Blackthorn News
Dates for the Diary 2008 !
· 2nd April – Blackthorn Parish Council Meeting

· 4th April – First Friday of the month – Drinks at ‘The Bull’ Launton

· 6th April Sunday – Litter Pick – Meet at Village Hall 11am

· 16th April – Social Committee Meeting 8pm Village Hall

· 7th May – Blackthorn Parish Council AGM

· 7th June – Blackthorn Village BBQ – 6pm Village Hall

· 6th September – Blackthorn Annual Village Party – Theme to be confirmed

Blackthorn Village News - Website & Blackthorn Parish Council Update

Village Website

Many thanks to the Social Committee for hosting the recent Quiz Night on 9th February and also for publicising the re-launch of the village website (www.blackthornvillage.co.uk). The village website is growing slowly but surely and the joint Social Committee/ Parish Council stewardship looks forward to news stories, pictures and announcements from you all ……….. this is YOUR website and will only be as successful as the input you provide. We hope in time for the website to become an invaluable tool to all residents for reference, news and interest alike. We are working towards greater flexibility of the website with new software packages and the like being subscribed to shortly, which will allow interactive communications to be set up. Currently there are facilities to post news stories to the website team for uploading and this aspect will develop quickly we hope. More and more information is being loaded which currently covers issues such as the Village Hall, Events, Parish Council etc. We will continue to publicise the website over the coming year at village events and through leaflets like this one. We hope also at each village event to build up a “village diary” of resident’s home email addresses to alert you to new uploads, news, urgent issues etc. 

Blackthorn Parish Council

The Parish Council has recently completed its review of village projects and priorities for the previous and current (2008/9) years. Whilst all usual activities of the council on behalf of the village continue in good health, new/ modified projects have been identified for pursuit across 2008/9. These projects include:

Sustainable Living Initiative – promotion of environmentally conscious choices

Traffic Calming Initiative – working towards safer traffic through Blackthorn

Farmers Market/ Produce Co-operative – access to local produce

Children’s & Parents Support – network of support and events for families

Elderly Support Network – supporting our elderly residents

Flood Defence Support – ensuring Blackthorn is able to cope with flood conditions

Planning Application Information – information access & mediation

Community Liaison Network – wider village and community sharing

Village Website (joint project) – information access
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Neighbourhood Watch – village & home security

Rambler’s Footpath Liaison – ensuring village footpaths are accessible

Village Pond – maintaining & promoting this valuable community asset

New Recreational Park Committee & Programme – new play area development 

The Parish Council is looking for volunteers across most of the above projects and would really welcome your support to ensure each project is successfully delivered (see contact details at the end of the leaflet). To implement the above projects and improve existing services the council has identified a budget for these services and has applied for an increase in precept support of £2,684 through the local authority to help deliver these valuable community services. At the January meeting of the Blackthorn Parish Council, local Cherwell District Councillor David Hughes highly commended the Parish Council on its journey so far and innovative plans for the future. We look forward to continued Cherwell District & Oxfordshire County Council support through 2008/9. Our detailed project plans together with 2008/9 budget will be posted on the village website shortly (if you do not have internet access, the council will be more than happy to send you paper copies of relevant information in this regard).   

An update on our structure/ membership - as for other Parish Councils, 2008 has been deemed an election year for Blackthorn Parish Council, which means that existing councillors wishing to continue supporting the council will be put forward for nomination between March and April 2008. Should nominations be contested, elections will take place in May 2008. Also during the current year, two councillors unfortunately had to step down from the council for personal reasons and additional support in this regard will be sought shortly. 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Parish Council will be held on 7th May (timings will be posted nearer the time) and you are all invited to listen to our presentations which will review the previous years activities and look ahead at future challenges.   

On a reflective note, both the village of Blackthorn and the Parish Council recently mourned the passing of the former Chair of Blackthorn Parish Council, Mr Michael Byrd and the present council endeavours to build upon his principles and many achievements on behalf of the village of Blackthorn. 

Blackthorn Parish Council

Contact Details:

Tracey Charleswork – Clerk


01865 331481 tcharlesworth@brillcomputers.entadsl.com 

Adds Arshad – Chairman




07733 480600 adds333@aol.com
Lee Butler – Vice Chairman




07833 605156 lbutler@netcomuk.co.uk


                Blackthorn News Continued..
ELECTION OF PARISH/COMMUNITY COUNCILLORS

for the

Parish of BLACKTHORN

Date of Election: Thursday 1 May 2008

Nominations open on 27 March and close at NOON on 4 April 2008.

Anyone wishing to put themselves forward as a candidate must complete and return nomination papers to the 

Returning Officer,

Cherwell District Council,

Bodicote House,

Bodicote,

Banbury,

Oxon.

OX15 4AA

after 27 March and by NOON on 4 April 2008.

Nomination papers are held by the Clerk; North End House, Blackbull Lane, Fencott, Kidlington, Oxon. OX5 2RD

Tel: 01865 331481
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Blackthorn Quiz Night





9th February 2008 – 7.30pm


 




















