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Minutes of the Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council 

in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 5 December 2007 at 7.30p.m.

PRESENT: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllr’s.  L. Butler, Mrs M. Trilk, Mrs A. Stevenson., Mr M. O'Donohue and Mrs S. Henderson.

IN ATTENDANCE: T. Charlesworth (Clerk).

07/170 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  District Cllr. C. Fulljames and Cllr's. Mr C. Maynard 

07/171 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: 

· Cllr. M. Trilk declared a personal and prejudicial interest in planning application No: 07/01686/F.  Own application.  Noted for Information and records only.

07/172 THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING: It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on 3 October 2007 at 7.30pm were agreed and signed as a correct record of that meeting.

The Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad reminded those present that the focus of the meeting would be the precept and as such requested that they be flexible with the agenda.  Item 5.1 of the agenda (Precept/Budget for 2008/2009) was brought forward.

07/173 FINANCE: (See Appendix 2 – attached):

· 5.1   Precept/Budget for 2008/2009:  It was noted that the outline process had been discussed previously (M09/07 – 07/157 – 6.2) and since the last meeting Cllr. M. O'Donohue had developed the figures further.  Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. C. Maynard had met and discussed projects, keeping Cllr. L. Butler in the loop. There is a surplus to reserves some of which needs spending.  Following discussions (below) Chairman, Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk to tweak figures further ready for proposed extraordinary meeting (to be agreed).

· With reference to the 'Summary Precept Principles, Forward Process & New Projects'  and the 'Expected project spend by BPC in the next 3 years' (attached); it was noted that there would not be much income.  No's: 1-13 proposed projects to be included in the precept were discussed and amendments made as follow:- 

· Proposed New Projects/Existing Projects:

1. Sustainable Living Initiative: Cllr. S. Henderson to look at the scope of the initiative; to look at the access and possibility of funding.  Agreed £200.00.

2. Farmer's Market/Co-Operative: Cllr. C. Maynard is currently gathering information.  Agreed £250.00.

3. Children's Services and 4. Elderly Support Network: (Community Building): Top and bottom of age range. Cllr. M. Trilk to look into funding for children's services; the possibility of annual days out, play bus, parental support; whilst Cllr. C. Maynard looks into the Elderly Support Network; 'Telecare' is a support organisation; to review the voucher system donated at Christmas time; understanding its limitations there could be other 'Best Value' ideas; to find a sensitive way of finding out which way to go.  To be considered next year and in liaison with the Social Committee who organise the voucher system.  £200.00.

4. Elderly Support Network: Above.

5. Flood Defences:  Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. A. Stevenson's project.  It is understood that central funds are minimal; there is not a lot of support money wise.  The PC may be able to do something in the future.  Budget allowance for professional advice. Agreed £500.00.

6. Planning: Thanks were expressed to Cllr. M. Trilk for attendance at training sessions.  A small budget allowance would be made for expenses and training.  Agreed £200.00.

7. Risk Assessment: With the proposal of more amenities in the village and the village pond a small amount would be budgeted for, for professional consultants.  The pond needs focussed advice, it was noted that the current advice is relevant but did not have an answer; confirmation of ownership should be sought.  The PC will wait for paperwork on Elm Tree Pond.  Agreed £500.00.

8. Community Liaison Network: A small amount to be budgeted for.  Agreed £50.00.

9. Website: The current system is having some difficulties.  It is time to start using this as a communication system along with emails etc.  There would be a one-off capital expense with a recurring cost.  Agreed £250.00 as there is already a fund of £365.75.

10. Neighbourhood Watch: Mr Rixon is doing a grand job as the co-ordinator.  An allowance for signs and expenses was to be allowed for.  Agreed £100.00.

11. Ramblers Footpath: A small allowance to be made for the implementation of this project. Agreed £100.00.

12. Sign Cleaning: As the PC has not been successful in contacting Highways and getting the signs cleaned a small allowance would be allocated to allow for the cleaning of internal village signs.  Agreed £50.00.

13. Legal Advice: Allocation to be made for possible needs.  To be reviewed if allocation not used.  Agreed £500.00.

· Funds:

· Play Area:  As there is currently £6,238.52 in the fund, with the addition of the balance from the Play Area Committee fund of £961.36 to be added, there is no need to vire funds as there is no proposed capital spend next year or grant income.  There would be no income from the precept.

· Traffic Calming:  Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. S. Henderson to present costings to the PC in February.  No additional sums required from the precept.

· 5yr Parish Plan: There is funding available.  The PC are affectively active in the role.

· Contingencies:   Monies should be for unseen events.

· S137: The £220.00 voucher donation to remain.

· Grass cutting: It was noted that there is 2500sq metres that are currently being mowed for free by the existing contractor.  To be considered as part of the revised specification.

PC to make the most of income opportunities; to look at how the local economy supports and integrates with the community.  To consider a forecast for the next three years as stated in its 'Standing Orders'.  The current proposed precept of approximately £11,525.00 would give an increase of 27%;  it was RESOLVED that this would be an acceptable increase.  Cllr. M. O'Donohue and Clerk to revise figures based on the above; article in parish magazine to outline proposals, justifying increased Precept.  It was RESOLVED to hold an 'Extraordinary' meeting to review and agree the precept on 2 January 2007 at 7.30pm.

Action:  Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad, Cllr. M. O'Donohue andClerk.

07/174  MATTERS FOR REPORT: (See Appendix 1 – attached): Accepted.

· 4.1: Bank Mandate: The Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad reported that he had issues with Barclays. Cllr. L. Butler and Clerk to send a further letter confirming the PC's requirements.  To update at next meeting.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler and Clerk.

·  4.2: Allotment Insurance:  Letter from Allianz Insurance confirmed that the allotment holders would have to check that they are covered by their own house insurance policy.

· 4.3: Planning Matters – New applications: 

· Application No: 07/02010/F – Applicant's Name: Mr C Mack: The PC made no objections or adverse observations.

· Application No: 07/01978/F – Applicant's Name: Mr & Mrs R. McRae: The PC was unable to make a clear response to the application as information was missing with regards to the proposed 2nd floor and there is a difference to the right-hand 2nd floor window from the roof light to dormer.

· Application No: 07/01686/F – Applicant's Name: Mr and Mrs Trilk: For information and records only.

· Amended Plans – Application No: 07/01777/F – Applicant's Name: Mr & Mrs Keenan: The PC made no objections or adverse observations.

· 4.4: Financial Risk Assessment: C/fwd.

Action: Clerk.

· 4.5  Review of Effectiveness of the System of Internal Audit:  C/fwd.

Action: Clerk.

07/175  FINANCE: (See Appendix 2 – attached): Accepted

· Invoices paid prior to the meeting: (Appendix 2).

· It was RESOLVED that the attached list of invoices (Appendix 2) were approved for payment.  The cheque for Scottish Widows Plc not to be drawn at present.  It was RESOLVED that the Clerk could come up with two codes for the account and inform the Chairman and Cllr. M. Trilk of her decision.  Once done a current reconciliation to be drawn up giving a sum for opening the account to be approved by email then a cheque can be drawn and the application submitted.

Action: Clerk. 

· A receipt had been signed by A. Morrissey; Clerk to file.

Action: Clerk.

· Receipts: (See Appendix 2 – attached). Accepted and noted. 

· 5.1  Precept/Budget for 2008/2009:  Above 07/173.

· 5.2  Play Area Committee – Transfer of fund balance:  Cllr. L. Butler handed the Clerk a cheque for £961.36 being the balance from the account, to be added to the Play Area Fund Balance.

Action: Clerk.

· 5.3  Barclays: Update on closure of Business Reserve Account:  As above 07/174 – 4.1.

· 5.4  BDO Stoy Hayward LLP: B.P.C. 138(16): To consider report and approve any action.

· Issues Arising Report:

· Risk Assessment:

· Weakness Identified: The risk assessment provided has been reviewed by the Internal Auditor who believes there are further risks the council need to consider.

· Impact on the Council: The council is at risk of breaching regulation 4 of the Accounts and Audit (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2006 with requires authorities to provide arrangements for the management of risk.

· Recommendations: The council should review the enclosed risk assessment guide and examples and, taking into consideration all of the points, review their current risk assessment.

· Council in process of reviewing.

Action: Council and Clerk.

· Review of Effectiveness of Internal Audit:

· Weakness Identified: The council did not review the effectiveness of the internal audit.

· Impact on the Council: The  Accounts and Audit (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2006, regulation 6(3) is an explicit requirement for authorities to conduct a review at least annually of the effectiveness of its system of internal.

· Recommendations: The council should ensure a review of the effectiveness of the internal audit is undertaken at least annually and minuted as such during the year ended 31 March, this review is recommended to be undertaken when reviewing risk assessment.

· Council is in process of actioning.

Action: Council and Clerk.

· Change in Accounting Basis:

· Weakness Identified: The comparative figures disclosed in Section 1 of the Annual Return do not agree to the audited Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2006.

· Impact on Council: The comparative figures for the year ended 31 March 2006 were restated as the council have changed their basis of accounting.  We have reviewed the adjustments made and we are satisfied they are correct.

· Recommendations:

· N/a.

· Notice of Conclusion of Audit: Clerk to put notice on notice board along with the requisite information as defined by Section 12(4) of the Accounts and Audit (Amendment) Regulations 2006.

· It was RESOLVED that the Annual Return was approved and accepted by the PC.

07/176 PLANNING MATTERS: (See Appendix 3 – attached): 

· 6.1 New Applications: New Applications:  None.

· 6.2 Decision Notices:  

· Application No: 07/01633/F – Applicant's Name: Miss C Eadle. 

· Application No: 07/01686/F – Applicant's Name: Mr & Mrs Trilk .

· Application No: 07/01777/F – Applicant's Name: Mr & Mrs Keenan.

07/177 PLAY AREA: Nothing to report.

· 7.2   Extension of Play Area Lease: In hand.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler.

07/178  VILLAGE MAINTENANCE:  (See Appendix 4 – attached): 

· 8.1  Pruning:  Clerk has emailed O.C.C. to establish whether or not it is highways land, with no response to date; to be followed up.   Clerk to remove from agenda until response received.

Action: Clerk.

· 8.2  O.C.C. Grass Cutting Agreement – B.P.C.134(06): Submitted with nothing returned to date.

·  8.3  Grass Cutting Specifications: Cllr. A. Stevenson had received measurements and had reviewed the map in accordance with the measurements.  To meet with Clerk as previously agreed.  It was RESOLVED that the listed amendments (see appendix 4 (8.2): were approved by the PC.

Action: Cllr. A. Stevenson and Clerk.

07/179  TRAFFIC CALMING: Cllr. A. Arshad  had nothing further to report at this time.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and S. Henderson.

07/180 WEIR POND: C/fwd.

Action: Cllr's. L. Butler and M. O'Donohue.

07/181 RISK ASSESSMENT: No update.  

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad.

07/182 DRAINAGE (DITCHES) AND FLOOD DEFENCES: Cllr. A. Stevenson reported that Albert Humphries, O.C.C., said that the ditches on Station Road are to be done and he will review village again and write to residents who should be doing their ditches.

Action: Cllr. A. Stevenson.

07/183 CORRESPONDENCE B.P.C.136/137/138 : (circulated for comments prior to the meeting) Comments to be considered and any action approved:  No comments for consideration.  It was noted that the correspondence article  'Xmas Crime Prevention Menu' was forwarded to the Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator who should be down as the contact for this information. 

07/184 MATTERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT MEETING:  

· For Information:

· Website: Cllr. L. Butler had requested a reset for the website.

· Consultation Public Health Strategy: It was noted that the PC is currently working on six or seven of the items in the strategy which matches the 'Parish Plan' requirement.

· Local PC's: Council to keep involving the local police officer, Caroline Brown.

· Development Controls for PC:  Cllr. M. Trilk had been unable to attend as date had been changed.

· Adams Hendry: Is to email Cllr. M. Trilk the process and outcome report.

· Hedge next door to Village Hall: Clerk to contact C. Ainstey, The May's Trust to request annual cut.

Action: Clerk.

· For Discussion: None.

07/185 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

· Blackthorn PC Meeting to be held on 6 February 2008 at 7.30pm in Blackthorn Village Hall.  Councillors and Clerk to arrive early for meetings for a prompt 7.30pm start .

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 10.30pm.


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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