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	Minutes of the Meeting of Blackthorn Parish Council 



	Held In:
	the Village Hall
	On: 
	Wednesday 6 April 2011 at 7.30p.m.

	Present:
	Cllr’s. Mr L. Butler (LB) Acting Chair, Mr E Bannock (EB), Mrs  A Stevenson (AS), Mrs M MacRae (MM) and Mr R. Burden (RB).  

	In Attendance:
	Clerk to PC: T Charlesworth

	Item

No
	Topic
	Action

owner
	Due

Date

	11.18
	Apologies:

	
	· Chairman Cllr. Mrs J Lamont (JL) and Vice Chairman Cllr. M. Trilk (MT).

	11.19
	Declaration of interest:

	
	· None
	
	

	11.20


	Minutes:

	
	· It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 13 January  2011 at 7.30pm  were read, agreed and signed by the Acting Chairman LB (not present at that meeting) and EB as a correct record of the meeting.

	
	· It was RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2 February 2011 at 7.30pm  were read, agreed and signed by the Acting Chairman LB as a correct record of the meeting.

	11.21
	Matters for Report (Appendices 1):

	
	4.1: Scottish Widows:  Confirmation of opening of new Clubs & Associations 7 Day Notice – Direct Account.
	No Further Action.
	

	11.22
	Finance (Appendices 2):
	
	

	
	5.1: Invoices paid prior to the meeting:  None.
	
	

	
	        Invoices for payment:  It was RESOLVED that the attached list of                                             invoices (Appendix 2) were approved for payment:
	
	

	
	· Clerk's Pay/Exp December 2010 £155.98 – January 2011 £162.60 – Cheque No: 100937.
	Clerk/

RFO
	

	
	· P. Morrissey – January/February/March 2011 £30.00 – Cheque No: 100938.
	Clerk/

RFO
	

	
	· C.D.C. Invoice No: 10015475 - £87.17 – Dog Bin Emptying for Winter period – Cheque No: 100939. 
	Clerk/

RFO
	

	
	· O.A.L.C. - Subscription – Inv. No: B00009/2011 - £133.07 – Cheque No: 100940.
	Clerk/

RFO
	

	
	· M. R. Cross – Inv. No: 430 - £96.00 – Grass Cutting Play Area 25 March 2011 – Cheque No: 100491 – Contractual Invoice.
	Clerk/

RFO
	

	
	· Laptop: There is no funding available. It was RESOLVED that:

·  in principal the PC agreed a maximum spend of £300.00 contribution towards the purchase of a laptop jointly with Merton PC (for use by the Clerk/RFO); software; antivirus.

· Purchase of computer to be agreed following further recommendations in order to compare costs of the proposed reconditioned 'Dell' Computer.
	All Cllrs.
	

	
	Receipts: None reported.
	
	

	
	5.2: Risk Assessment: Nothing to report.
	EB
	

	
	5.3: Traffic Calming: C/fwd to next meeting.
	JL/MT
	

	
	5.4: Bank Access/Signatories: Taking into account LB resignation with effect from May (end of AGM).  It was RESOLVED that:

· A new mandate for the Barclays account would be signed by MT/AS and JL.  To be  actioned before next meeting so as the PC to not end up with no signatories.

· LB to obtain forms.


	Clerk

/RFO

MT/AS/

JL

LB
	04/05/11

	
	5.5: Bank Reconciliations: It was RESOLVED that the following bank reconciliations were approved:
	
	

	
	· Bank Reconciliation for the period 1.7.10 – 30.9.10 showing a balance b/f £20,687.83.
	No further action.
	

	
	· Bank Reconciliation for the period 1.10.10 – 31.12.10 showing a balance b/f £11,299.70.
	No further action.
	

	
	5.6: BDO LLP: Audit Briefing Briefing Fixed Asses – Change in requirement:  It was noted that original purchase costs should be used  - the cost of the new notice board to be used as a cost of the old one. PC to state 're-stated' if necessary.
	Clerk/RFO
	

	11.23
	Planning Matters (Appendices 3):
	
	

	
	6.1: New Applications:
	
	

	
	· C.D.C. - Planning, Housing & Economy – Town and Country Planning Act 1990 Consultation – Planning Application – Application No: 11/00370/F – Applicant's Name: Mr Chris Hoyland – Proposal: Installation of 9.4kw solar panel array – Location: Land to Rear of Minstrel House Station Road Blackthorn – Parish(es): Blackthorn – Expected Decision Level: Delegated – Rec/d 25.3.11:  The PC had no objections.  EB to clarify with MT that the PVC construction does not form a planning issue as it is currently temporary.
	EB
	

	
	6.2: Decision Notices: None.
	
	

	
	6.3: Withdrawal Notices: None.
	
	

	
	6.4: LDF Update: None.
	MT
	

	
	6.5: Aylesbury Vale LDF: None.
	MT
	

	
	6.6: Harlan UK – Sunday Deliveries: LB reported that he had numerous conversations but there had been no progress.  There is now a Yard Marshall but he is not doing his job.  Snaffles Cottage: the van has now been removed.  It was RESOLVED that:

· A letter would be submitted.  LB to send draft for Clerk to send.
	
	

	
	
	LB/

Clerk
	04/05/11

	
	· LB to introduce EB to the contacts; he would take over project from LB.

· Clerk to write to O.C.C. Highways to report the damage to the manhole cover opposite the entrance to Harlan UK.
	LB
	04/05/11

	
	
	Clerk
	04/05/11

	
	6.7: Blackstone Farm: Nothing to report.
	
	

	11.24
	Review of Standing Orders:
	
	

	
	· Councillors to review ready for approval at the next PC meeting.
	All Cllrs
	04/05/11

	11.25
	Land Adjacent to Village Hall:
	
	

	
	· Formal Plan: In hand.
	LB/EB
	

	
	· Contract for Land:  Play Area Contract to be used as a template for the contract for the land.  LB to review and send to C. Anstey proposing that they amend the template to suite.
	LB
	

	
	· Quotes for Gates: N & J Hannah have not put its quote in writing yet.   MT to get like for like quote from Grendon Underwood.
	LB/MT
	

	11.26
	Project Reports:
	
	

	
	· Weir Pond: There could be a possible outlet through 'Babcock Social Responsibility'; need to advise what the PC would want to do with pond.  Possible Survey of the village required.  

· RB to establish ownership of the land through the Land Registry.
	RB
	

	
	· Blackthorn Recreational Park committee (BRPC):  Reseeding to place in May.  It was RESOLVED that:

· The PC is to pay for the 'Zip Wire' from Play Area Fund.

· Remaining funds from the 'Blackthorn and Chesterton Cricket Club' is to be divided between Blackthorn and Chesterton with an amount being withheld in case the cricked club starts up again. The £1,000.00 when received by the PC to be 'ring fenced' in the Play Area Fund.

· The sub-committee will fold as the PC is now responsible for the new play equipment.
	PC

Clerk/

RFO.

BRPC
	

	
	· Notice Board: RB to follow up.
	RB
	

	
	· High Speed Rail Network: Re-consulting taking place about the proposed route.
	RB
	

	
	· Emergency Planning: PC is in receipt of the booklet which can now be delivered.  RB to put together a warm weather version.  EB to dust down the plan.
	JL/RB/

EB
	

	
	· Community Plan: It was RESOLVED:

· Not to have a Parish Plan
	
	

	
	· An Informal Emergency Plan to be drawn up.  MM formulate a contact list through the Parish Magazine and Website.
	JL/RB/

EB/MM
	

	
	· Allotments:  Lease Renewal for Allotments with O.C.C:  The Clerk had responded as requested at the previous meeting M2/11 – 11/12 – 8.6; awaiting response.  It was RESOLVED that:

· EB would draft a letter to be sent by the Clerk suggesting that the land be transferred to the PC.
	LB/

Clerk

EB
	

	
	· Website: MM agreed to take this project on once LB has left.
	LB/MM
	

	11.27
	Overgrown Footpath on Lower Road:  
	
	

	
	· EB attended the site meeting with O.C.C.  The tarmacked footpath can be seen clearly up to 'White's' farm and from there it is not defined.  The maintenance team could possibly retrieve the footpath up to Whites Farm dependent upon available funds/priorities and safety, beyond that nothing can be done.  The PC has raised awareness; the issue was now O.C.C.'s.  Clerk to remove from agenda.
	Clerk 
	

	11.28
	Correspondence B.P.C.186 (Appendices 4):
	
	

	
	· Clerk was tasked with removing circulars from correspondence that is being circulated and to bring these to meetings with correspondence requiring action being circulated quicker.

· PC response to consultations: Clerk to notify by email that a consultation is being circulated; then PC to decide how to respond.
	Clerk
	

	
	· B.P.C.186(11): C.D.C. - Environment & Community – Spring Clean 2011 – Commencing 18 March 2011 and runs until 9 May 2011 – Enclosed form to be returned by 15 March 2011: The litter pick had been carried out.
	
	

	
	· B.P.C.185(25): C.D.C. - Legal and Democratic Services – The Local Authorities (Members' Allowances) (England) Regulations 2003 (As Amended) – Parish Allowances Schemes – Parish Remuneration Panel's report on the review of parish members' allowances for the 2011/12 financial year: Notice to be put on notice board.  Councillors to review for decision at next meeting.
	All Cllrs

Clerk
	

	11.29
	Clerk's Contract: MM to meet again with Clerk to refine objectives and contract.  Clerk's objectives to include action on correspondence above11.28 and Planning Applications to be sent initially to MT to read/review and overview; Chairman to be made aware of applications.
	MT/

Clerk
	

	
	· Parish Council Payroll: B.P.C.187(06): HM Revenue & Customs has changed its guidance in respect of payments made to Parish Council Clerks as a result of which PC's may well now have to operate PAYE on payments made to them:  MM has spoken to HMRC.  It was RESOLVED that:
	
	

	
	· The Parish Clerk is exempt as on low earnings; BPC and MPC combined.
	
	

	
	· A letter (drafted by the Clerk) be sent to HMRC confirming the above; to be signed by the Chairman Cllr. JL.
	JL/Clerk
	

	11.30
	Matters for Further Information or Discussion at the next meeting:
	
	

	
	· NERC – Clerk to confirm attendance in June.
	Clerk
	

	11.31
	Date of Next Meeting:
	
	

	
	· 4 May 2011 at 7pm in Blackthorn Village Hall: Annual Parish Council Meeting.
	Clerk
	

	
	· 4 May 2011 at 8pm in Blackthorn Village Hall: Annual Parish Meeting:  It was RESOLVED that:

· The following would be invited to attend the meeting:

· PC Brown

· County and District Councillors

· J. Lamont – Village Hall Committee representative

· J. Thompson – Social Committee representative

· John Hood and Gary Stevens – Harlan UK representative

· The Governor of the Prison.

· Refreshments to be donated by Councillors.
	LB

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Clerk

Cllrs
	

	There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40p.m

Draft Minutes subject to Confirmation.





