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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council 

held in the Village Hall

On Wednesday 2 May 2007 at 7pm

PRESENT: Chairman Cllr’s.  L. Butler, Mrs M. Trilk, Mr A. Arshad, Mr C. Maynard,  Mr M. O'Donohue and Mrs A. Stevenson.

IN ATTENDANCE: T. Charlesworth (Clerk), P.C. Caroline Brown and four parishioners

07/64 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  None.

07/65 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN: Cllr. M. Trilk proposed and Cllr. C. Maynard seconded that Cllr. A. Arshad be elected Chairman.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr. A. Arshad be elected Chairman.  Cllr. A. Arshad accepted and duly completed and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, witnessed by the Clerk/R.F.O.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr. L. Butler would Chair this meeting and the Annual Parish Meeting. 

07/66 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN: Chairman Cllr. A. Stevenson  proposed and Cllr A. Arshad seconded that Cllr. L. Butler be elected Vice-Chairman.  It was RESOLVED that Cllr. L. Butler be elected Vice-Chairman, this was accepted.

07/67 CO-OPTION OF A COUNCILLOR: Cllr. M. O'Donohue's completed  'Register of Members' Interests' to be submitted by the Clerk to C.D.C. Cllr. M. O'Donohue duly completed and signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office, witnessed by the Clerk/R.F.O.  It was RESOLVED that the current vacancy would be published and mentioned within the parish.

Action: Councillors and Clerk.

07/68 DECLARATION OF INTERESTS: None..

07/69 THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING: It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting  held on 4 April 2007 at 7.30pm were agreed and signed as a correct record of that meeting, with an  approved addition to M3/07 – 07/61: 'It was resolved that the meeting would adjourn at 9pm until 9.15pm, for public participation, when the meeting would resume'.   

07/70 CO-OPTION OF A COUNCILLOR: The council had received no applications.  (See 07/67).

07/71 MATTERS FOR REPORT: (See Appendix 1 – attached): Accepted.

· 8.1  County/District Councillors' Report(s):

· 8.2  Finance – Insurance:

· 8.3 Planning Matters – New Applications.

07/72 COUNTY/DISTRICT COUNCILLORS’ REPORT(S): County Cllr. C. Fulljames would endeavour to attend.

07/73 FINANCE: (See Appendix 2 – attached): Accepted

· Invoices paid prior to the meeting: (Appendix 2).

· It was RESOLVED that the attached list of invoices (Appendix 2) were approved for payment.  

· It was RESOLVED to open the Scottish Widows account once the Barclays accounts have been closed and the balance deposited into the 'Community' Account.  No cheque to be written at this stage.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler and Clerk.

· 10.1  BDO Stoy Hayward LLP - Notice and Advertisement of the Annual Audit for the Year Ending 31 March 2007(B.P.C.126(17):  Council to consider and approve action:  It was RESOLVED to carry this item forward to the next P.C. meeting.

Action: Clerk.

· 10.2  Bank Mandate: Reconsider previous decision (M2/07 – 07/30) and approve any amendment.

· It was RESOLVED to send a letter to close Barclays accounts to be signed by existing signatories, change of signatory on the remaining 'Community' Account to be carried forward to next meeting..

Action: Clerk.

· 10.3  Scanner: Council to consider/approve purchase.

· It was RESOLVED to purchase a scanner for use by the Clerk.  Clerk to look into costs for approval at next meeting.

Action: Clerk.

07/74 PLANNING MATTERS:

· 11.1 New Applications:

· Application No:  07/00719/F:  It was RESOLVED that the P.C. had no objection to the application but made the following observations:  That appropriate privacy is afforded to and maintained for 'Elm Tree Farmhouse' as it is noted that the proposed alteration is closer to this property. 

· 11.2 Decision Notices: 

· None.

07/75 PLAY AREA: 

· Report from Play Area committee representatives: To be given at the Annual Parish Meeting of Blackthorn.

·  12.1  Extension of Play Area Lease: As above.

Action: Chairman Cllr. L. Butler.

07/76  VILLAGE MAINTENANCE: 

· 13.1  Verges outside Harlan: Chairman had spoken to and requested a response from C.D.C. by the end of today.  No response received.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler.

· 13.2  Map showing road names and Houses: Council to consider costs of publishing in parish magazine: Production of the map is in hand.  C/fwd decision on publishing in parish magazine.  To be displayed on new notice board.

Action: Cllr. L. Butler and Clerk.

07/77 TRAFFIC CALMING: Cllr. A. Arshad reported that he had met with S. Henderson and has caught up on 2002 and has a list of contacts for that year.   As the speed dater, taken then, would hold little weight now 'Golden River' had kindly erected a radar scanner (2007 version; bidirectional scanner), which should provide him with enough dater to respond to the Thames Valley Police letter (A. Mitchell).  He would share the results of the scanner once he had received them.  A draft letter would be ready by June. He expressed his thanks to Mrs S. Henderson for her input.  

· It was RESOLVED that Cllr. C. Maynard would assist Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad in his role as responsible officer.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Cllr. C. Maynard.

07/78 WEIR POND:  (See Appendix 4): Approval of responsible councillor 

· It was RESOLVED that Cllr. M. O'Donohue would be the responsible councillor.  Whilst on the subject of responsible officers the following were reviewed:-

· No.1: Finance: Chairman to assist.

· No. 4: Village Traffic Calming: Cllr. C. Maynard to assist (as above 07/77).

· No. 11: Development of Weir Pond: Cllr. M. O'Donohue to be responsible.

· No. 6: Village Risk Assessment:  Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Glen.

· No. 7: Drainage & Flooding: Cllr. C. Maynard to assist.  To be linked to Risk Assessment.

· No. 8: Grass Cutting & Hedges: Cllr. C. Maynard to assist.

· No. 14: Contribution to Parish Magazine: All councillors to support.

· No. 15: Correspondence requiring response from P.C: Chairman to assist.

· No: 16: Correspondence to the P.C: Chairman to assist.

Individuals can change wording for activity; information to be published on website once confirmed.

· 15.1 Pond for People Project: Council to consider contents of email from R. D'Ayala and approve any action.: C/fwd.

Action: Clerk.

07/79 RISK ASSESSMENT: The site observations had been completed, covering the village up to the A41 and B4011, items falling into six or seven categories.  Information to be transferred into the 'traffic light system' format to be updated monthly.  Draft to be considered at next meeting.  Thanks were expressed to the Chairman and Glen Lamont (Monty) for their time and efforts.

Action: Chairman Cllr. A. Arshad and Glen.

County Cllr. C. Fulljames and four more parishioners arrived.

07/80 CORRESPONDENCE B.P.C.126:  (circulated prior to the meeting):  Information not available for consideration; Clerk to check to see if she has at home.  C/fwd.

Action: Clerk.

· 17.1  B.P.C.127(05): C.D.C. - Environmental Services Dept. - The Smoke-free (Premises and Enforcement) Regulations 2006: Council to consider approve any action: Information to be passed onto village hall committee.

07/81 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: None.  The Clerk explained that a specific timeslot should be allocated and clearly set out on its agenda, and that correct procedure would be to adjourn the meeting at the given time on the agenda for the public to address the council; the public can attend meetings but do not have the right to participate in any of its agenda items/business; following the given period the meeting would resume.  *It was RESOLVED that the meeting would adjourn at 9pm until 9.15pm, for public participation, when the meeting would resume.

07/82  MATTERS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR DISCUSSION AT THE NEXT MEETING:  

· For Information: None.

· For Discussion:

· Grass Cutting:  Council to consider the addition of the stretch of Weir Lane up to A41 on Station Road to its contract.

· OPFA Roadshow: Council to consider making a contribution to the costs of representatives of the 'Blackthorn Recreational Park Committee' attending the roadshow.

· Elm Tree Close Pond: Transfer of and lighting.

Action: Clerk.

07/82 DATE OF NEXT MEETING:

· 6 June 2007 at 7.30pm to be held in Blackthorn Village Hall.

There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.04pm.


Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.
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