: Demolition of existing tin clad garage and construction of three bay garage with games room and storage above, conversion and change of use of storage barn to self contained one bedroom two storey dwelling and re-siting of gable wall to barn to widen existing vehicular access – Location: Ebenezer Station Road Blackthorn – Parish: Blackthorn – Expected Decision Level: Delegated – Rec/d 25.1.07: It was RESOLVED to carry this item forward in the meeting following the attendance of a neighbour of Ebenezer.  

Action: Clerk.

· Decision Notices: 

· The Planning Inspectorate – Appeal Decision -  Appeal A: APP/C3105/3/06/2007905 – Weir Farm, Lower Road, Blackthorn, OX25 1TG – Summary of Decision: Appeal is withdrawn – Appeal B: APP/C3105/1/06/2007904 - Weir Farm, Lower Road, Blackthorn, OX25 1TG – Summary of Decision: The appeal is dismissed - and Appeal C: APP/C3105/A/06/2013978- Weir Farm, Lower Road, Blackthorn, OX25 1TG – Summary of Decision: The appeal is dismissed – Rec/d 22.12.06.

· C.D.C. - Notice of Decision – Application No: 06/02197/F – Applicant's Name: Thames Water Utilities Engineering – Proposal: Temporary access road with 1.2m high gates – Location: OS Parcel 4475 North West of Pound Farm Thame Road Blackthorn Oxfordshire – Parish: Blackthorn – UPRN: 010011878327 – Permission for development subject to conditions – Date of Decision: 10 January 2007 – Rec/d 20.1.07.

· C.D.C. - Planning & Development Services – Withdrawal of Planning Application – Application No: 05/00122/GD -Proposal: Reserve Matters ref: outline 02/01045/GD.  Discharge of conditions No.5 method statement for protection of hedges and tress, no.8 surface water drainage strategy, no.9 assessment of contamination and no.13.1.1 construction phase travel plan – Location: Part of 'A' Site at Junction of B4011 and Piddington Road MOD Bicester Oxon - - Rec/d 25.1.07.

· C.D.C. - Planning & Development Services – Withdrawal of Planning Application – Application No: 05/00392/GD – Proposal: Reserve Matters ref: outline 02/01045/GD.  Discharge of Conditions No.11 for the proposed mitigation strategy for the well-being of Great Crested Newts – Location:  Part of 'A' Site at Junction of B4011 and Piddington Road MOD Bicester Oxon – Rec/d 25.1.07.

· C.D.C. - Planning & Development Services  - Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) – Notice of Decision – Application No: 06/01873/F – Applicant's Name: Mr and Mrs O'Driscoll – Proposal: Renewal of 01/02294/F – Demolition of existing timber structures.  Proposed alterations and extension to existing barn to provide single storey dwelling (as amended by plans received 16.10.06) – Location: Land Adjacent and South West of Ash Barn House Blackthorn Oxfordshire – Parish: Blackthorn – UPRN: 010011903278 – Permission for Development subject to Conditions – Date of Decision: 15 January 2007 – Rec/d 25.1.07

· Issues: None.

07/09 PLAY AREA:

· Village Meeting: Report from meeting: None.

· Task Force: A committee has been formed, five members, to include Cllr's. L. Butler and M. Trilk.

· 'Outline Proposal':  Options based on the survey; to be approved: The playground supplier is currently drawing up ideas for the area; it is proposed to carry out a door to door canvas using a redrafted version of the questionnaire; a summary of responses to be put together.

Action: Cllr's L. Butler and M. Trilk.

· Removal of 'Rocking Chicken': Update: Consider and approve implication on Insurance Policy: Cllr. P. Durran has spoken to Bob and will follow the matter up again.

Action: Cllr. P. Durran.

· Erection of sign for Emergency Contacts: Council to consider/approve costs: C/fwd.

Action: Clerk.

· Parking Area: B.P.C.119(08): C.D.C. - Legal and Democratic Services – Play Area at Blackthorn Close, Blackthorn – Paperwork signed and returned.  

· Annual Inspection: B.P.C.122(32): John Hicks & Associates – Play Area Inspections Risk Assessments and Access Audits 2006/07: To be considered/approved:  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk books John Hicks & Associates to carry out the assessment.

Action: Clerk.

07/10  VILLAGE MAINTENANCE:

· Verges outside Harlan UK: Update.  Consider/approve action:  The Clerk had been advised by  O.C.C. that the verges had been filled in (it was noted that they were a mess again) and that the matter had been passed onto a Gordon Johnston O.C.C. who would be in contact.  It was noted that members of the council should be aware that whilst it is pursuing this matter is should adhere to P.C. concerns.

· Map showing road names and Houses: The Ordnance surveys largest map would not define the properties so Cllr. M. Trilk will walk the village and contact Monty .

Action: Cllr. M. Trilk.

· Repair of Road Sign  on Junction of Thame Road and Station Road Pointing to Launton and Lower Road: Clerk having spoken to O.C.C. today was advised that the sign had been ordered.

· Replacement of Street Sign 'Lower Road': O.C.C. advised contact C.D.C: Clerk is awaiting advice on this matter having spoken to O.C.C. today.

Action: Clerk.

· Repair of Road Sign on the bridge Thame Road pointing down Lower Road: Clerk is awaiting advice on this matter having spoken to O.C.C. today.

Action: Clerk.

· Parking on Verges between Station Road and East View: It was RESOLVED that a note would be put into the parish magazine with regards to the continuing parking on verges in the village.  As yet a personal visit had not been made to East View.

· Elm Tree Farm Close/Pond and Area: Transfer of responsibility of pond: C.D.C. are waiting for the developer to fill in and return some forms and to draw up a map/plan showing the land to be transferred.  Clerk had phoned today again today but Linda Burke C.D.C. is away until 16 February 2007.

Action: Clerk.

07/11 TRAFFIC CALMING: B.P.C.99(10).

· Plan of Action:

· Public Consultation: Council to consider analysis of consultation and Action to be approved: No update.  Clerk to forward contact details and copy of last correspondence to Cllr. A. Arshad.

Action: Cllr. A. Arshad and Clerk.

· Grant: No update.

· Speed Check: Update/Result of check: Clerk written as instructed with no response to date.

· A41/Speed Cameras:  Clerk written as instructed.  Anthony Kirkwood O.C.C. has contacted the camera partnership and is awaiting a reply and would advise the P.C. on any updates.

07/12 WEB SITE: Cllr. L. Butler was pleased to report that the site had come on in leaps and bounds, Jenny Lamont along with two web designers had redesigned the site, it is now much faster.  They had requested contributions, of approximately a paragraph, from each committee to add to the site.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler.

Parishioner Dave Keary arrived at 8.52pm to put forward his concerns about Planning Application No:   07/00095/F (item 07/08 above).  The P.C. invited him to take the floor:

Mr Keary expressed concerns about:

· What construction materials would be used?

· Would it match in?

· Is the barn being pulled down? (This is not clear on the application).

· The P.C. recommended that Mr Keary contact the case officers at C.D.C.

Mr Keary left the meeting at 9.07pm.  The Chairman brought the following item forward for a decision by the P.C.

07/08: PLANNING MATTERS:

· New Applications: C.D.C. - Planning & Development Services  - Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Consultation – Planning Application – Application No: 07/00095/F – Applicant's Name: Mr John Packer – Proposal: Demolition of existing tin clad garage and construction of three bay garage with games room and storage above, conversion and change of use of storage barn to self contained one bedroom two storey dwelling and re-siting of gable wall to barn to widen existing vehicular access – Location: Ebenezer Station Road Blackthorn – Parish: Blackthorn – Expected Decision Level: Delegated – Rec/d 25.1.07:  It was RESOLVED that the P.C. had no objection to the application but made the following observations:  It had reservations about the size of the garages and the room over the garages and would request that .C.D.C. ensure that it is not turned into living accommodation in the future.

Action: Clerk.

07/13 “OWNERSHIP” OF SPECIFIC COUNCIL TASKS:  Chairman Cllr. M. Byrd confirmed roles as agreed at the previous meeting.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr. P. Durran's responsibilities would be passed onto Cllr. E. Burborough as and when a new councillor had been co-opted.

· Development of Weir Pond: Consider and approve councillor to take on role: To remain as all Councillors at present.

· Neighbourhood Watch: No update.

· Traffic Calming: Approve Cllr. to support: C/fwd.

07/14 WEIR POND:

· Action: Setting up of measuring tool: C/fwd.

07/15 COMMENTS ON CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED PRIOR TO THE MEETING: 

· B.P.C.121(17): R. L. Burden – Letter of inquiry – Re/c d 4.12.06: No comments.

· B.P.C.122(02/03): O.C.C. - Highways – Response Letter Verges outside Harlan U.K. - Blackthorn Village – Rec/d 11.12.06: Noted.

· B.P.C.122(10): O.C.C. - News from O.C.C. December 2006 – Invite from Chairman of O.C.C Cllr. Lesley Legge to the Chairman of the P.C. and one other representative at a reception at County Hall, New Road, Oxford on 27 February 2007 at 6.30pm – 8.30pm – Rec/d 15.12.06: No-one to attend.

· B.P.C.122(12): Tony Baldry M.P. - www.ProtectOurPostOffices.com – Request to support petition – Rec/d 16.12.06: No comments.

· B.P.C.122(18): Hilary and Jim Wright – Thank you letter to the P.C. and Social Committee for the Christmas voucher – Rec/d 23.12.06: It was RESOLVED to advertise the thanks about the vouchers in the parish magazine expressing that the credit goes to the Social Committee, the P.C. supports this venture.

· B.P.C.122(19): Shelagh & Tom Hewins - Thank you letter to the P.C. and Social Committee for the Christmas voucher – Rec/d 23.12.06: It was RESOLVED to advertise the thanks about the vouchers in the parish magazine expressing that the credit goes to the Social Committee, the P.C. supports this venture.

· B.P.C.122(29): C.D.C. - Legal and Democratic Services – The Local Authorities (Members' Allowances) (England) Regulations 2003 (As Amended) – Parish Allowances Schemes – Rec/d 8.1.07: C/fwd.

Action: Clerk.

· B.P.C.122(31): C.D.C. - Leisure Services – Celebrating 1,000 years of Oxfordshire in Cherwell – Rec/d 10.1.07: No comments.

· B.P.C.122(37): C.D.C. - Planning and Development Services – Sustainability Appraisal – Site Allocations Scoping Report (The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes (2004) Regulation 12 (6) – Comments to be submitted by 19 February 2007 – Rec/d 13.1.07: No comments.

· B.P.C.123(03): C.D.C. - Leisure Dept. - Community Hall, Recreation and Sports Facilities Grants 2007/2008 – Applications to be received by Friday 16 March – Rec/d 19.1.07: Play Area Committee to look into.

07/16 NEW TOPIC CORRESPONDENCE: To be circulated.

07/17 RISK ASSESSMENT: Parish Council to consider risks:

· Council to consider /approve the use of the  model from the training course, to carry out its risk assessments: It was RESOLVED to use the model.  Cllr. A. Arshad to start.

Cllr. A. Arshad.

· Play Area Risk Assessment: To be carried out and approved: As above.

· Crumbling Wall to the rear of Chestnut Cottage: It was RESOLVED that the Clerk raises this issue with C.D.C. again.

Action: Clerk.

07/18 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: As above.

07/19 ANY OTHER BUSINESS: Matters for further Information or Discussion at the next meeting:  

· Agenda: As previously discussed: change format and time spent on items.

· Resignation: It was with much regret that Chairman Cllr. M.  Byrd announced that due to illness he would have to resign as Chairman and Councillor of the P.C. with immediate affect.  He took the opportunity  to thank all the councillors for their support.  Councillors present wished him all the best for the future, he had done a super job as Chairman, since stepping into the previous Chairman's shoes, his efforts were greatly appreciated.

07/20 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

· The next meeting would be held on 7 March 2007 at 7.30pm in Blackthorn Village Hall with Vice-Chairman Cllr. L. Butler acting as Chairman.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm.


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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