Blackthorn News
Dates for the Diary

· 1st June - 1st Friday of the month drinks at ‘The Bull’ Launton

· 2nd June – Village BBQ – 6pm

· 1st September -  Blackthorn Annual Party

Welcome to the Village Pond

It is great to see so much wildlife in the village, young ducklings, coots and moorhens all now taking residence on the village pond.   

DIY – Blackthorn Village Hall – Would you like to help?
After completing the vital maintenance work in the village hall it is now time to finish off some of the painting and decorating.   We will be doing this over the following weekends, 16th June, 23rd June and 30th June.  If you would like to come along and help then please contact Monty Lamont – Village Hall Chairman Tel:-  01869 321771

Litter Pick

Thank you to everyone who helped with the Blackthorn litter pick at the end of April.  We collected considerably less rubbish than previous years which is great news.   Also thank you to everyone who picks up anything they find while walking round the village. This all helps to keep Blackthorn tidy. 
Blackthorn Parish Council

Thank you to everyone who came and supported the village at the Parish Council AGM in May.  Find below the Chairmans report.

Chairman’s report - Blackthorn Parish Council AGM 2007-05-16

Lee Butler

I took over the role of chair two months ago from MR Michael Byrd, who sadly had to retire due to ill health. This being the case, much of my report will largely concern Michael’s tenure, and the changes whilst Michael was chair.

Over the course of the last year it was recognised that the Chair was undertaking many of the tasks asked of the PC. It was decided that each member of the council would undertake to supervise and oversee a specific focus area. A number of specific areas were identified and a council member volunteered for each. In addition to the councillor in charge of that area, there was also one other councillor who would act as support (please see organisational chart for more details). 

With this structure in place we have found that we are able to act more efficiently and effectively as well as share the burden of the work equally amongst ourselves. 

Over the last year planning applications have also raised issues of familiarity with the site in question. Members of the council have visited the sites of large or controversial planning applications in order to become more acquainted with the area and issues involved. This has enabled us to listen to and respond to concerns expressed by parishioners that lived adjacent to or close to the area. Lessons learnt from this exercise 
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prompted us to appoint a member of the council, Cllr Trillick, to specifically oversee planning issues.  

There have been numerous changes within the council with regards to councillors leaving. Pete Durran retired earlier this year, as did Eric Burborough. The vacancies created by their departure have been filled by Chris Maynard and Michael O’Donahue.

Communication between councillors and between councillors and parishioners is another area that we are striving to improve. All councillors are now on e mail and this has speeded up the communication process and enables us to react to and highlight, potential issues as they arise. It is our intention over the course of the next year to post more comprehensive information in the parish magazine regarding council members and actions. We have set up a Blackthorn village website to enable updates on a more regular basis and to enable parishioners to access these updates regardless of where they are in the world (see www.blackthornvillage.co.uk) 

I believe that the changes made to date make the job of Chair more attractive and manageable, and with this in mind I am happy to hand over the job of chair to Cllr Adds Arshad. - Lee Butler 

Issues and information from Blackthorn parish Council AGM.

Blackthorn parish Council AGM was well attended and hopefully parishioners found the evening of interest. Cllrs presented to the meeting news and information regarding their specific areas of responsibility. A brief summary follows below of some of the key issues that arose.

Security

Present at the meeting was PC Caroline Brown who informed us that there had been a couple of thefts within the village over the last few months. Parishioners encouraged to take note of anyone acting suspiciously. PC Brown was encouraged to communicate to members of the council and to our neighbourhood watch co-ordinator, Brian Rixon, any future issues as they arise. 

Traffic Calming

Cllr Arshad recently arranged for speed monitoring apparatus to be placed on station road for a period of 1 week. Results from this initiative will be published here as soon as they have been collated. It was discussed that speeding through the village was becoming more and more of an issue with a fatality becoming an increasing possibility. PC Brown encouraged to speak to Bullingdon prison liaison to communicate that this was an issue that their staff were involved in. 

Blackthorn Recreational Park Committee

Carrie Kirby reported that questionnaires had been sent to residents in order to canvas their opinion on their preferences for this area. Parishioners are requested to return the completed questionnaires as soon as possible – without appropriate feedback, it will be difficult to proceed to the next rounds of design and funding applications.
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Verge Damage
Parishioners had expressed concern over damage to the grass verge opposite Shaw’s Farm. This had been caused by vehicles entering and exiting Harlan UK. The council have since repaired the damage and Harlan have assured us that they will repair any future damage.

Unpleasant Odours

Parishioners have reported unpleasant smells in the area, which appear to linger for some time. Should you wish to report anything of this nature, please call Cherwell district council on 01295 221620, or 01295 221631.
Social Committee and Village Hall committee

John Thompson represented both and said that events had been planned for the coming year (see above) and that finances were in a healthy state. Volunteers will be needed to help with basic maintenance (see dates above). All help greatly appreciated.

Planning issues

Cllr Trillick presented details of the application process and involvement of Cherwell District Council (CDC) and Blackthorn parish council. Cllr Trillick encouraged parishioners to consult CDC website for further help (www.cherwell-dc.gov.uk) 

Presentations were also given by Cllr Stevenson regarding ponds flooding and drainage issues, and grass & hedge cutting updates. 

Blackthorn Parish Council:

Councillors Ownership of Specific Areas of Responsibility.

This table is intended to clarify which member of the Parish Council (PC) has responsibility. Councillors undertake to:

· Keep PC informed of development of said area

· Keeping ‘watching brief’ over specific areas

· Strive to achieve targets set by PC

· Encourage involvement of parishioners where appropriate 

	No.
	Subject
	Lead
	Assisted by
	Brief description of area of responsibility

	1
	Finance
	Parish Clerk
	N/A
	To report/advise the PC on all financial aspects that are the responsibility of the parish council. Present invoices for payment, donation letters and all legal and financial requirements of the PC

	2
	Planning applications
	Cllr Trilk
	Cllr Arshad
	Receive planning applications and co ordinate Councillor's response to enable the Parish Clerk to formulate the Council’s response to CDC within the time sequence allowed

	3.
	Development of the Village Children's Play area
	Cllr Butler
	Cllr Trilk
	Formulate plans for the development. Obtain support from the community. Establish costs and funding to complete project. Advise PC at each stage

	4.
	Traffic calming
	Cllr Arshad
	
	Develop overall plan for calming taking into communities response. Establish costs and funding and action plan to install.

	5.
	Affordable Housing
	All Cllrs
	N/A
	Continue to establish the information and detail consider required for the PC to consider the situation.

	6. 
	Village Risk assessment
	Cllr Arshad
	G Lamont
	Establish method for listing and reporting all risks for rectification and develop checking follow up methods to ensure that the PC is covered against risk

	7.
	Drainage and Flooding
	Cllr Stevenson
	
	Ensure surface water drains through the village are kept clear to avoid flooding. Keep PC informed of developments in waterways, rivers and drains etc.

	8.
	Grass cutting and hedges
	Cllr Stevenson
	
	Keep PC informed of quality standards in relation to the contract provisions. Advise on contract renewal changes and suitability of contractor.

	9.
	Other items
	All Cllrs
	
	Repair, replacement of village furniture fixtures and fittings and all other miscellaneous items appertaining to the maintenance of village standards

	10.
	Neighbourhood Watch
	Brian Rixon
	Cllr Maynard
	Assist in re-establishing village watch system with a local person in charge

	11.
	Management of Weir Pond
	Cllr O’Donohue
	Cllr Butler
	Keep Weir pond in a natural state as possible. Encourage and support other villagers to take an interest in keeping the pond presentable. Take care to protect and promote wildlife in and around the pond 

	12.
	Village website
	Cllr Butler
	Jenny Lamont
	Establishment of village website. Involve and encourage villagers to contribute. Ensure website is regularly updated.

	13.
	Village hall management Committee PC rep
	Cllr Stevenson
	
	Keep the PC advised on the progress the committee is making to re-establish management levels required in the deed of conveyance

	14.
	Contribution to parish magazine
	Cllr Butler
	
	Involve other persons outside PC to develop the village contribution. Ensure the same standards as all other villages using the Parish Magazine are met.

	15.
	Correspondence requiring a response from the PC
	Parish Clerk
	All councillors
	Present to the PC all documents letters and general correspondence that requires an agreed answer or action by the PC

	16.
	Correspondence to PC
	Parish Clerk
	All councillors
	Ensure all incoming correspondence is circulated to all councillors and is kept on file for future use by the PC. Destroyed when superseded by new information or instructions,

	
	
	
	
	


Kindest Regards

Lee Butler – Vice Chairman
