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Minutes of the Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council 

in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 4 April 2007 at 7.30p.m.

PRESENT: Chairman Cllr’s.  L. Butler, Mrs M. Trilk, Mr A. Arshad, Mr C. Maynard  and Mrs A. Stevenson.

IN ATTENDANCE: T. Charlesworth (Clerk) and Mr M. O'Donahue. 

07/46 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  None.

07/47 DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE:  Cllr. C. Maynard's Register of Members' Interests had been submitted to C.D.C.  The 'Declaration of Acceptance of Office' was signed by co-opted member Cllr. C. Maynard and witnessed by the Clerk.  The Chairman informed those present that Mrs P. Ball had withdrawn her application (in writing) and that there was still a vacancy.

07/48 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None..

07/49 THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING: It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on 7 March 2007 at 7.30pm were agreed and signed as a correct record of that meeting, with an approved alteration to M2/07 – 07/33 'Play Area' – 'Extension of Lease': to replace 'Cllr. A. Arshad would draft a letter to C.D.C.' with 'Cllr. A. Arshad to verbally advise' – Action: Chairman Cllr. L. Butler.

07/50 CO-OPTION OF A COUNCILLOR: The council had received one application from Mr. M. O'Donahue (present):  The Chairman invited Mr O'Donahue to introduce himself:  

· Micheal O'Donahue and his wife had been welcomed into the village about three and half years ago; he felt he would like to give something back to the community; his skills lie in marketing where he is used to canvassing peoples opinions.  He would be willing to be involved in topics and is aware that sensitive issues may arise.

· It was RESOLVED that the council supported the option to make a decision with the applicant present however, if ever there were more than one applicant for one vacancy then those applicants would be asked to leave the room whilst the decision was taken.

· It was proposed and RESOLVED that Micheal O'Donahue be co-opted as a Councillor: this was accepted: the Clerk provided Mr O'Donahue with the 'Code of Conduct', 'Register of Members' Interests' etc., to be completed and returned to the Clerk for submission to C.D.C.  'Declaration of Acceptance of Office' to be signed at the next meeting.

Action: Mr O'Donahue and Clerk.

07/51 MATTERS FOR REPORT: (See Appendix 1 – attached): Accepted.

· 6.1  Finance M2/07 – 07/30: Bank Accounts.  The Parish Council expressed its thanks to Cllr. A. Stevenson and the Clerk for the work that they done.

· 6.2  Affordable Housing M2/07 – 07/31.

07/52 COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT(S): None.  Clerk to update County Cllr. C. Fulljames with the changes that have occurred within the parish council.

Action: Clerk.

07/53 FINANCE: (See Appendix 2 – attached): Accepted

· Invoices paid prior to the meeting: (Appendix 2).

· It was RESOLVED that the attached list of invoices (Appendix 2) were approved for payment.  

· 8.1  Insurance: It was RESOLVED that the Clerk removes the 'Rocking Chicken' ('Sprung Rocker' on insurance policy) from the policy:  Payment to be made following amendment.

· 8.2  Bank Accounts:  It was RESOLVED that:

· both the Barclays 'Business Reserve Account' and the 'Business Premium Account' be closed.  A letter to close accounts to be signed by all of the current signatories on the accounts.  No action to be taken until the Annual General meeting has been held in May.

· the Barclays 'Community Account' be retained.

· a 'Treasury Tracker Bank Call Account' be opened with Scottish Widows Bank Plc., to be linked to the Barclays 'Community Account'.  No action to be taken until the Annual General meeting has been held in May.

· a balance of £1,000.00 be kept in the Barclays 'Community Account'  a cheque for the remaining balance to be written out to open the new Scottish Widows Account.  No action to be taken until the Annual General meeting has been held in May.

· the three signatories on the new account will be the Chairman (as elected at the AGM in May), the Clerk and Cllr. M. Trilk.  No action to be taken until the Annual General meeting has been held in May.

· the three signatories to agree and have access to the two codewords on the new account.  No action to be taken until the Annual General meeting has been held in May.

· the new account be in the name of the 'Parish Council of Blackthorn'.

Action: Clerk.

· 8.3  Bank Mandate:  In light of the fact that there could be a change of Chairman at the AGM the decision taken at the Parish Council meeting  (Ref: M2/07 – 07/30) would be reconsidered at the AGM. 

Action: Clerk.

· 8.4  Bank Reconciliation: These were received for the four quarters  (attached).

· It was RESOLVED that these were approved and signed by the Chairman Cllr. L. Butler and one other councillor.

07/54 PLANNING MATTERS:

· 10.1 New Applications:

· 06/00998/F: It was RESOLVED to re-circulate the application along with the previous application, to consider previous comments, objections etc., that were made; Clerk to request an extension on time to respond.  It was noted that the application lacks information i.e., drainage facilities to prevent contamination, and if it is licensed or DEFRA approved.  

Action: All councillors and Clerk.

· 06/00462/F: It was RESOLVED that the council would make no objections or observations.

· 10.2 Decision Notices: 

· 07/0095/F: Permission for Development subject to conditions  (noted) – Date of Decision: 14 March 2007.

07/55 PLAY AREA: (See Appendix 4 – attached) Accepted.

· Report from Play Area committee, now named 'Blackthorn Recreational Park Committee'  (Clerk gave Chairman information to read on committees):  Progression is being made; another request for a quote has been made.

·  11.2  Extension of Play Area Lease: In hand.

Action: Chairman Cllr. L. Butler.

07/56  VILLAGE MAINTENANCE: 

· 12.1  Verges outside Harlan: Despite informing O.C.C. that Grundons have admitted liability and Harlan UK agreeing to pay to have the verges reinstated; O.C.C. have informed the Chairman that they will carry out the work, no cost.  It was RESOLVED that the Chairman argues that tax payer's money should not be used to pay for the work when Harlan UK are happy to pay.

Action: Chairman Cllr. L. Butler.

· 12.2  Map showing road names and Houses: Compiled list to be emailed to Monty.  Once the map is completed it was agreed that copies be sent to local delivery companies.  Council to consider the cost of publishing it in the parish magazine (agenda item).

Action: Chairman Cllr. L. Butler and Clerk.

07/57 TRAFFIC CALMING: Cllr. A. Arshad reported that he had made contact with S. Henderson and was scheduled to meet with her next week.  He agreed to look into the possibility of a 20mph speed limit.  The contents of B.P.C.126(20) Thames Valley Police – Speeding in the village (Speed Enforcement) – Rec/d 2.4.07 were noted; letter retained by Cllr. A. Arshad.

07/58 NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH: Brian Rixon had accepted the position of co-ordinator; he works in the village and regularly walks it with his dog.  Cllr. C. Maynard to correspond with Brian and to ask Debbie if she would attend a meeting.  Clerk to remove from agenda.

Action: Clerk.

07/59 WEIR POND: Approval of responsible councillor c/fwd.  It was noted that the water table needs altering.

Action: Clerk.

07/60 CORRESPONDENCE B.P.C.125:  (circulated prior to the meeting):  No comments on sheet. 

· 16.1  B.P.C.125(01): C.D.C. - Spring Clean: Date had been organised for 29 April 2007.

07/61 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None.  The Clerk explained that a specific timeslot should be allocated and clearly set out on its agenda, and that correct procedure would be to adjourn the meeting at the given time on the agenda for the public to address the council; the public can attend meetings but do not have the right to participate in any of its agenda items/business; following the given period the meeting would resume.  *It was RESOLVED that the meeting would adjourn at 9pm until 9.15pm, for public participation, when the meeting would resume.

07/62  MATTERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT MEETING:  

· For Information:

· Agenda: New format was approved.

· Grass cutting: 2nd cut to be carried out next week.

· Brookes Recycling: The Chairman had been in contact with them to report an overweight truck that had been driven down Lower Road, Blackthorn; they had agreed to speak to the driver.

· Public Telephone: Cllr. C. Maynard to report that it is not working properly.

Action: Cllr. C. Maynard.

· Community Events: All those living in the community to be involved in future events.

· Building Materials on Lower Road have been cleared.

· For Discussion:

· BDO Stoy Hayward LLP: Audit date noted as 24 August 2007: Action for next agenda.

· Council to consider the purchase of a scanner for Clerks use on behalf of the council.  Action for next agenda.

· Risk Assessment: Cllr. A. Arshad was in the process of making arrangements to meet with Monty and walk the village.  Assessment to be put together for consideration at the next parish council meeting.

Action: Cllr. A. Arshad and Clerk.

07/63 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

· The Annual Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council will be held on 2 May 2007 at 7pm in Blackthorn Village Hall.

· The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 2 May 2007 at 8pm in Blackthorn Parish Village Hall:  This is a parish meeting, chaired by the Chairman of the Parish Council if present:  It was RESOLVED to invite the Social and Village Hall Committee, Neighbourhood Watch and Local Police Officers.  Business would include Chairman's Report, financial report, update on tasks i.e., Play Area, Traffic Calming, Planning etc.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.35pm.


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.

 * Addition to Minutes to be approved at Meeting on 2.5.07.
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