Blackthorn News
Dates for the Diary

· 2nd May – Blackthorn Parish Council AGM – Village Hall

· 4th May - 1st Friday of the month drinks at ‘The Bull’ Launton

· 16th May – Social Committee Meeting 8pm Village Hall

· 2nd June – Village BBQ – 6pm

· 11th August – ‘Carrie’ on camping weekend venue to be confirmed

· 1st September -  Blackthorn Annual Party

Blackthorn Recreational Park 
We’d like to welcome you to the first update on the progress of the newly established Blackthorn Recreational Park Committee. The committee is made up of six volunteers from Blackthorn who wanted to carry on the good work of an earlier group of villagers who developed our current playing field from scratch! That was quite some time ago and now we feel the area could do with some careful development to bring it up to date and to be useable by all age groups within the village.

So what have we achieved so far? We are setting up as a Charity, with the aim of securing funding for the long term development of a communal recreational area for Blackthorn and our visitors! (Any donations, however small, gratefully received). We intend to apply for grants to both local and national organizations to help support our project. 

But to be able to meet our end goal, of a top quality, made to measure Recreational Park, we need to truly represent the community of Blackthorn. So, we have also developed a (green!) questionnaire that is included loose leaf with this edition of the magazine. This is to canvass your views on exactly how you would like to improve leisure provision for Blackthorn villagers and our visitors. We hope you feel able to contribute ideas for what is a very large area, and please encourage members of your family to draw pictures of requests on the space provided! Be creative! Please drop off your completed questionnaire to Lee Butler, Malvern Cottage, Station Road, Carrie Kirby, Highcroft, Station Road or Sandie Stevenson, Willow Pond House, Lower Road so that we can collate your imaginative suggestions! If you live in one of the surrounding villages and hope to visit our Recreational Park, please contact one of the members of the Committee below to add your valued comments. Thanks.

Once we have reviewed the questionnaire responses, we will combine these with suggestions from 3 or 4 companies who specialise in the development of outdoor leisure facilities. We will be having an ‘open weekend’ at the Village Hall (date to be announced) for viewing of some posters incorporating our village ideals with what the companies are able to offer. There will also be another opportunity for you and any potential visitors to have your say on how the area should look and what we include. 

Some broad proposals that the committee members have initially identified for development of our Recreational Park include: a multi use games area; specified areas of the park to meet needs of infants, juniors, teenagers & adults, a barbeque area; a power hook up; an educational focus – to help develop learning skills; disability provision and to maximise health benefits. 

Blackthorn News Cont….

Blackthorn Recreational Park Continued………
We hope you feel as excited as we do concerning the opportunity to really plan and put into practice a Recreational Park that is appropriate, accessible and FUN for all!

Lee Butler (01869 250904), Carrie Kirby (01869 240690, carrieanddave.kirby@btinternet.com), Rachel Lamont, Sandie Stevenson, Morag Trilk, Alison Webb (01869 322857, aliclairewebb@hotmail.com). 

Blackthorn Parish Council AGM
The Blackthorn Parish Council AGM is on Wednesday 2nd May at 7.30pm in the Village Hall, all parishioners welcome.

Neighbourhood Watch
We would like to give a warm welcome to Brian Rixon, who has taken over the post of neighbourhood watch co-ordinator. 
Damage to Grass Verge – Station Road

In response to recent enquiries, the parish council would like to reassure parishioners that they are aware of the damage to the grass verge on Station Road Opposite Shaw’s farm. This has been caused by vehicles turning into and out of Harlan UK at Shaw’s Farm. Cherwell district council are to repair the damage and Harlan have given assurances that any future damage will be repaired by their grounds-men.

